
dents’ well-being,” “The 
Effect of Emotion in an 
Ultimatum Game: The 
Bio-Feedback Evi-
dence,” “Chinese Na-
tionalism, Cyber-
Populism and Cross-
Straits Relations,” or   

On April 19, WKU held 

the second iteration of 
its Student Research 
Day (SRD).  The day be-
gan with setting up 
posters and getting or-
ganized in the class-
rooms assigned for stu-
dent presentation.  Stu-
dent participation this 
year grew to over 50 
students, who actively 
presented posters and / 
or PowerPoint support-
ed research they had 
undertaken in the 
course of the Fall and 
early Spring semester. 

Contributions were 
made by virtually all 
major s represented at 
WKU, and clearly 
demonstrated the high  
aspirations of the stu-
dents and the quality of 

mentoring they re-
ceived.  Some – more or 
less randomly selected 
titles – are representa-
tive of the broad array 
of interests and re-
search  accomplished:   
consider “Phubbing’s 
influence on WKU stu-

2nd Student Research Day 
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Student Debaters’ Hone their Skills 

Over the weekend from 

April 21-24, 2017, Wei 
Wanting (Vivian) and Jia 
Yutian (Tina), two tal-
ented freshman stu-
dents, represented 
Wenzhou-Kean Univer-
sity and our English De-

bating Society at the 
Foreign Language 
Teaching and Research 
Press National Debating 
Contest’s East Regional 
Finals.  They successfully 
competed through five 
full rounds of grueling 

debates at Anhui Uni-
versity in Hefei outscor-
ing dozens of other 
competitors despite 
being only in their first 
year at WKU.  Mean-
while, the English De-

Hearing it from a fellow student can be a powerful reinforce-
ment to learning ... 



“MathCraft: an Android 
Math Game for Children 
with ASD,” to mention just 
a few good examples. 

During the lunch hour, 
presenting students and 
mentoring faculty and 
staff were treated to food 
and thoughts.  While sam-
pling from a buffet-style 
lunch, the invited keynote 
speaker delivered her re-
flections on what “Be[ing] 
Global Citizens” means to 
her.  Dr. Terry-Ann Jones, 
Associate Professor of So-
ciology at Fairfield Univer-
sity in Connecticut, told 
students about her per-
sonal journey through aca-
demia, and –  in examples 
sprinkled  with anecdotes 
– recalled how education 
and migration have trans-
formed her into a global 
citizen, and how this has 
contributed to her ability 
to travel and learn about 
new cultures, while pursu-
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Dr. Terry-Ann Jones, the keynote speaker, during her presentation 

ing a professional career  
along the way. 

As Vice-Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs, Dr. Hen-
ke, remarked, this year’s 
event was a success, and 
bodes well for even better 
next year:  “I am so im-
pressed with the quality, 
depth, and breadth of 
research our students are 
producing with the guid-

ance of their faculty men-
tors.  It shows their great 
potential and ambitions, 
and bodes well for their 
futures as professionals.  I 
still proudly recall one of 
our graduates last year, 
who has been successful 
in being accepted into the 
University of Chicago for 
graduate studies in sociol-
ogy – a major we don’t 
even offer here at WKU.”  
Equally important were 
the graphic design posters 
and projects exhibited  in 
the poster session, 
demonstrating that crea-
tivity and originality are 
alive at WKU.  

Best student presenta-
tions and broad faculty 
mentorship will be further 
recognized by certificates 
that will be given later in 
the semester.  WKU looks 
forward with confidence 
to its 3rd SRD in 2018! 

Student presenters responding to questions from the audience. 
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bating Society sponsor, 
Professor Prince, was the 
chief adjudicator in sev-
eral other rounds.   

The issues debated 
included such questions 
as, “This House would 
make assistance to cul-
tural minorities contin-
gent on their acceptance 
of gender equality prac-
tices,” and, “This House 
would criminalize climate 
change denialism.”   

Tina and Vivian not 
only outscored and out-
performed many other 
debaters, but equally as 
important, they met hun-
dreds of teachers and 
students from many 
different provinces, mak-
ing new alliances and 
building the reputation of 
WKU.  Most important of 
all, they honed their criti-
cal thinking skills, refining 
their capacity to con-
struct and evaluate argu-
ments that are logical 
and persuasive, tested 
their English fluency dur-

ing this baptism of fire, 
and developed more con-
fidence in their ability to 
express themselves in 
public. 

The skills learned in 
debate will serve them in 
all their future endeav-
ors, long after the days of 
interscholastic competi-

tion are gone.  The Eng-
lish Debating Society in-
vites all other students 
interested in developing 
these skills to join them, 
as we plan and look for-
ward to an even more 
active and successful year 
in 2017-2018. 

cont.’d from p.1, Student Debaters’  Score 

L. to r.:   Wei Wanting (Vivian) , Professor Prince, and Jia Yutian 
(Tina), 

Davide Girardelli, Assis-

tant professor in Commu-
nication, is the recipient 
of an “Untenured Faculty 
Research Initia-
tive” (UFRI) internal 
award.  Kean University’s 
UFRI program was estab-
lished in 1998 through a 
letter of agreement be-
tween Kean University 

and the Kean Federation 
of Teachers to support 
the research efforts for 
original research or crea-
tive works in any disci-
pline.  

Dr. Girardelli is one of 
the seven recipients of 
the 2017-2018 awards 
and the first WKU profes-
sor to receive an UFRI.  

His research has already 
been recognized interna-
tionally with a Top Paper 
award during the 2016 
International Communi-
cation Association 
Meeting (ICA), one of the 
most prestigious academ-
ic associations in the field 
of communication stud-
ies.  

WKU Professor wins Internal Research Award 

Dr. Davide Girardelli 

cont.’d on p.7 
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CEO of Wunderman Chi-
na, and Rob Campbell, 
Regional Head of Plan-
ning of Wieden + Kenne-
dy Shanghai, picked their 
favorites to play for the 
crowd and told us why 
the ads are good, bad or 
just plain ugly.  Mean-
while audience members, 
including our students, 
were also encouraged to 
cheer for their favorite 
ads and were given op-
portunities to win ex-
citing prizes during the 
evening. 

The Showcase was 
particularly valuable to 
the students as they had 
learned a great deal 
about what is important 
in advertising, how to 
market products and ser-
vices effectively, how to 
change consumers’ per-
ceptions in advertising 
and etc.   

As one of the stu-
dents, Yi Yang, put it: 
“Among three advertising 
experts’ critiques, what 
Bryce Whitwam shared 
impressed me the most. 
After presenting several 
Super Bowl ads to us, he 
concluded two general 
principles in most suc-
cessful American adver-
tisement.  The first is the 
American dream, which 
always arouses people’s 
will of pursuing a better 
life.  And the second one 
is to make the content 
controversial so that it 

Organized by the Ameri-

can Chamber of Com-
merce in Shanghai 
(AmCham Shanghai) Mar-
keting & Media Com-
mittee, the 2017 Super 
Bowl TV Ads – Creative 
Showcase featured the 
best, the funniest, the 
bizarre and the most ce-
lebrity-filled ridiculous-
ness that aired on TV dur-
ing the Super Bowl.  Six 
WKU business students 
and Dr. Huafan Ma 
attended the event and 
celebrated together with 
other attendees the real 
highlight of the event – 
the TV Ads.  

The Super Bowl is one 
of the most watched 
sporting events in the 
world, with a 30-second 
TV spot during the game 
selling for US$ 4-4.5 mil-
lion.  Known as much for 
high-stakes sports drama 
as for creative advertise-
ments, the Super Bowl is 
the only TV program 
where people will actual-
ly stay to watch the com-
mercials, rather than go 
to the bathroom or make 
a sandwich during the 
breaks.  

A panel of experts 
from the advertising 
community gave their 
critique of this year's Su-
per Bowl advertisements. 
Fred Raillard, Co-Founder 
and Creative CEO of Fred 
& Farid, Bryce Whitwam, 

can cause a buzz virally.   
I think that although the 
two principles look sim-
ple and cannot summa-
rize all types of advertise-
ment, they are valuable 
beliefs from a veteran.”  

Another student, Kejin 
Han, appeared to have 
learned something differ-
ent in a post-event dis-
cussion.  “The genre of an 
advertisement is very 
important.  Before struc-
turing an ad, it’s im-
portant to be clear about 
what you want your audi-
ence to feel.  There 
should be a theme or 
core for the ad, or it 
would be nonsense. 
Some ads are touching, 
some are funny, some 
make people think, and 
others tell the answer.  It 
would be easier to form 
an advertisement if 
you’ve already known 
what type fits your cor-
porate culture the best 
and delivers the spirit of 
the company best,” she 
said.  

The event also turned 
out to be a great oppor-
tunity for the students to 
familiarize themselves 
with informal business 
settings and improve 
their interpersonal com-
munication skills.  It came 
as a surprise for the stu-
dents that most of the 
attendees were profes-

Analyzing the Super Bowl ads 

2017 AmCham Shanghai Super Bowl Ads Showcase 

WKU students spent an intensive 
evening among professional s and 
managers  

cont.’d on p.6 
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Gina Roach, faculty mem-

ber in the English pro-
gram, has been awarded 
her Ph.D. from the School 
of Education, University 
of Nottingham, UK.  Fol-
lowing the award in No-
vember 2016, conditional 
upon minor corrections (a 
standard requirement 
with UK universities), no-
tification was received in 
March that all corrections 
are complete and the 
award finalized.   

Gina’s Ph.D. focused 
on what knowledge prac-
tices are assessed as 
“critical thinking” in stu-
dent writing (an expres-
sion/concept extensively 
used in western universi-
ties) by senior academics; 
most especially in the 
Business Studies and Po-
litical Science fields.   

This interest was moti-
vated by an awareness 
that there was, and still is, 
a general vagueness and 
difference in foci amongst 
academics surrounding 
the notion of “critical 
thinking” in student 
writing – both in terms of  
what it is and how it is 
defined – yet it is some-
thing “naturally assumed” 
to be a transferable ge-
neric graduate attribute. 
Despite the vagueness 
and lack of clarity of what 
writing practices are con-
sidered to be demonstra-
ble “critical thinking” the 

concept continually per-
vades university mission 
statements and university 
policies. 

The research utilized 
distinction/A graded es-
says written by  postgrad-
uate Chinese students 
studying in a western con-
text and cross-examined  
the oft stated belief 
(erroneous) that Chinese 
students “cannot do criti-
cal thinking” in writing. 
The dissertation revealed 
that the core of the issue 
is not so much that stu-
dents (Chinese or any par-
ticular culture) can or can-
not demonstrate critical 
thinking practices in 
writing but that the “rules 
of the game” for success-
ful critical thinking prac-
tices in writing are often 
hidden and denied to stu-
dents.  

The main reason for 
this is the dominance of 
process theories of 
writing in higher educa-
tion in the past 40 years. 
Process theories of 
writing draw on cognitive 
psychology methods and 
theories which view the 
activity of writing as an 
individual (rather than 
social) endeavor and view 
students’ processes as 
something to be respect-
ed.  They learn the rules 
of the game of writing 
from feedback on the 
margins of their work, 

unanalyzed samples of 
expert writers and 
through approximating at 
what an “expert” assessor 
requires at each draft 
stage.  Students are faced 
with “invisible rules of the 
game” with only a few 
(who share the same lin-
guistic code as the facilita-
tor) being able to success-
fully demonstrate “critical 
thinking practices” in 
writing.   

In seeking an answer 
to the “obscured ques-
tion” – “what practices 
are assessed as ‘critical 
thinking’ in student 
writing?” – the disserta-
tion brought together two 
major theories: a socio-
logically-based theory of 
knowledge (Legitimation 
Code Theory) and a theo-
ry of language use 
(Systemic Functional Lin-
guistics).  The “marrying” 
of such semiotic theories 
had not been attempted 
previously, or employed 
in such a practical fashion, 
and has led to the thesis 
being declared as “cutting
-edge.”  Accordingly, it 
has attracted attention 
from Educational Linguists 
and Sociologists of 
Knowledge in the UK, 
Hong Kong, Australia and 
South Africa as well as 
leading to invites to pre-
sent and participate at 
conferences and seminars 

Congratulations, Dr. Roach! 

cont.’d on p.6 

Dr. Gina Roach 



“rules of the game” for 
success  in Higher Educa-
tion. 

“assessment of excel-
lence” and to making a 
significant contribution to 
explicit teaching of the 

around the world. 
Gina looks forward to 

further researching and 
publishing in the field of 

The Utopian, Dystopian 

Ecotopias conference is 
held annually in Krakow, 
Poland in Villa Decius, an 
old manor with creaky 
steps, wooden banisters, 
ornate rugs, and ex-
posed, hand-painted 
beams.  I am told it was 
the headquarters for the 
Gestapo during the Ger-
man occupation. This at-
mosphere provides a lo-
cation conducive for con-
templating dystopias and 
darker aspects of society 
that corrective utopias 
spring from. 

Facta Ficta Research 
Centre organizes the con-

ference and limits partici-
pants to 75 in order to 
increase interaction be-
tween attendees. There 
is a single presentation 
room, which eliminates 
competing presentations 
and maximizes attend-
ance and subsequent dis-
cussion.  

There were a number 
of interesting presenta-
tions including a musicol-
ogist’s view of Muzak as 
dystopic, analyses of lit-
erary utopias and dysto-
pias, and an eminent uto-
pian scholar, Gregory 
Claeys, discussed the ne-
cessity of monsters 
across cultural narratives. 

I found each of these 
talks interesting and 
many of these people 
reciprocated by attending 
my presentation and 
offering feedback. 

One of my long-term 
projects is a utopian nar-
rative, so I presented on 
some of the issues I’m 
experiencing in my work, 
including a genre analysis 
of how utopian narratives 
have changed over time. 
The process of my own 
analysis was beneficial as 
was the feedback I re-
ceived afterward. 
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English Faculty to Literary Conference in Poland 
by Dr. Jennifer Marquardt 

cont’d. from p.5, Congratulations! 

sionals, managers, and 
marketers.  Instead of 
feeling apprehensive, the 
students presented 
themselves well during 
the event and had inter-
esting discussions with 
other attendees. 

Overall, students have 
benefited tremendously 
from attending the Show-
case event.  The trip 
turned out to be very 
enjoyable as well.  

cont’d. from p.4, Super Bowl Ads 

Dr. Jennifer Marquardt 

The WKU “Super Bowl team” in Shanghai 



“He who 

asks is a fool 

for five 

minutes, but 

he who does 

not ask 

remains a 

fool forever.” 
 

Chinese proverb 
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 Al-Malkavi, H.-A., Mansumitrchai, S., and Al-Habib, Md., “Online banking in 

an emerging market: evidence from Saudi-Arabia,” in: International Journal of 

Electronic Finance, Vol.9 No.1, (2016), pp.1-17. 

On April 20, students, 

staff and faculty partici-
pated in an intriguing 
lecture on “Medieval Civ-
ilization and Ancient 
Rhetoric,” presented by 
Dr. Shawn Ramsey, Assis-
tant Professor of English 
at WKU.  During his lec-
ture, part of the Vice-
Chancellor’s Lecture Se-
ries (VCLS), Dr. Ramsey 
provided a discussion on 
the history and signifi-
cance of rhetoric during 
the Middle Ages.   

Dr. Ramsey led a keen-
ly interested audience 
through a history of rhet-
oric providing examples 
of how a variety of peo-

Vice-Chancellor’s Lecture on Rhetoric during 
the Middle Ages 

ple utilized new and 
evolving rhetorical tech-
niques to shape thought 
during the Middle Ages.   

Dr. Ramsey’s main 
thesis of the discussion 
was that while the Mid-
dle Ages are frequently 
thought of as a low peri-
od for intellectual 
thought, changes in rhe-
torical practices during 
that time significantly 
altered the path of civili-
zation.  By discussing his-
torical figures such as 
Cicero and Brunetto 
Latini, Dr. Ramsey devel-
oped a thread through 
the history of rhetorical 
practices in the Middle 
Ages that still resonates 

today.   
The Vice-Chancellor’s 

Lecture Series is intended 
to provide insight into a 
variety of academic disci-
plines.  Further, the VCLS 
gives students and staff 
the opportunity to learn 
about the broad range of 
interests and academic 
expertise of WKU faculty.   

Dr. Ramsey provided 
just such an opportunity. 
All who attended left the 
lecture with a much more 
in-depth understanding 
of rhetoric and how it can 
influence the direction 
and evolution of civiliza-
tion. 

Dr. Shawn Ramsey 

Dr. Girardelli and his 
team will continue the 
investigation of the fac-
tors that enable and in-
terfere with in-class ac-
tive participation, an im-
portant component of 
the U.S. educational phi-
losophy.  The long term 
goal is to design effective 

in-class interventions and 
training programs intend-
ed to promote better 
class environments at 
WKU and in other inter-
national branch campus-
es.  

“I am very honored to 
have been considered for 
this competitive award”, 

commented Dr. Davide 
Girardelli, “and hope that 
my research will contrib-
ute in supporting Kean 
University’s reputation as 
a leading world-class in-
stitution where original 
teaching methods are 
developed and imple-
mented.” 

cont’d. from p.3, Internal Award 
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