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On

November 15, the
Wenzhou-Kean University Board of Directors
Meeting was held on
campus. The meeting
included an executive
session and a public session.
The executive session, which was chaired
by Mr. Ye Shiqiang,
unanimously approved
Mr. Wang Beijiao to be
the Chair of WenzhouKean University Board
of Directors.
The public session
was chaired by Mr.
Wang Beijiao.
The
meeting also unanimously approved Mr.
Lin Weiping to be the
honorary director, Mr.

Mr. Qian Qiang delivering the operations report

Lin Qixin to be the executive secretary and Mr.
Zhen Dawei and Ms.
Han Xi to be student
representative
directors. The meeting unanimously approved the
minutes of the last
board meeting, the

2014 WKU final accounting of revenues
and expenditures, and
the Wenzhou-Kean University 2015-2020 Strategic Plan.
The meeting heard
the operations report
cont.’d on p.2

6th Annual Conference on Chinese-Foreign
Cooperation in Running Schools
On

November 15-17,
organized by WenzhouKean University, the 6th
Annual Conference on
Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools (CFCRS) was
held at Wenzhou-Kean

University.
Among the many other guests, Deputy Mayor
of Wenzhou Municipality, Ms. Zheng Chaoyang,
Mr. Zhang Xinsheng,
Chairman of China Education Association for

International Exchange,
and Mr. Qu Zhengyuan,
Chairman of China Association of Higher Education attended this event.
Nearly 460 representatives participated
cont.’d on p.2
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Vice-Chancellor Henke delivering his report to the Board

from Vice-Chancellor Mr.
Qian Qiang, academic
affairs report from ViceChancellor Dr. Holger
Henke, financial report
from Ms. Sailing Lin, and
Kean University’s 5-year
financial budget for WKU
by Mr. Philip Connelly.
The meeting also held
a constructive discussion
on the draft of WenzhouKean University 20152020 Strategic Plan, before approving the docuChancellor Lu (ctr.) listening attentively to the presentations
ment.
cont.’d from p.1, Chinese-Foreign Cooperation

L. to r.: Mr. Connelly, Mr. John
Kean, Sr., and Chancellor Lu
following the proceedings

Over 460 delegates attended
the conference
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in the event, including officials from more than ten
provincial educational departments and more than
40 university presidents.
The 6th Annual Conference on CFCRS is supported by the International
Cooperation and Exchange
Department of the Ministry of Education (MOE) of
the People’s Republic of
China, and co-sponsored
by the Center of Research
on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation
in
Running
Schools, Xiamen University
& Provincial Education
Department & Research
Society of Chinese-Foreign
Cooperation in Running
Schools (in preparation) of
China Association of Higher Education.
The theme of this
year’s annual conference
was “Quantity, Quality and
Benefits
of
Chinese-

foreign Cooperation in
Running Schools in the
New Normal Phase of Economic Development.”
According to Mr. Lin
Jinhui, Director of Center
of Research on ChineseForeign Cooperation in
Running Schools at Xiamen University, the focus
has been shifted from
quantity to quality in developing CFCRS.
Mr. Philip Connelly,
Executive Vice President
for Operations at Kean
University recalled his involvement in the conception, development and
growth of Wenzhou-Kean
University, which he
traced back to its beginning to 1981, with the
signing of a friendship and
co-operation agreement
between Zhejiang Province and the State of New
Jersey.
Later Mr. Xi

attended the signing ceremony at Kean University
for the joint initiative between Wenzhou University and Kean University.
And with President Xi ‘s
accolade made at the 3rd
Annual China– U.S. Governor’s Forum in Seattle on
his first state visit to the
U.S. recently, Mr. Philip
has witnessed the whole
process of WKU’s development.
“Each and every student at WKU is a pioneer,” Mr. Connelly pointed out. “They are the first
in their families and the
first in China to experience a truly global education. Our students have
the foresight to know that
this type of education will
give them a secure foothold in the new world
economy.”
cont.’d on p.4
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WKU Student Xia Xue’s Visit to APEC
From

November 12-19,
2015,
Wenzhou-Kean
University student Xia
Xue attended the 23th
APEC Youth Camp in the
Philippines, as a Voice of
the Future Chinese youth
representative.
When
she returned to the University on November 20,
she immediately transferred into her busy student life: making-up examinations, homework
and writing papers.
Earlier n July, then
sophomore Xia Xue, together with two students
from Peking University
and Fudan University,
stood head and shoulder
above the three thousand other students during the Voice of the Future selection activity,
based on one week of
intense competition. Selected as the student representatives, they would
attend the APEC meeting
in Philippines in November.
On November 12, Mr.
Philip Connelly, Executive Vice President for
Operations of Kean University, together with
some students, sent Xia
Xue off to Manila in the
airport. He said, “We are
so proud of you, Xia.
While Xia is clearly in a
league of her own, like
her, each and every student at WKU is a pioneer.
They are the first in their

families and first in China
to experience a truly
global education. It is no
surprise to me that Xia is
here today. Our students
are the global leaders of
tomorrow.”
According to Xia Xue,
she had a fully packed
week during her time in
the APEC Youth Camp,
including lectures and
various activities. She
visited the Asian Development Bank and local
social enterprises, talked
to the APEC Business Advisory
Council,
and
attending the APEC CEO
Summit. While she did
not get enough sleep due
to this tight schedule,
the week was quite
fruitful and productive.
Working together with
her team, she gave an
address at the 2015 APEC
Voices of the Future
Youth Forum.
Her
speech focused on the
green economy, calling
on green financial system
to help small-middle enterprises (SMEs) with
their financing, while the
SMEs have the obligation
and initiative to develop
or invest in green industries.
At the APEC CEO Summit, Xia Xue got a chance
to meet world leaders
such as President Xi
Jinping, President Obama
and business leaders like
Jack Ma (Ma Yun).

Ms. Xue also brought
Chinese Youth's Most
Concerned Social Issues
to APEC. Before she set
off, both WKU and China
Youth Daily launched the
Call for Proposal, 2015
Chinese Youth's Most
Concerned Social Issues.
The activity started from
the late October through
November 8th, 2015.
Young people from 23
provinces, such as Beijing, Hebei, and Tianjin,
participated in this event,
and 111 social issues
have been collected.
After voting, the five
most prominent issues
were: peace and war,
mobile phone addiction,
aging populations, teaching quality of university
education, and air pollution.
During her trip in
APEC Youth Camp, Xia
Xue kept a daily public
diary, sharing her stories,
feelings, and thoughts.
Once she wrote in the
diary, “We all live in a
globalized world. This
provides us opportunities
to get to know each other, learn to be tolerant
and develop a friendship
crossing national borders.
The world is so large that
everyone is like a drop in
the ocean, but everyone
can make their own contribution to the world.
Understand other peocont.’d on p.4

Xia Xue delivering one of her
presentations at the APEC Summit

Each and every
student at
WKU is a
pioneer. They
are the first in
their families
and first in
China to
experience a
truly global
education.
Phil Connelly

Making new friends, globally
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WKU Jazz Lecture at Wenzhou Middle School
On

“Twenty years
from now you
will be more
disappointed by
the things that
you didn’t do
than by the ones
you did do. So
throw off the
bowlines. Sail
away from the
safe harbor.
Catch the trade
winds in your
sails. Explore.
Dream.
Discover.”
Mark Twain

October28th, Mr.
Charles J. Greenberg, Director of the Library at
Wenzhou-Kean University held a lecture “The
History of American Jazz”
at Wenzhou No.17 Middle School.
Charles introduced
the history of jazz, which
originated in the late
19th and early 20th century in the southern United States. Mr. Greenberg
played jazz music from
different historical periods of development,
while the students were
clapping to the beat and
he himself was adding
insight by mentioning
significant rhythm and

Mr. Greenberg during his lecture to Wenzhou Middle School
students

harmony examples. The
atmosphere of the lecture was quite active and
some students interested
in jazz asked many questions after the lecture.
After this event, Mr.
Greenberg remarked, “I

hope WKU faculty members can come to Wenzhou’s middle schools
and get involved in these
kind of cultural exchange
activities.”

cont.’d from p.2, Chinese-Foreign Cooperation

Mr. Qian Qiang, Vice
Chancellor of WKU, introduced the characteristics
of the University: “We
will develop fundraising
to ensure the University’s sustainable develop-

ment;
we bring advanced educational resources from the U.S;
faculty are recruited by
Kean University through
global recruitment; small
sized classrooms with all

English environment and
inquiry-based teaching
methodology; and we
put great emphasis on
our students’ entrepreneurship and innovative
spirit.”

cont.’d from p.3, Xia Xue at APEC Meeting
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ple’s experience and
emotion and be a sincere, compassionate and
plain person.”
WKU awarded Ms.
Xue the Kean International Award for 50,000RMB.
This award is established
by the Kean International
Education Development

Center, in honor of students or faculty who has
make great contributions
or make a great achievement
in
academics,
teaching, innovation or
entrepreneurship. In total 1,000,000RMB will be
donated from the WKU
Foundation to fund this

award. The Kean International Education Development Center is dedicated
to provide language
training, overseas education consulting, preschool
education, and K-12 education system support.
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“Home is a Classroom”: A Talk at WKU
by Pat Barroero

When

one of my students in my World Literature class, Phoebe, asked
me to be the keynote
speaker for an event organized by the Students’
Ambassadors at WKU, I
was both flattered and
lost:
“What I am supposed
to talk about?” I ask her.
“Just your experience
around the world,” Phoebe said with a smile.
“My experience?…”
As I sat in my living
room staring at my computer screen, my mind
started to go back in
time, trying to find something to write that would
appeal the High School
students in my audience.
I was in Europe. I
was nineteen. I was on
the train. I was constantly on a train. And sitting
there, whatever the language, the place, or the
people around me, I took
upon the habit of asking
the same question to my
travelling companions:
“What’s your favorite, secret place in your
city?”
People’s faces usually
light up while answering
this question. That place,
that secret corner of
one’s city, is, somehow,
home for people, I believe. “Maybe this is what
I should talk about,” I

thought. So, I did.
Home.
What is
home? Where is home?
To answer this question, I offered some definitions to my eager,
young audience.
Robert Frost wrote:
“Home is that place,
when you go there, they
have to take you in.” (The
Death of the Hired Man,
1914)
Other talented writers, my ENG1300 students, also wrote:
“Home is your soul’s
habitat.” (Allen);
“Home is like a big
bottle of perfume sending out a charming fragrance constantly. Wherever we are, we can still
smell the home’s flavor
and these attractive
smells remind us of our
lovely home once and
once again” (Wendy).
Then I asked my audience:
“What is home, to
you?” They looked puzzled and amazed.
As
they
shared
thoughts like “home is
that bench in my village
where I can smell the
pink flowers that only
grow there,” or “that
warm thing wrapped
around your heart, like a
blanket,” I watched their
interest grow, and their
eyes shine, just like my

travelling companions on
the train.
“What
is
your
home?” they asked. To
my surprise, my answer
was more complicated
than I expected.
“I think home could
be that place you miss
when you are not there,”
I announced, as my first,
tentative definition.
I showed them pictures of New York, Hoboken (New Jersey), the
University in Luxembourg
where I completed my
undergraduate studies,
and Neive, the little village in Northern Italy
where I grew up. All
these places felt and feel
like home, and I was a
teacher, a student, or
both there, just like I am
here in China.
“So, is that what you
miss now that you are in
China? The place where
you grew up?” they
asked. “Where is your
family?”
These
questions
brought me to the second part of my talk.
“No, I do not really
miss Italy. I lived there so
many years ago. It almost feels like it is my
home from a past life. I
miss
Hoboken,
my
friends, and my dog.”
“Dog??”
cont.’d on p.7

Prof. Barroero presenting her
talk to students

Another home from another
time. Professor Barroero’s
hometown of Neive (Italy)

A View from Hoboken to
the World Trade Center
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WKU Impressions

WKU students in the 2015 Wenzhou Marathon

Students’
creative
works of wall decoration competition

Faculty Update


“The most
useful piece
of learning
for the uses
of life is to
unlearn what
is untrue.”



Mousavi, Mohammad, presented his paper “How dynamic methodologies compare to static
ones in predicting corporate failure?” at the CORS/INFORMS 2015 Joint International Meeting,
June 14-17, 2015, Sheraton Hotel, Montreal (QC);
Soh, Christine & Mousavi, Mohammad, co-published “What are the top variables leading to
strategic investment decision-making performance?,” in Journal of Economics, Business and
Management, 3(12), 2015, pp. 1169-1173. According to Prof. Mousavi , Dr. Soh who passed
away in December 2014, had the main role in directing and conducting this research project.

Mark Your Calendar!

Antisthenes

Student Research
Day
Page 6
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Business Faculty at Wenzhou Library “English Corner” Talk
On

Saturday, November
14th, WKU Business professor, Michael Black, delivered his most challenging lecture of the week –
"Draw Me a Star," to 30
early-elementary-age
English Corner attendees
at the Wenzhou Public
Library.
In what started out as
a one-time substitution,
an ongoing relationship
with the kids and librarians of the Wenzhou Public Library English Corner

Prof. Black
and
his
young
students
at
Wenzhou
Public
Library

has emerged. More than
a decade of coaching and
refereeing youth soccer
and baseball (across three
sons), back in the U.S.,
has made Michael competent to handle learners of

this age.
And, it has been rewarding to a WKU employee to use such acquired skills to serve the
Wenzhou community!

“He who asks
is a fool for
five minutes,
but he who
does not ask
remains a fool
forever.”

cont.’d from p.5, Home is a Classroom

“Yes, my dog!” I smile
watching their stunned
and amused faces.
“My friends and my
dog are my family now.”
“So if you do not miss
Italy, that is not your
home anymore?”
“Well, it is still good
to go back … I guess if
you miss a place for too
long, you forget you miss
it,” I say, a bit nostalgic
after all.
But this good point
brought me to my second
and improved definition
of home: “it is that place
where people (and dogs)
do not forget you. It is
the place you keep leaving and going back to.
Home is where it feels
familiar and safe.”
As it happens, then,
home is, in many ways
just like a train: we sit
there steadily and com-

fortably while riding to
some destination or another, talking to the
strangers that make the
trip more fun and interesting.
Home is anywhere
you learn about people’s
stories, and you realize
they are telling your own
story, too. It is learning,
together. It is this sense
of static transit, like sitting
on a train, waiting to
leave or to go back. There
is nothing really to miss or
to escape when one is in
between destinations. At
least not yet.
So, I realized that in
whatever continent I
might be living, as a student or as a teacher,
there is always a classroom to go back to, to
learn more about others,
and therefore, about ourselves, too. As we share

our stories and the ones
written by others, we become witnesses of each
other’s existence, and as
we move on, hopefully,
we will remember each
other and what we have
learned. To me, being on
a train and in a classroom
feels right when everything else makes little or
no sense.
So, wherever I may
be, home is that place
where I live, learn, grow,
and share. It is what I
keep leaving and going
back to. Home is a train.
Home is a classroom.
(Many thanks to the Student Ambassadors group,
especially Zhang Ziye
(Phoebe) and Xia Xue, for
organizing this event, on
November 7th, with so
much passion and dedication.)

Chinese proverb

Another home, in another
place … View on Manhattan
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Wenzhou-Kean University is a Chinese-American jointly established high-

er education institution with independent legal person status and limited liabilities. The 300-acre campus is located in Wenzhou, in the
Zhejiang Province of the People's Republic of China. It went into full operation in 2014.
Wenzhou-KWenzhou-Kean

88 Daxue Rd., Ouhai,
Wenzhou
Zhejiang Province
China 325060

Email:
OAANews@wku.edu.cn
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