
ducing talents boast 
both global views and 
patriotism.  Students 
studying in WKU should 

On the morning of Feb-

ruary 24, WKU held the 
Chinese Traditional Cul-
ture Exhibition: Chinese 
Painting and Calligraphy 
Artists at Campus. 20 
artists, including Mr. Lin 
Jiandan, Honorary Presi-
dent of Wenzhou 
Painting and Calligraphy 
Academy, Mr. He Yu-
anlong and Mr. Wu Pin-
zhen, the Honorary 
Chairman and Chairman 
of Wenzhou Calligraphy 
Association and were 
invited to attend this 
event.  

Mr. Frank Wang, 
Chair of WKU Board of 

Directors remarked,  
“this activity can be a 
great Chinese Curricu-
lum class. WKU has al-
ways focuses on pro-

Chinese Traditional Painting and 
Calligraphy Artists on Campus  
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Students, staff and guests were enthralled with the spontane-
ous demonstrations of creativity 
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On March 1st, Mr. Hao 

Ping, China’s Vice Minis-
ter of Education, visited 
Wenzhou-Kean Univer-
sity.  He was accompa-
nied by Mr. Liu Xiping, 
General Director of Edu-
cation Department of 
Zhejiang Province, and 
Mr. Xu Liyi, Secretary of 

CPC Wenzhou Com-
mittee.   

Both were accompa-
nied by Mr. Frank Wang, 
Chairman of WKU Board 
of Directors, and Mr. 
Philip Connelly, Execu-
tive Vice President of 
Kean University.  

Vice Minister of Education visits WKU  

Vice Minister Hao Ping (l.) 
enjoying the campus tour led 
by Mr. Frank Wang (r.), Chair-
man of WKU Board of Direc-
tors 



not ignore Chinese tradi-
tional culture while receiv-
ing Western education.” 

This event has not only 
attracted many Chinese 
student calligraphy and 
painting lovers, but also 
aroused great interest 
among faculty and inter-
national students on Chi-
nese culture.  

These artists worked 
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“He who asks is 
a fool for five 
minutes, but he 
who does not 
ask remains a 
fool forever.” 
 

Chinese proverb 

cont.’d from p.1, Painters on Campus 

Students from the Union 
campus also greatly en-
joyed the event 

together painted a three-
meter long Chinese 
painting with a theme of 
Spring Forever. Mr. Liu 
Jiadong, member of 
Zhejiang Painter Associa-
tion drew an ink portrait 
for Dr. Henke, the WKU 
Vice Chancellor for Aca-
demic Affairs. Interesting-
ly, Dr. Henke took a selfie 
by posing the same ges-

ture in the portrait. Inter-
national students from KU 
Ms. Bai Kejia got a 
painting as a gift. She took 
a writing brush, happily 
trying to draw a painting.  

About 50 works creat-
ed by the artists will be 
collected by WKU Art & 
Design Center and exhibit-
ed on campus.  

GLOBAL LECTURES SERIES 
 

“The Dragon and the Hummingbird:”  Dynam-
ics of Geo-Politics and Geo-Economics in the 

Caribbean 
 

Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith 
Executive-in-Residence, University at Albany (SUNY) & 

Former President of Fort Valley State University 
 

MARCH 24, 2016 
B101, 1:00 – 2:30 pm 

World Literature through William Blake  

Apprehending the world 

through literature—
(World Literature) is a nat-
ural hobby for Dr. Sophia 
Melanie Manning.  Draw-
ing from William Blake’s 
Auguries of Innocence, she 
confesses, “I embrace the 
world openly, I see the 
world in a grain of sand;” 
hence, she reached be-
yond faculty and convinc-
es an administrator, Mr. 
Steve Harris, a native of 

England to enhance the 
lecture on Blake’s body of 
work.  Mr. Harris, a great 
fan of Blake, gladly took 
on the task.  And so, the 
class began.     

Mr. Harris opened his 
lecture recounting his 
childhood memories 
learning Blake’s poems: “I 
am a life-long fan of 
Blake.”  With a fanciful 
and dramatic tone, he 
recited selected poems 
from Blake’s collection 

Songs of Innocence, “The 
Little Black Boy” and 
Songs of Experience, 
“London” and “Garden of 
Love” — Innocence syn-
onymous to childhood; 
Experience to adulthood.   

Mr. Harris emphasized 
Blake’s pioneering quest 
to bravely confront reality 
in his poetry which was 
unheard of during that 
time.  All the other Ro-

cont.’d on p.4 
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The manuscript “The 

Role of Face-Saving and 
Communication Anxiety 
in Chinese EFL Students’ 
In-Class Participation: An 
Extension of the Theory 
of Planned Behavior,” co-
edited by WKU profes-
sors Davide Girardelli and 
Vijay Patel in collabora-
tion with their students 
Xiaogao Zhou and Ting-
ting Gu, will be recog-
nized with a Top Paper 
award during the 2016 
International Communi-
cation Association 
Meeting (ICA).  

ICA, one of the most 
prestigious academic as-
sociations in the field of 
Communication Studies, 
will hold its 2016 Meeting 
in Fukuoka, Japan, on 
June 9-13. 

The paper is part of 
research project that 
aims at gaining a better 
theoretical understand-
ing of the factors that 
enable or interfere with 
students’ in-class active 
participation, an im-
portant component of 
the US educational phi-
losophy.  The WKU re-
search team will later 
design and evaluate 
effective in-class inter-
ventions and training 
programs for educators 
and instructors. 

The research project 
has been funded by WKU 
Students Partnering with 
Faculty (SpF) initiative. 

SpF is a program de-
signed to support and 
advance combined stu-
dent-faculty research and 
creative work. “Our stu-
dent assistants Xiaogao 
and Tingting have been 
engaged in this project in 
many different ways, 
from completing the data 
entry, to editing manu-
scripts, to completing the 
literature review for a 
section of our next paper. 
They are now planning a 
series of focus groups 
that they are going to run 
during the spring 2016 
semester”, explained Dr. 
Davide Girardelli.  “I real-
ly hope that this experi-
ence will help develop 
our student assistants’ 
ability to apply innovative 
theoretical perspectives 
with a variety of research 
methodologies.” 

Tingting Gu, student 
assistant, believes that 
this experience with SpF 
will assist her plan to do 

further research in the 
educational field aimed 
at improving students’ 
English learning in China: 
“Running focus groups 
was something complete-
ly new to me.  Now I 
gained a better under-
standing of this qualita-
tive methodology by ac-
tively participating in de-
signing and implementing 
a research project based 
on focus groups.”   

According to Xiaogao 
Zhou, “This project would 
not be possible without 
the patient guidance 
from Dr. Girardelli and 
Dr. Patel.  I really appreci-
ated this precious oppor-
tunity to work closely 
with them.  I also want to 
thank the SpF program 
for allowing us to join this 
intellectual adventure 
with so many extraordi-
nary and supportive pro-
fessors at Wenzhou Kean 
University.” 

Top conference paper award for faculty-student team 

“Running focus 

groups was 

something 

completely new 

to me.  Now I 

gained a better 

understanding 
of this 

qualitative 

methodology 

by actively 

participating in 

designing and 

implementing a 

research 

project based 

on focus 

groups.”   
 

Tingting Gu, student 

researcher 

L.—r.: Tingting Gu, Vijay Patel, Davide Girardelli, and Xiaogao 
Zhou.  Photo by Tongtong Chen  
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construction.  The report 
also described exchanges 
and cooperation, admis-
sions, student recruit-
ment, and how WKU 
must serve society.  

Kean University Execu-
tive Vice President Mr. 
Connelly expressed his 
gratitude for the continu-
ing support from the 
Ministry of Education and 
Chinese government at 
all levels.  He also invited 
Mr. Hao to participate in 
WKU’s First Commence-
ment in May.  

Mr. Xu Liyi said that 
the WKU served as the 
engine for a city.  He also 
pointed out that WKU 
needs to focus on im-
proving teaching quality 
and student talents quali-
ty.   At the same time, it 
should contribute to the 
city, playing an important 
role for Wenzhou’s social 
and economic develop-
ment.  

 Mr. Hao remarked, 
“First I would like to 
thank the Zhejiang Pro-
vincial Government and 
Wenzhou municipal gov-
ernment for their support 
for WKU.  I have wit-
nessed WKU’s growth: I 
received the first report 
to the Ministry of Educa-

Mr. Hao toured the 
campus, learned about 
the progress of campus 
construction and the cur-
rent operations.  He also 
put forward some sug-
gestions for WKU’s future 
development.   

This is Mr. Hao’s sec-
ond visit to WKU.  In 
March of 2012 he attend-
ed the campus ground-
breaking ceremony and 
unveiled a plaque for 
WKU with Mr. Zhao 
Hongzhu, the then Secre-
tary of CPC Zhejiang Pro-
vincial Committee. 

Mr. Hao visited the 
new student residence 
and dining halls, and he 
met WKU students and 
exchange students from 
Kean University.  He also 
went to the model class-
room, observing a 
demonstration of some 
teaching technology, 
such as the multifunc-
tional white board, and 
Mediasite, a classroom 
recording and broad-
casting system.  

Following the campus 
tour, Mr. Hao listened to 
the report from Mr. 
Frank Wang, concerning 
activities related to the 
opening of the Spring 
semester and campus 

tion for approval; then 
the groundbreaking; and 
later the official estab-
lishment. WKU starts 
from the ground, and 
now it has such a beauti-
ful campus.  The estab-
lishment of WKU is not 
only cooperation be-
tween two universities, 
but more importantly, 
this project will enhance 
the cultural exchange 
between two countries 
and serve as a model of 
cultural exchange.  In the 
future, WKU needs to 
control the university size 
and focus on “being small 
and excellent.”  

He further explained, 
“It should give full play to 
its characteristics, such as 
the small-size classroom 
and student-faculty inter-
actions.  I hope WKU will 
become of one of the 
most beautiful campuses 
in the whole world.  And I 
expect this university will 
continue to seek excel-
lence and innovation in 
attracting cultivated stu-
dent talents, producing 
scientific research, and 
boosting Wenzhou’s so-
cial and economic devel-
opment.” 

“The most 

useful piece 

of learning 

for the uses 

of life is to 

unlearn what 

is untrue.” 
 
Antisthenes 

cont.’d from p.1, Vice Minister’s Visit 

Meeting exchange students 
from the Union campus 

Executive Vice President Con-
nelly explained how far WKU 
has come in the past few 
years 
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mantic poets wrote fic-
tion, while Blake re-
sponded realistically to 
the social, political, and 
religious orders of the 
era.   

Taking relevance into 
account, Mr. Harris used 
the analogy of China’s 
current rapid growth to 
the Industrial Revolution 
of Blake’s time.  The de-
velopment of China ech-
oes the Industrial Revolu-
tion – Blake wrote in con-
text of his experience.  
The main difference is 
that China’s growth rate 
is at a higher speed.   

Blake established a 
new style of conversation 
with society when he ad-
dressed the social and 
political climate of Eng-
land through his poem 
“London.”  Blake was also 
anti-slavery.  He was the 
first known poet to put in 
poetry that the essence 
of humanity does not lie 

in physical appearance.  
This was Mr. Harris’s 
analysis of the poem, 
“The Little Black Boy.”   

Mr. Harris expounded 
on Blake’s artistic meth-
od, engraving his poems 
along with images that 
were symbolic to the lyr-
ics.  To explain Songs of 
Innocence, Mr. Harris 
juxtaposed from an ex-
pository lecture to an 
open dialogue with the 
students by questioning 
their childhood memo-
ries.  Students were 
attentive, responsive, and 
engaged in deep critical 
and creative thought.   

Dr. Manning added 
that during her child-
hood, she wrote and re-
cited monologues in re-
sponse to two of Blake’s 
popular pieces, “A Poison 
Tree” and “Auguries of 
Innocence.”  In post-
graduate school, her fa-
vorite self-assigned pro-

ject was writing episto-
lary letters to her imagi-
nary friend William Blake.  
As the world turns and 
fate would have it, it all 
reciprocates; she now 
has the choice of se-
lecting such a distin-
guished poet to include 
in her lecture.   Like 
Blake, she has some mel-
ancholy in her; the most 
challenging situations 
she’s faced have brought 
out the brightest light in 
her poetic voice.      

To conclude the lec-
ture, Mr.  Harris and Dr. 
Manning concurred that 
Blake’s body of work 
transcends generations, 
national origins, and 
effectively left the world 
a legacy of world-wide 
lyrics.     

 
 

“No bird soars too high if 
he soars with his own 
wings.” - William Blake. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

 

Student Research 
Day 

 
April 13, 2016 

cont.’d from p.2, Word Literature through Blake   

Mr. Harris (l.) during his talk to 
students in Dr. Manning’s 
class 

Students took copious notes 
during the presentation 
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hopefully, prepare their 
charges for assuming 
similar roles in the se-
mesters and years ahead. 
Doubtlessly, as routines 
are established, larger  
groups will convene for 
movie viewings and inter-
group practices. Keep 
your eyes open for future 
reports in Academic 
Affairs Newsletter. 

These are early days, 
still, and maintaining mo-
mentum had to be 
achieved through the 
disruption of the inter-
vening Spring Festival 
holiday by emphasizing 
substance over form.  
The first commitment 
was to put something in 
place to honor and re-
ward students for an in-
terest in Japanese study, 
but the club is simultane-
ously engaged in applying 
for official recognition, 
including the drafting of 
descriptions and constitu-
tions. 

All members of the 
campus community, 
whether students, facul-
ty, or administrative staff, 
and regardless of their 
current levels, are strong-
ly encouraged to join the 
Japanese Study Club if 
they are interested in 
committing to Japanese 
study. 

ganized a committee to 
design and construct a 
small number of posters, 
in Japanese for display in 
high visibility locations 
for just a few days before 
the inaugural meeting. 

Despite the busy mid-
week, mid-day schedul-
ing, there was a great 
outpouring of more than 
forty-two interested stu-
dents, staff and faculty 
putting their names on 
the official roll. 

With numbers like 
this, the organizing com-
mittee members have 
developed a correspond-
ing teaching strategy.  
The vast majority of 
members are beginners, 
unable yet to contribute 
to sustaining sessions as 
a “conversation club.” 
Therefore, the organizing 
committee members 
commit themselves to an 
hour lesson every week 
with a small group using 
our own agreed objec-
tives and materials, 
written wholly in Japa-
nese; rank and file mem-
bers — the beginners — 
attend the sessions that 
are scheduled at a con-
venient time for them.  

The organizing com-
mittee members get 
practice, then, as teach-
ers, and in that way, 

Perhaps Wenzhou-Kean 

University’s newest stu-
dent club, the Japanese 
Study Club held its first 
meeting on recently.  Its 
genesis lies in Professor 
Keith Lane’s background 
as a student, user and 
teacher of Japanese, and 
the obvious spontaneous 
Japanese language inter-
ests of his WKU students, 
some of whom, like our 
main student organizers, 
Sherry, Hui and Murasaki, 
have attained a high level 
of proficiency in study 
either in classes off cam-
pus, or by the hard slog 
of disciplined independ-
ent study.  

As a new faculty mem-
ber, starting just Septem-
ber last year, he became 
aware of a general inter-
est in Japanese among 
the freshmen who make 
up the majority of his 
classes.  A number of his 
colleagues also have 
some passing experience 
and interest in the sub-
ject, and turned out that 
there is an apparently 
adequate community of 
experience and interest 
to generate and sustain a 
Japanese Study Club.  

Indeed, there was an 
immediate outpouring of 
enthusiasm among fresh-
man volunteers, who or-

New student Japanese Study Club 

A view on Japan’s iconograph-
ic Mount Fuji 

“In the world 

nothing is more 

soft and yielding 

than water.  

[…]  The 

flexible can 

overcome the 

stiff.” 
 
Lao-tzu 
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Dr. Eric Prentis, an expert 

on energy markets, eco-
nomics and policy, recent-
ly published his research 
on how to store more effi-
ciently energy won by 
renewable sources of en-
ergy. 

The paper is important 
because it explains how 
to create a grid-scale en-
ergy storage system (ESS) 
that makes, for the first 
time, wind and solar re-
newable energy — dis-
patchable, reliable and 
efficient.  Existing and 
recent discoveries in 
battery technology are 
analyzed, with the most 
appropriate recommend-
ed for use in the new ESS. 

Additionally, an innova-
tive time-shifting ESS de-
sign approach is present-
ed that decouples elec-
tricity production from 
use, considerably improv-
ing total wind and solar 
power peak average ca-
pacity contribution val-
ues. 

Having abundant, dis-
patchable, reliable, effi-
ciently produced electrici-
ty, available from renewa-
ble energy, is the goal 
fulfilled in this paper.  The 
new, grid-scale Alumini-
um-ion (Al-ion) time-
shifting ESS presented is 
economically efficient and 
universally advanta-
geous—for power genera-

tion suppliers, consumers 
and the environment.  

When the Al-ion ESS 
design approach becomes 
policy, and is fully imple-
mented; it will materially 
transform and modernize 
the electric power indus-
try. 

Dr. Prentis graduated 
with an undergraduate 
degree in engineering 
from Northeastern Uni-
versity, an MBA in finance 
from Boston University, 
and a Ph.D. in finance/
decision sciences from 
the University of Houston.  
He is a registered profes-
sional engineer, and has 
ten years of energy indus-
try experience. 

During his recent visit to WKU, Professor Quentin Parker (second from right) from 
the University of Hong Kong offered a number of different opportunities for fu-
ture collaboration for student and faculty exchange, as well as graduate study op-
portunities for well-qualified WKU graduates.  The talks continue. 

Business professor publishes on storing solar energy 

Eric L. Prentis 

“Others 

have seen 

what is and 

asked why.  

I have seen 

what could 

be and 

asked why 

not.” 

 
Pablo Picasso 
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