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A

university delegation
including Kean University
Executive
VicePresident for Operations Phil Connelly, Associate Vice-President
for Academic Affairs Dr.
Holger Henke, and Mr.
Frank Wang, Chair of
the WKU University
Council, travelled to
Ningbo on April 24to
attend the Sino-Foreign
Cooperative University
Presidents Forum of the
Second Council Meeting
of Sino-Foreign Cooperative University Union,
hosted at the University
of Nottingham, Ningbo.
A total of eight SinoForeign
universities
were represented at the

meeting and exchanged
information about their
academic
programs,
issues of testing and
assessment, as well as
innovative practices of

“talent cultivation” and
challenges of operating
within the Chinese educational system. Apart
from
Wenzhou-Kean
cont.’d on p.2

Faculty-led Conversations about Best Teaching Practices
On

10
11

L.-r.: Mr. Wang Beijiao, Dr. Holger Henke, Mr. Phil Connelly,
and Mr. Jin Junxin at the Ningbo meeting

April 15, WenzhouKean University held the
first in a new series of
faculty-led informal conversations about best
teaching practices for
foreign faculty in China.
The new series, dubbed
“Ten Minute Wednesdays: Conversations on

Pedagogy and Best
Teaching Practices at
WKU,” was conceived
by
Associate
VicePresident Henke and
Professor Luciana Lew
during one of their first
meetings following Dr.
Henke’s arrival in Wenzhou in March.

Professor Lew accepted the invitation to
organize the first panel,
and – following some
scheduling challenges –
brought together a diverse group of her
peers. As her conversation partners for the
cont.’d on p.6
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“Others have
seen what is
and asked
why. I have
seen what
could be and
asked why
not.”
Pablo Picasso
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University,
institutions
such Jiaotong-Liverpool
University, Duke Kunshan
University, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong
(Shenzen), and NYU
Shanghai were represented. The meeting was
opened by a keynote
speech by Professor Fujia
Yang,
president
of
Nottingham-Ningbo, who
reflected on the role of
liberal arts in Chinese
higher education tradition.
A number of representatives from the central and Zhejiang provincial governments, Ningbo
municipal officials, a Bank
of China speaker, and the
local press were in
attendance
and
addressed the meeting.
In his address to the
gathering, Mr. Jianjun
Cen, Director of the Department of International
Cooperation and Exchanges of the PRC Ministry of Education, elaborated on China’s pursuit
of new values in higher
education. Not only does
China recognize the overwhelming importance of
having a workforce which
has mastered the English
language, but it also encourages the study of

Mr. Jianjun Cen

other languages, so that
the country can engage
at deeper levels with other countries and cultures.
Mr. Cen also explained
that China intends to
achieve levels of educational excellence that will
attract international students in large numbers
and even get into the
position where it can
eventually provide an
education for future
prime ministers and presidents of foreign countries.
Significantly, he also
emphasized that there is
a much greater recognition for the role of the
liberal arts in higher education, so that the entire
person is educated not
just a “specialist” trained
in his or her “field.”
Bank of China Deputy
Governor Li Sucheng
spoke about his institu-

tion’s past hiring and future plans for graduates
from Sino-Foreign institutions. No doubt, there is
demand for graduates
emerging from these institutions.
On behalf of the WKU
delegation Mr. Wang
gave a well-received address about positioning
the advantages of SinoForeign education in the

Professor Fujia Yang

context of local development in Wenzhou.
The WKU delegation
emerged from the forum
with a clear sense that,
while the different institutions represented in
the Union are at different stages in their development and in pursuit of
slightly different missions, they all faced similar concerns and opportunities.
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University Leadership meets with Ministry of
Education officials
On

April 17, Executive
Vice President for Operations of Kean University,
Mr. Philip Connelly, had a
meeting with Ms. Chen
Yinghui, Deputy Director
General of the Department of International
Cooperation and Communication in the Ministry of
Education of the PRC.
Meeting at the Ministry of Education in Beijing, Mr. Connelly introduced the officials to the
origin and history of
Wenzhou-Kean University (WKU) in China, as well
as to the plans for future
development. He also
gave an invitation to officials of the Ministry to
visit Kean University in
New Jersey.
Deputy Director Chen
Yinghui extended her appreciation for Kean University’s sincere cooperation with China. She fully
recognized the achievement the two parties

Kean and Wenzhou-Kean University delegation members (rightleft) Mr. Paul Huang, Mr. Qian Qiang, Mr. Faruque Chowdhury,
and Mr. Phil Connelly posing with Ms. Chen (ctr.) and other ministry officials following their meeting

have made since the
preparation and official
establishment of Wenzhou-Kean University and
expressed her confidence
in the future development of WKU. Ms. Chen
said the Ministry of Education would always support WKU in various aspects, including policy,
hoping this school will be
a successful model of
Sino-foreign cooperation
by pursuing a characteris-

tic road of development.
Mr. Chen Dali, Director
of the Ministry’s Division
of America and Oceanic
Affairs, Mr. Wangyi, Deputy Director of the Ministry’s Division of Crossborder Education Partnership of International
Cooperation and Exchanges, and Mr. Qian
Qiang, Vice Chair of the
WKU University Council
also accompanied this
meeting.

“To know what
people really
think, pay regard
to what they do,
rather than what
they say.”
— George Santayana

WKU CAREER WORKSHOP DAY
Saturday, May 16, 2015
Room 401 C @ 9:00 am
An opportunity for 3rd year and 2nd year students to participate in a “Career Workshop
Day” with faculty to assist them in developing a “game plan” for identifying and achieving their post-baccalaureate plans and desires.
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The 3rd WKU Game Festival
On April 10th, Wenzhou-

“Don’t limit
a child to
your own
learning, for
he was born
in another
time.”
— Rabindranath
Tagore
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Kean University hosted
its 3rd Game Festival.
The event, held in the
university’s auditorium,
began with the performance by Anaerobe (a
band of WKU’s Music
club).
Dressed-up as Jinx
(the character in an
online game) and Banana
Man, the two hosts became the eye-catchers. In
order to make the audi-

Dressed-up student performers

ence feel more included,
the organizers offered a
WeChat
Wall(screen),
which enabled the listeners to make comments
on the performance of
the players and express
their feelings in realtime.
League of Legends
and DOTA, now some the
most popular games, became the highlights of

Student band Anaerobe performing during the festival

the event. The competition was so fierce that
audience was very excited, and someone even
got a microphone to
show excitement, acting
as a running commentary.
Organizers said that,

since the Game Festival
has been successfully held
for three times, they hope
they would continue to
gain support from the university and they would
continue to improve in
the future.

Students made full use of all the available technology to create an
inclusive event
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Wenzhou-Keaners Debut in Kean
Student Government
During

their WKU study
abroad program, the
president of the WKU
student government, Jia
Feng, secretaries Yan Lu
and Xiaogao Zhou recently got their jobs in the
student government of
Kean USA. In such a new
and intense studying environment, how did they
Students made smart use of the communications infrastructure
work?
Yan Lu shared with us our directors back in different from those in a
her experience working Wenzhou for further Chinese university.
as an international stu- modification before the
Due to the visa issue,
dent: “In this Spring se- final voting process actu- we could not get paid
mester, we not only got a ally starts. It is expected before we get social segreat chance of studying to be put into practice curity number. Thus, our
and living in Kean USA as this spring semester director,
Stephanie,
other exchange students which would be a huge would arrange a meal or
from WKU, but we also progress for WKU-SG.
lunch for us every time
gained a working opporBesides drafting the after work.
tunity in the Kean Stu- election rules, with the
On March 11, we had
dent Government (KSG).
help of KSG, we also plan a Skype meeting with the
As this year’s WKU to make adjustments in members of WKU-SG,
Student Government Ex- its organizational struc- discussing about the elececutive Board is around ture, budget plan, sala- tion draft. What made it
the corner, a set of com- ries and compensation, exciting is that the KSG
prehensive and effective etc. Working in the stu- specially arranged their
rules for election are an dent government, all of high-tech facilities for
immediate need. Thus, us gained the knowledge this meeting. You really
on the basis of already of how KSG works and its have to come to visit this
existing rules, we worked strength compared to modern meeting table on
with the staff from KSG in ordinary student govern- the sixth floor of that
order to draft more com- ment in Chinese universi- building where you can
prehensive, transparent ties. The core values of a see New York City from
and justified new election defined division of labor its balcony.
rules for WKU-SG.
and the idea of democraWe are looking forAfter more than two cy to the development of ward to a better Student
weeks of discussion, the a student organization Organization being built
draft finally came out, also makes the US Stu- up in Wenzhou-Kean.”
and will be handed to the dent Government system
whole WKU-SG body and

Putting SG at the center

WKU SG leaders in Kean Union
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Panel presenters (left to right): Professor Luciana Lew, Dr.
Gustave Ado, Professor Ian Peterkin, and Dr. Tiffany Tang

“All knowledge
and all increase
in knowledge
does not result
in a final point,
but in a question
mark. A plus in
knowledge
means a plus in
the quality of the
questions, and
each of them will
always be replaced by new
questions.”
— Hermann Hesse

panel, Professor Lew invited Dr. Gustave Ado
(Biology), Professor Ian
Peterkin (English), and
Dr.
Tiffany
Tang
(Computer Science), who
were all able to share
their perspective with the
interested audience.
Issues pertaining to
classroom management
and designing an interactive environment, promoting open and riskfree classroom conversations, and talking openly
about expectations for
success in academia and
beyond were on the
speakers’ list of items.

Said Professor Peterkin:
“Getting students to get
past cultural and traditional reticence in the
classroom – reluctance to
speak – I tend to get that
out of the way early, and

Professor Peterkin emphasizing a point during his presentation

let them know that my
classroom is dynamic.
And I let them know exactly what to expect.”
The important role of
peer-learning was also
mentioned. As Dr. Tang
explained: “I ask them to
group together in different groups and tell them
to find the dynamics in
the group, try to find
each other’s strength and
try to exploit those to
learn from each other.”
Participants and audience in the conversation
found the experience
stimulating and worthwhile, and the second
panel is currently in preparation.
As Associate
Vice-President Henke put
it following the event:
“This first panel started
out small, but it demonstrates that we are on a
road forward to improving pedagogy, the levels
of discourse, and other
aspects of our operations. We will go from
here, and from strength
to new strengths.”

Crossing Borders: Philosophy and Science
by Yijun Evelyn Shi

On
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April 11, 2015, we
had a special class ̶ an
interdisciplinary lecture
about Medical Ethics,
given by Dr. Gustave Ado
and Professor Charles

Miceli. It was a fantastic
lecture and deeply impressed us.
At the beginning of the
lecture, we talked about
“science”
and
“philosophy.” Professor

Miceli used a vivid description to tell us the
differences between science and philosophy. He
defined philosophy as
creating more and more
cont.’d on p.7
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The combined “philosopher-scientist” classes

questions and searching
for
answers,
while
“science” is answering
those questions by proven facts. It is necessary
for us to know these two
words because science
and philosophy both connect us all, and this is the
first step to help us understand these subjects.
Nowadays there is a
growing concern about
medical ethics. By definition, medical ethics is
about the application of
moral principles to medicine. I have never been
concerned about these
questions before because
I think they are far from
our daily lives.
Now,
however, I will consider
these topics.
One topic that was
discussed was euthanasia. Some believe they

should end their lives
because of pain. In the
film Million Dollar Baby
the leading actress asked
her friend to end her life.
In some way, euthanasia
seemed to be just like
suicide.
In another case, a
French woman suffered a
terrible disease that
changed her appearance,
and she wanted to die
because of the way the
disease disfigured her.
Finally, she was denied
the right to end her life
because this reason was
not deemed to be strong
enough.
We also talked about
medical experiments. In
most cases, doctors use
animals such as rats instead of people. But in
some particular cases,
especially in history, ex-

periments on a living persons were performed.
For instance, during
World War, the Japanese
(Unit 731) performed
medical experiments on
Chinese people. This action went against standard practices in medical
ethics.
This special lecture left
a great impression on us.
Dr. Ado and Professor
Miceli added some depth
to these topics. Professor Jeremiah Scalia also
participated in this class
and asked several meaningful questions. They
guided us to think more
about questions rather
than tell us what is right
or wrong directly. In a
word, I enjoyed this kind
of interdisciplinary lecture.

“Twenty years
from now you
will be more
disappointed by
the things that
you didn’t do
than by the ones
you did do. So
throw off the
bowlines. Sail
away from the
safe harbor.
Catch the trade
winds in your
sails. Explore.
Dream.
Discover.”
— Mark Twain
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WKU Research at ACM Human Computer
Interaction Conference

L.-r.: Yongfu Wang, Dr. Pinata Winoto, and Dr. Tiffany Tang

During

The WKU poster (second from
the left), along with posters by
researchers from University of
Basel and MIT; many other posters are from world-class universities such as Carnegie-Mellon
Univ., Harvard, Stanford, Univ.
College London, Univ. Edinburgh,
TU München, RWTH, Univ. Tokyo,
Tsinghua Univ., NUS, KAIST,
among others
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April 18 to 23,
2015, Computer Science
professors Dr. Tiffany Y.
Tang, Dr. Pinata Winoto,
and junior student Yongfu (Relic) Wang attended
the 33rd Annual ACM
Conference on Human
Factors in Computing
(ACM CHI 2015) in Seoul,
Korea.
CHI is the premier international forum for human-computer interaction. This year, the conference attracted more
than 2,900 researchers
from around the world to
exchange their latest research in advancing Human-Computer and Human-Robot interactions.
During the conference, the WKU team presented their system
“Having Fun Over a Distance: Supporting Multiplayer Online Ball Passing
Using Multiple Sets of
Kinect,” together with
presenters from MIT Arti-

ficial Intelligence Lab and
from the University of
Basel (one of the leading
universities in Switzerland); many other students from such top universities as Harvard University, Stanford University, Carnegie Mellon University, Princeton University, Northwestern University, Cornell University, Georgia Institute of
Technology, National University of Singapore, University of Tokyo, also
showed their works.
The
demonstrated
system made use of
three sets of Microsoft
Kinect to construct an
augmented virtual ball
passing game that allows
multi-players to interact
with each other over a
distance. Meanwhile, it
also allows users to be
able to see each other in
person and the environment.
Meanwhile, the WKU

team also presented their
work in the Third International Symposium of Chinese CHI (Chinese CHI
2015) during April 18-19,
2015. Chinese CHI is the
leading Chinese forum
for research in all areas
of Human-Computer Interaction. It attracts an
international community
of
practitioners,
researchers, academics and
students from a wide
range of disciplines including user experience
design, software engineering, human factors,
information systems, social science and creative
industries among other
disciplines. Other speakers presenting their papers in the venue came
from National Taiwan
University, University of
Michigan, Tsinghua University, Peking University,
etc.
Dr. Tang, Dr. Winoto
and Yongfu (Relic) would
like to acknowledge the
support from WenzhouKean University, especially the Academic Affair
Office.
Many thanks also go
to Stellar Shi from the
Academic Affairs office
for her help and kindness.
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Learning to Manipulate Genetics and DNA
If

science only explains
10% of the mysteries in
the world, it must come
from genetics revealing
that DNA is the most divine code for passing
down all the information
from generation to generation. Genetics establishes the foundation to
understand the life and
living organisms.
As a biological researcher and educator,
Wenzhou-Kean University’s Dr. Yu “Yoyo” Meng,
who holds a Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology from Clemson
University, upholds the
belief that teaching sci-

Dr. Yu Meng

ence can never be possible if you don’t help students learn how to apply
essential concepts to the
real scientific problems.
The primary goal of the
Genetics lab she de-

Dr. Meng’s students working in the lab

signed is to inspire the
students to create and
conduct their own experiments using the model
system Drosophila (Fruit
flies) to confirm the findings from the two most
famous geneticists, Mendel and Morgan, which
she teaches them in
class. There, they learn a
set of techniques to manipulate, mate, and anesthetize the Drosophila.
In the following labs,
Dr. Meng will teach them
how to extract and detect DNA -– “the most
beautiful thing created by
nature,” as she puts it.
To begin with, students
learn how to grow a bacterial culture (E. coli) by
using sterile techniques.
Students also learn
gram staining to confirm
the characteristic of E.
coli.
In the end, the students learn to extract

DNA from E. coli cells,
separate them through
gel electrophoresis and
visualize using the Biorad gel imaging system.
They will learn the basic
molecular biology techniques through the whole
process.
Dr. Meng’s research
field is in translational
medicine for brain disorders, with a specific focus
on tackling the physical
barrier in brain (blood
brain barrier) to allow for
efficient delivery of biological therapeutics. As
she points out, professionally training the students with the basic molecular biology and animal handling techniques
from the lab courses will
strengthen their handson ability allowing them
to participate in the reallife research projects.

“Research is
formalized curiosity. It is
poking and
prying with a
purpose.”
– Zora Neale Hurston

Introduction to the art of pipetting
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Performing Macbeth: Shakespeare walks into WKU
by Teresa/Jiang Xiaodan

“The

WKU’s new Shakespeare troupe

William Shakespeare
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most striking fact
about contemporary university students is that
there is no longer any
canon of books which
forms their taste and
their imagination,” Allan
Bloom says in Shakespeare’s Politics which
signals the great impact
that Shakespeare has on
college students.
On Wednesday, April
15, five groups of Wenzhou Kean students performed different scenes
from the play Macbeth in
a world literature class
that instructed by Professor Charles Miceli. This
performance was originally an assignment that
was substituted for a
test, but, it turned out
that everyone enjoyed it,
including students outside the class.
Penny Lin, a student in
another class that was
invited to perform in the
murderers’
scene,
thought that it was a
great experience to perform Shakespeare. Specifically,
she
said,
“performing is a better
way than test that can
assist us in comprehending Shakespeare’s plays
because these plays are
meant to be performed.
They are not just scripts
that can only be read or

tested on paper. The
audiences will have a
better understanding of
those plays when they
are combined with action
and sound.”
This is also why the
students prepared some
props and sound effects.
For example, in the scene
where Macbeth met with
three witches for the first
time, the three female
students that acted as
witches wore black robes
and put on moustaches
to match the characters.
Additionally, three other
students who performed
in the scene in which
Banquo was murdered
created
their
own
swords, daggers and
torches.
According to one of
the performers, these
“weapons” were mainly
made by paperboard and
glue. Students improvised; they even tried to
use chopsticks. In fact,
one dagger was made in
this way, which was actually used as a sword.
Jasmine Lv, the student who acted as one of
Macbeth’s hired murderers, spoke highly of learning Shakespeare in the
form of a performance.
“When I was performing, I deliberated over
and over again on what
tone to use to show the

character’s state of mind
at that moment. So, I
imagined I was personally
on the scene and thought
about the character’s
feeling. This kind of experience
profoundly
helps me to comprehend
the play. Additionally,
I’ve learned quite a lot
modern language that
was created by Shakespeare, which was really
interesting. And I’ve also
found his means of expression creative. For
example, when Lady
Macbeth wanted to show
her resolution to murder
King Duncan, Shakespeare has Lady Macbeth
show fierceness in saying
that that she would kill
her own child if need be.
Jasmine also added
that learning Shakespeare was difficult for
Chinese students at first
because Shakespeare’s
English was significantly
different from the English
used in class. However,
she gradually accepted
Shakespeare’s English in
the process of performing. She was experiencing the feeling and
thoughts of the character.
This is an experience
of acting that improves
the understanding the
characters in the drama.
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Lecture on Mosquitoes and Public Health
On

May 5th, assistant
professor at the University
of
Antioquia
(Colombia),
Carolina
Torres-Gutierrez, gave a
public lecture at Wenzhou-Kean
University
about the impact of mosquitoes on public health.
To start, she introduced the protagonist—
mosquitoes, a disturbinglooking insect with tubelike mouthparts and the
presence of scales over
much of their body. In
order to show the life
cycle of a mosquito, Professor Torres-Gutierrez
used a video to visualize
her explanations. The
video included the aspect
troubling to most humans on a summer night:
mosquitoes are sucking
blood.
This meal taken by
female mosquitoes, she
explained, provides the
necessary protein to develop eggs. When seeing
the color of the mosquitoes turning to red gradually, all students in the
audience showed surprise.
Then Professor TorresGutierrez moved to the
next topic “public health”
through education, policy

-making and research for
disease and injury prevention. As a central argument to her presentation she made clear that
mosquitoes, as the most
important
arthropods
and vectors of pathogenic microorganisms are
affecting human health.
At the same time, she
added this troublemaker
caused diseases such as
Dengue, Yellow Fever,
Malaria, Lymphatic Filariasis and several types of
Encephalitis. After that,
she listed a series of facts
about how people should
prepare and she highlighted solutions to public
health challenges, which
need
multidisciplinary
and concerted approaches or they can become a
serious detriment to public health.
Finally, she offered
some advices for us
about how we can help.
It is essential to make
sure your house is not
hosting
mosquitobreeding sites and be
aware.
The lecture lasted for
one hour and Professor
Torres-Gutierrez gave an
excellent
presentation
about the relationship

between mosquitoes and
public health. During the
lecture, she approached
the audience and addressed their questions
and doubts. Through this
lecture, listeners learned
more about their worst
neighbor and the way of
dealing with it.
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Holger
Henke, commented: “No
doubt, we all recognize
that with its numerous
waterways,
Wenzhou
and its surroundings are
prone to significant mosquito infestation in the
summer. In this globalized world the international promulgation of
insect-borne
diseases
such as West Nile virus
fever or chikungunya – a
current public health crisis in much of the Caribbean region – is merely a
matter of time. Professor
Torres-Gutierrez’s lecture
demonstrates WenzhouKean University’s preparedness to raise awareness and contribute to
public discourses about
challenges and opportunities in the development
of Wenzhou and its surroundings.”

Prof. Torres-Gutierrez during her
lecture

The audience was wrapped in
attention

“While differing widely in the various little bits we
know, in our infinite ignorance we are all equal.”
― Karl Popper
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