Academic Affairs Newsletter
June 2015

Volume 1, Issue 5

Kean Provost Visit to Campus
During the first week of
Special points of
interest:
 Provost Visit to
WKU
 A “Student
Opera”

Inside this issue:
International Education
Forum in Beijing

3

A Student Opera Performance

4

WKU Lecturer to Cultural
Studies Conference

5

Faculty Update

5

Michael Toomey - Ph.D.

6

Faculty Excursion to Wenzhou

7

June,
Wenzhou-Kean
University was pleased
to host Kean University
Provost Dr. Jeffrey Toney. It was the Provost’s
second visit to the campus since it has been
established.
Time was rather
short and during two
intensive days the Provost met with a variety of
faculty, staff, and students.
As well, he
offered a workshop for
faculty on the topic of
plagiarism prevention
and the use of Turnitin.
During his meeting
with faculty, the Provost
proudly listened to nu-

Provost Toney (r.) congratulating students during the research recognition event on June 3. Their mentor, Dr. Tang
(l.) introduced the students

merous student success
stories that were shared
by their teachers. Occasionally making connections to similar accomplishments by Kean Un-

ion students, he was
able to underscore the
unity of both Kean NJ
and Wenzhou-Kean in
China.
cont.’d on p.2

WKU 2015 Spring Internship Fair
In May WKU

hosted its
first ever Student Internship Fair on campus.
Fourteen nationally and
internationally competitive companies attended the event.
In the eyes of the
students the event was
a great success. As one

student put it: “This is
my as well as my roommates’ first time attending such a job event on
campus. We need more
like this on our campus!” Given that some
students are quite inexperienced with the real
job world, the Students

Career
Development
Center invited four of
the fourteen companies
to have a company introduction session as a
vital part of that day’s
agenda.
Within the Internship Fair, it can clearly
cont.’d on p.6
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“Research is
formalized
curiosity. It is
poking and
prying with a
purpose.”
Zora Neale Hurston
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During his workshop
on Turnitin and plagiarism prevention, Provost
Toney emphasized the
importance for students
to appreciate the integrity and value of the research process., i.e. the
creation
of
new
knowledge.
As he explained,
Turnitin.com is more
than simply a tool to
catch violations of aca- Dr. Henke introducing Dr. Tondemic integrity. Rather, ey
it is designed to teach the efforts. He also launched
value of originality and the 2016 Student Reinnovation to students, search Day at WKU:
as well as critical thinking “With the help of the Rethrough evaluation of search Committee we will
work from their student begin to plan our first
peers.
Student Research Day to
A highlight of Dr. Ton- be held in Spring 2016.
ey’s visit was a research During the Fall, faculty
recognition event hosted will be able to mentor
for students from WKU student research in and
and Kean Union. In his outside of class.”
introductory
remarks,
Provost Toney then
Vice-Chancellor for Aca- handed certificates to
demic Affairs, Dr. Henke, four students from WKU
praised the students’ recognizing their excel-

lence as active participants in research work.
Following the celebration, four Kean Union
students currently visiting
Wenzhou presented their
research on environmental safety and river pollution in Wenzhou. The
students, jointly mentored by a Kean University and Wenzhou University
faculty
member,
demonstrated sophisticated research skills.
Dr. Henke expressed
his excitement about the
event: “The research
presentation and recognition of student research
at WKU and Kean University demonstrates our
burgeoning student research. Next year, the
Student Research Day
will be a proud opportunity for the students to
show the research products the created during
the Fall semester.”

Kean
University
students Aileene
Bally, Patrick Foley, and Michael
Hubal (l.-r.) during
their
research
presentation.
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The Fifth National Forum on Education
Internationalization in Beijing
On May 24-25, the 2015
National Forum on Education Internationalization took place in the
Chaoyang District of Beijing. Mr. Frank Wang
(Wang Beijiao), Chair of
the
WKU
University
Council, was invited to
attend and deliver a keynote speech in this forum.
Organized by the National Centre for Education Development Research of the Ministry of
Education
and
coorganized by the Education Committee of Chaoyang District, this forum
attracted about 500 representatives from more
than 20 provinces in China.
The conference theme
was “Education Internationalization: Strategies
and Practice,” and topics
of this meeting included
“theory and relevant policy on education internationalization”;
“review
and case study of education internationalization
among regions and universities during China’s
12th Five-Year Plan”;
“new trends, new opportunities and challenges of
education internationalization” and “how to promote the modernization
management
through

Mr. Wang delivering his speech at the National Forum in Beijing

education internationalization.”
Mr. Wang gave a
speech entitled “Exploit
the Advantages of SinoForeign Cooperative Education — Practice and
Reflections on WKU’s
internationalized operation.” After introducing
the basics of WKU, including the preparation
period, its vision, campus
planning and construction, Mr. Wang highlighted the characteristics of
WKU’s operation and the
experience gained from
the practice.
He also shared his
thoughts on the internationalization of higher
education and how to
achieve this goal. Thus,
he argued that we need
to establish a managerial
approach focused on utilizing
regional
ad-

vantages; develop academic programs based on
local needs, and tapping
the cultural resources
while strengthening cooperative education.
The delegation led by
Mr. Wang also visited
four international schools
in the Chaoyang District
of Beijing.
Following the event,
Mr. Wang commented:
“This national forum
offered a platform to
share experiences and
draw from others, helping expand the influence
of WKU. Also, as a SinoForeign University, WKU
itself is the outcome of
education internationalization, thus it is our obligation to contribute to
the discourse about it.”

“Twenty years
from now you
will be more
disappointed by
the things that
you didn’t do
than by the ones
you did do. So
throw off the
bowlines. Sail
away from the
safe harbor.
Catch the trade
winds in your
sails. Explore.
Dream.
Discover.”
— Mark Twain
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Chinese Opera, a Delight and a Surprise
A

“Don’t limit
a child to
your own
learning, for
he was born
in another
time.”
— Rabindranath
Tagore

group of WKU faculty
members was delighted
and pleasantly surprised
last month when they
saw through the side
door of the WKU (B101)
auditorium student actors dressing up for a Chinese opera. They were
busy putting on makeup
and traditional Han style
clothing.
Many were
freshmen, and as one
faculty members out it
“one of them was even

Dressed-up student performers

my student ‘accountantto-be’ Zora.”
Amazingly, Zora, who
is normally always smiling, showed a sad and
worried face throughout
the whole drama. She
was the maid attendant
to the Princess. Appar-
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Students performing Chinese opera

ently, the story was
about a Han princess who
was arranged to marry a
Manchurian prince during the Yuan Dynasty to
help keep the peace. The
students acted out parts
of a larger opera story.
Their scenes showed
the drama among the
princess, her servants,
and her aunt. Her aunt
was the loud boisterous
lady, while the princess
was the quiet, calm,
graceful character.
The show also included a wonderful moderntraditional dance: two
girls swirling gently yet
purposefully in red dresses with loose-ends that
flowed like red ink from a

brush painting of Chinese
calligraphy — or maybe
like Chinese whirling dervishes in the quiet night.
A traditional tea ceremony and traditional Chinese stringed-instrument
music were in the show,
as well. The opera was
the greatest delight, however, and it is astonishing
that Zora had no previous
acting experience considering the quality of her
performance. It would be
a real gift if students put
on the next act of that
opera, something like a
sequel. If they do, we
hope it will be advertised
to the whole school.

Volume 1, Issue 5

English Lecturer attends Cultural Studies
Conference in Japan
On June 2, WKU Lecturer
of English, Jeremiah Scalia presented at the 5th
Asian Conference on Cultural Studies in Kobe, Japan.
Presenting in the education section, Professor
Scalia and a fellow researcher gave a talk entitled Teaching Idiom and
Metaphor via Poetry in
the Chinese EFL Classroom in which they presented findings from a
short term study of the
effectiveness of poetic
discourse toward the development of pragmatic
competence in second
language learning.
Could poetry be effec-

tive in strengthening understanding of not only
the nature of poetic metaphor but also in supporting comprehension
of metaphor in a more
conventional idiomatic
sense? Could poetry
thereby support pragmatic competence of the
English language in general? These were some of
the questions that were
addressed which prompted a lively and fruitful Qand-A at the end of their
presentation.
“Having the opportunity to listen to and
offer feedback to other
researchers in various
fields, and in turn, to be
able to receive feedback

upon sharing our own
findings was certainly of
great value as we forge
ahead with this particular
study and also as we continue to develop a more
interdisciplinary academic consciousness in general,” Scalia said.
All in all, it seems it
was truly a stimulating
time in Kobe, for both
intellectual and foodie
alike as they rounded out
the conference with an
obligatory Kobe Steak
dinner. “What a great
way to digest the whole
conference experience,”
Scalia remarked. “So delicious! Or as they say in
Japan, ‘Oishidesu!’”

Faculty Update


Gustave Ado and Felice Moore Mensah, “The Influence of Cultural Factors on
HIV/IADS Education in Ivorian Schools,” in: International Quarterly of Community Health Education, Vol. 35 (3), 2015, 227-243.

Jeremiah Scalia

“All knowledge
and all increase in
knowledge does
not result in a final
point, but in a
question mark. A
plus in knowledge
means a plus in
the quality of the
questions, and
each of them will
always be replaced by new
questions.”
— Hermann Hesse
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Students during the first Student Internship Fair at WKU

“WKU students
are very competitive internationally
and presented
winning personalities in
the interview
with me.”
— Senior HR staff

from Nanhua Futures Co., Ltd.

top ten financial investment companies commented that “WKU students are very competitive internationally and
presented winning personalities in the interview
with me.”
While not including all,
this fair benefited more
than 50 junior students
(above 30%) with internship offered. We greatly
appreciate those efforts
contributed by both staff
and faculty of WKU, for
lightening a better future
of our students.

show who is ready to set the fair.
enter the labor-force.
Mr. Zhu, a Senior HR
Wenzhou-Kean
ad- staff from Nanhua Fumitted its first cohort in tures Co., Ltd., one of the
2012. After three years
of schooling, many students are now waiting for
the “exams” outside the
campus.
The current juniors,
dressed
professionally
with their bilingual resumes on hand and
smiles on their face, won
a big recognition from
senior administrators and
Human Resources per- Students took advantage of the personalized attention given to
sonnel who attended in them by company representatives

Congratulations !
During a recent graduation ceremony at his alma mater, Rutgers University in New Jersey, Mr.
Michael Toomey was conferred his Ph.D. degree
in Political Science. Dr. Toomey also received an
award from his department for “Outstanding
Global Research and Engagement.”
Well done, Michael!
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A Faculty Excursion to Wenzhou
On May 22nd a group of faculty members joined a tour that had been organized
for a lunch party at the Sheraton Hotel gourmet buffet, as well as — to work up
an appetite — to the Wenzhou Non-Material Museum. The Non-Material Museum provided an unusual and fascinating glimpse into everyday, traditional, and
beautiful artworks of Wenzhou. Below are some impressions from the museum
visit.
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Wenzhou-Kean University is a Chinese-American jointly established higher education institution with independent legal person status and limited liabilities. The 500-acre campus is located in Wenzhou, in the
Zhejiang Province of the People's Republic of China. It went into full op-

eration in 2014.
Wenzhou-Kean University

88 Daxue Rd., Ouhai,
Wenzhou
Zhejiang Province
P.R. China 325060
Submission deadline for
September issue is
August 28, 2015:
Email: OAANews@wku.edu.cn
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