
Sino-US cooperative 
university in Zhejiang 
Province and one of the 
six Sino-Foreign cooper-
ative universities in Chi-
na, Wenzhou-Kean Uni-

The University flag, fol-

lowed by the mace.  
Then the Chairman of 
the Board, Chancellor, 
and platform guests, 
accompanied by music.  
Amid the applause 

came the 187 Wenzhou-
Kean University’s first 
class of graduating stu-
dents who are the pro-
tagonists of this event.  

On the afternoon of 
May 28th, as the first 

Historic Inaugural Commencement 

May - June 2016 Volume 2, Numbers 8 & 9 

Academic Affairs Newsletter 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Autism Art 

Show 

 Kean Business 

Plan Competi-

tion Winners 

Inside this issue: 

“We Care” Autism Art 

Show 
3 

WKU teams win at Kean 

Business Plan Competition 
6 

Publications Update 6 

Job Interviewing Work-

shop 
7 

  
  
  

cont.’d on p.2 

cont.’d on p.4 

Wenzhou Mayor Mr. Zhang Geng Visits WKU  

On May 11th, Deputy 

Party Secretary and 
Mayor of Wenzhou mu-
nicipality Mr. Zhang 
Geng led a delegation to 
visit Wenzhou-Kean 
University.  Mr. Frank 
Wang, Chair of WKU 

Board of Directors, Vice 
Chancellor Qian Qiang 
and Vice-Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs Holger 
Henke accompanied the 
delegation.  

Mayor Zhang toured 
Mayor Zhang (l.) and Mr. 
Wang during the visit 



versity (WKU) held its In-
augural Commencement 
in the Wenzhou Grand 
Theatre.  

Deputy Party Secretary 
and Mayor of Wenzhou 
Mr. Zhang Geng, President 
Dawood Farahi of Kean 
University, President Li 
Xiaoqun of Wenzhou Uni-
versity, Consul General of 
United States in Shanghai 
Mr. Hanscom Smith, and 
municipal leaders Mrs. Li 
Xiuzheng and Mrs. Zheng 
Zhaoyang attended this 
event.  New Jersey Con-
gressman Albio Sires sent 
a congratulatory letter 
presented by Mrs. Ada 
Morell, Chair of the Kean 
University Board of Trus-
tees, to Mr. Frank Wang, 
Chairman of WKU Board of 
Directors.  

During the Commence-
ment ceremony, the plate 
of Wenzhou-Kean Univer-
sity Alumni Association 
was unveiled.  

This is the first Ameri-
can graduation ceremony 
in Wenzhou, but you could 
find examples of Chinese 
and Western cultural inte-
gration throughout the 
occasion.  In a video wel-
come from Kean Universi-
ty’s recent American Com-
mencement, all the Kean 
graduates sent their con-
gratulations to WKU grad-
uates spoken in Chinese: 
“Biyele, Zhuheni.”  Presi-
dent of Kean University Dr. 
Farahi suggested all gradu-
ates rise up and say ”Xie 
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“He who asks is 

a fool for five 

minutes, but he 

who does not 

ask remains a 

fool forever.” 
 

Chinese proverb 

cont.’d from p.1, Commencement 

President Farahi (2nd from 
the right) handing certificates 
to the graduating students 

Xie’’ to their parents.  
Mr. Zhang Geng, Depu-

ty Party Secretary and 
Mayor, delivered his 
speech in English. He said, 
“Here, I want to take this 
opportunity to re-
emphasize: The Wenzhou 
municipal government 
will always support WKU.  
The University shall gear 
itself toward the direction 

of “High quality, interna-
tionalization, and become 
a model university.  By 
working together, we will 
realize the dream of ‘One 
University, one city,’ and 
strive to build WKU as a 
model of excellence in 
Sino-U.S. cooperative ed-
ucation.”  

Mayor Zhang is no 
stranger to Kean USA.  
Thirteen years ago, he 
had undertook a short-
term study at Kean Uni-
versity.  Last September, 
when he served as the cont.’d on p.5 

deputy mayor of Hang-
zhou, he visited Kean Uni-
versity during his trip in 
the United States.  He re-
marked, “Today I am very 
delighted to meet some 
new friends from Kean 
University.  And I am es-
pecially happy to see 
many of my old friends 
here.”  

WKU Chancellor Lu 

Graduate receiving her certificate from WKU Chancellor Lu Shan-
zheng (3rd from right), Kean University Provost Jeffrey Toney (2nd 
from right) and Wenzhou University President Li Xiaoqun (r.) 

Shanzheng, a famous 
mathematician, made a 
connection between life 
and math in his speech.  “I 
hope you are filled with 
goodness and uphold jus-
tice.  Human life is like a 
curve in the coordinate 
axis.  Time is the horizon-
tal axis; the value of life is 
the vertical one.  So, one’s 
achievement of life is the 
integral of the curve.  
Mathematics, the subject 
I have been studying my 

Chairman of the WKU Board 
of Directors, Mr. Frank 
Wang, congratulating the 
Commencement Speaker, 
…. 
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On the morning of May 

7, 2016, the “We Care” 
Autism Art Show, orga-
nized by Sun Tree Coun-
seling Center, co-
organized with faculty 
members, the Design 
Center, University Affairs 
Media Center, Society of 
Visual Arts, Drama Club 
of WKU and Wenzhou 
Xingle Children Develop-
ment Center, and with 
the assistance from Stu-
dent Ambassadors, was 
held on the WKU cam-
pus.   

As one of the opening 
activities of May Bloom-
ing, this art show was 
held to bring closer 
awareness about autistic 
kids, and to deepen un-
derstanding for this 
group.  The exhibition 
attracted hundreds visi-
tors, including the autistic 
children with their par-
ents, college students, 
faculty members, teach-
ers and other citizens 
who attended this partic-
ular art show. 

The “We Care” Autism 
Art Shows prepared sev-
en art-related events, 
aiming to cater to differ-
ent groups with various 
art forms.  The “Smile to 
Me” Autism Art Show, 
supported by Wenzhou 
Xingle Children Develop-
ment Center, offered a 
collection of autistic chil-
dren’s works, encourag-

ing society to adopt a 
welcoming attitude to-
wards autistic children. 

Capturing a conversa-
tion between a daughter 
and her mother, “The 
Empress of Tomorrow” 
on-site video installation 
was organized by Profes-
sor Stacey Duff and the 
University Affairs Media 
Center.  The process of 
falling into a dark place 
and experience pain, 
then with strength re-
gained to become 
“resurrected” was con-
veyed through the show 
to tell us a story about 
pain and growth. 

Entitled “Light and 
Touch,” a mixed media 
installation encouraged 
viewers to physically 
touch plaster busts that 
were bathed in a sea of 
light.  Under the artistic 
direction of Professor MJ 
Levy Dickson, 24 plaster 
busts were exhibited that 
had been painted by 
WKU Graphic Design stu-
dents in whimsical colors 
and styles, and with 
meaningful and amusing 
messages written on 
each.  The exhibit aimed 
to create a shared experi-
ence and cultivate mutu-
al understanding be-
tween the creators and 
viewers, bringing into 
existence the concept of 
harmony.  

The drama play, 
“Heaven in a Bubble,” 
was presented by Profes-
sor Kent Wills and the 
WKU Drama Club.  The 
brilliant performance dis-
closed the core concept 
of “We Care” – mutual 
acceptance and under-
standing. 

The Design Center and 
the Society of Visual Arts 
brought us “Ink On Pa-
per” and “Up, up and 
Away” respectively, 
which were favored by 
many visitors. 

”I really love the 
whole event, not only 
from the artistic perspec-
tive, but also the im-
portant message it tries 
to convey, which is the 
importance of mutual 
understanding,” a stu-
dent said, “and I think 
not only between us and 
the autistic group, but 
also between all of us.”   
A parent of one autistic 
kid said that he was very 
grateful for this show and 
he hopes more events 
can be organized to call 
for more understanding 
and acceptance towards 
this group. 

“We Care” Autism Art Show 

Children enjoyed the opportunity 
to express themselves 

WKU faculty members and stu-
dents performed as actors 
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progress.  WKU will grad-
uate its first class in this 
May.  Sino-foreign coop-
erative schools are a new 
approach to higher edu-
cation.  We still have a 
long way to go.  Also, we 
are faced with many chal-
lenges during the growth. 
Thus, we expect Wen-
zhou municipal govern-
ment to give us more 
support in the future.” 

Speaking in English, 
Mayor Zhang remarked, 
“My learning experience 
at Kean University left me 
with a special emotional 
connection to this Uni-
versity.”  He recognized 
the current achievements 
that WKU has made, and 
complemented the facili-
ties that WKU offers are 
one of the best in China.  
“I hope WKU will pursue 
a development path with 
distinctive characteris-
tics.” 

Mayor Zhang also ex-

General Education Hall, 
the student residence 
halls, and the No.2 Dining 
Hall.  He also visited au-
tism lab, model class-
room, and library.  The 
mayor had conversations 
with Dr. Henke, Dr. David 
Purnell, the Dean of Hu-
manities & Social Scienc-
es and Mr. Charles 
Greenberg.  He also 
talked to international 
students from Kean Uni-
versity about their stud-
ies and lives at WKU.  

In the following 
meeting, Mr. Wang first 
thanked Mayor Zhang for 
attaching great im-
portance and supporting 
WKU.  Then he made a 
brief report on the cur-
rent operations.  He said, 
“Under the leadership of 
central and provincial 
government, especially te 
Wenzhou municipal gov-
ernment, we are doing 
well and making good 

pressed his expectations 
for WKU’s future.  First, 
WKU shall become the 
driving force to improve 
Wenzhou’s international-
ization and be a platform 
to attract globalized tal-
ents to be engaged in the 
city’s development.  Sec-
ond, WKU shall attract 
more excellent faculty, 
striving to build it into a 
national and even global 
educational brand.  Third, 
WKU students should set 
themselves higher goals 
in the areas like the abil-
ity of scientific research, 
and professional self-
development.  Thus, after 
graduation, they will be 
well-received by the soci-
ety.  

Mr. Peng Lihua and 
Mr. Ye Shiqiang, two 
Deputy Secretary General 
accompanied the mayor’s 
visit.  

cont.’d from p.1, Wenzhou Mayor Zhang Visits WKU 

L. to r.:  Vice Chan-
cellor Qian Qiang, 
Mayor Zhang Geng, 
Associate Dean Da-
vid Purnell, and Vice 
Chancellor for Aca-
demic Affairs Holger 
Henke, followed by 
members of the 
mayor’s delegation, 
during the visit of 
campus facilities in 
the General Educa-
tion building 

The mayor and Mr. Wang had a 
chance to meet several graduating 
students, taking pictures and prac-
ticing for Commencement 

Vice Chancellor Qiang taking notes 
during the meeting with Mayor 
Zhang 
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whole life, is all about 
truth, goodness and 
beauty.  I hope you all 
can always seek truth, 
goodness and beauty in 
your life.  I believe, 
through unremitting 
efforts, your integral of 
life value will reach its 
maximum one day.” 

Dr. Farahi expressed 
his aspirations for WKU in 
a unique way: he brought 
his granddaughter on the 
stage, “I wish your chil-
dren, your grandchildren, 
will come to study one 
day at Wenzhou-Kean 
University.” 

Prof. Qu Jia from Wen-
zhou Medical University 
presented the Com-
mencement speech. He 
said, “Wenzhou Spirit –
always striving to stand in 
the lead – is rooted in our 
genes. We’d like to tell 
the world: even if others 
prefer shark fins and oth-
er expensive dishes, we 
will still remain com-
mitted to mixed fresh 

cucumber with vinegar 
and make it No. 1 across 
China and then the first 
of its kind in the world.  
Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty is the first Sino-
American co-founded 
university with independ-
ent legal person status, 
which also shows the pio-
neering spirit rooted in 
Wenzhou people.” 

The valedictorian Ms. 
Jin Ningtong delivered an 
impressive speech. 
“When people ask me 
about the uniqueness of 
WKU, I think of three 
characteristics:  toler-

ance, critical thinking and 
entrepreneurship, which I 
believe are the most val-
uable lessons I 
learned ...” 

Renowned artists Ms. 
Tao Huimin and Ms. 
Shaoyan gave the classic 
Yue opera perfor-
mance—18 Miles to Bid 
farewell/Say Goodbye. 

During the degree 
conferral, 187 students 
lined up to shake hands 
with the President and 
Deans, and then received 
their degree one by one, 
along with photos. 

Kean exchange stu-
dent Akeem Miller re-
quested to graduate in 
Wenzhou and attend the 
WKU commencement 
after finishing the last 
semester in his senior 
year in Wenzhou. He be-
came the most noted 
student in the event.  

The whole commence-
ment event was trans-
mitted live in Bilibili—a 
popular video sharing 
website.  

cont.’d from p.2, Commencement  

Both Chinese and Western performance were featured 

Chancellor Lu spoke eloquently about fundamental values 

Performance of Yue opera play 18 
Miles to Bid farewell/Say Good-
bye 

Members of the stage party en-
tering the event 

President Farahi introduced a 
potential future WKU student 
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impressed that WKU 
business students have 
tons of brilliant entrepre-
neurial ideas.  And I 
would like to help these 
global business talents 
taking business actions 
abroad.” 

Wenzhou-Kean Uni-
versity was established in 
2012 to develop global 
business experts in Wen-
zhou City, collaborating 
with Zhejiang Province 
and Kean University in 
New Jersey. 

participated in the US 
Business Plan Competi-
tion for the first time this 
year, and came away 
with a strong showing  of 
two winning teams.” 

WKU students teams 
presented their business 
plans in fluent English 
with a professional man-
ner, and impressed the 
American business ex-
perts at the presentation 
conference.   

Dr. Jerry Choi – a man-
agement faculty member 
and coordinator of the 
Kean BPC – said “I was 

Two WKU student teams 

won prizes at the 2016 
Kean Business Plan Com-
petition (BPC) held at 
Kean University, New 
Jersey, USA, on April 5, 
2016. 

Five WKU teams par-
ticipated in the 2016 
Kean BPC in New Jersey, 
and they competed with 
26 entrepreneurship 
teams from a number of 
U.S. institutions.  The 
Bille-Doux Flower Shop 
team (Feng Ying and Xu 
Jiahui) of WKU won the 
1st prize of the competi-
tion, and the team re-
ceived $750 (4,900 RMB) 
as prize money.  Another 
WKU team, COMMA 
Bookstore (Wang Yelan, 
Cheng Tong, and Yang 
Jiajing) won 2nd prize 
and the team received 
$500 (3,300 RMB) to real-
ize their entrepreneurial 
idea soon.   

Dr. Cao Jiang – Associ-
ate Dean of the WKU 
Business School – com-
mented “WKU students 

2016 Kean Business Plan Competition 

Professors Choi (l.) and Chen (2nd from left), with Associate Dean 
Cao (r.), and the winning team of Feng Ying and Xu Jiahui 

Publications  Update 

 Sunday E. Igoni and Eric L. Prentis (School of Business and Public Management), 
“Leadership:  A case study on the importance of ethics and trust,” in: Journal of Busi-
ness Vol. 1, No. 3 (April 2016), pp.  1-14. 

 Holger Henke (Office of Academic Affairs), “George Priestley,” in: Franklin W. Knight 
and Henry Louis Gates Jr. (eds.), Dictionary of Caribbean and Afro-Latin American Bi-
ography, (Vol. 1), Oxford/New York (NY): Oxford University Press, 2016. 

 David P. Purnell (Office of Academic Affairs) (translator), Deqing; An Ancient County 
with Gracious Residents and Abundant Natural Beauty, Beijing: China Intercontinental 
Press , 2016. 
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WKU provides students 

with a world-class educa-
tion.  But this does not 
only mean a top rate 
classroom experience. 
WKU wants to give its 
graduates the best oppor-
tunity once they leave the 
University – that apart 
from being very strong 
academics they are also 
prepared for the world of 
employment and know 
how to use the 
knowledge and skills ob-
tained at WKU to benefit 
themselves and an em-
ployer. 

To this end, Professor 
Gina Roach and Mr. Ste-
ven Harris, Assistant Di-
rector for Institutional 
Assessment at WKU, pro-
vided the first of many 
proposed workshops on 
seeking employment, be-
ginning with interview 
practice.  The central 
message was that inter-
viewing is not a mystery, 
a matter of chance or 
something to be feared; it 
is a matter of preparation 
and forward planning. 

Beginning with the ba-
sics – appearance, body 
language and good hy-
giene, Gina and Steven 
went on to look at the 
need to do “homework,” 
i.e. studying the job de-
scription carefully, think-
ing about the role and 
being prepared to ask 

questions based on what 
has been read; checking 
the company website and 
being knowledgeable 
about the company, what 
they do and their product.  

Students were then 
asked to consider what 
questions they might be 
asked and to prepare 
their responses.  Some 
questions could be pre-
dicted, e.g. “why do you 
want this job?”  “What 
did you think of our web-
site?”  “Why do you think 
you are the best candi-
date?”  Students were 
encouraged to prepare 
responses to this and to 
speak within their groups 
about how to best pre-
sent their response.  They 
were then asked to con-
vince Gina and Steven 
with their answers!  

Then came the “hard” 
or ”scary” part – antici-
pating and dealing with 
those very awkward ques-
tions that the interviewer 
might ask, e.g. “Why did 
you choose WKU and not 
another university?”  
“Other candidates have 
better English so why 
should I choose you?”  

Once again, with 
thought and preparation 
students were able to 
construct positive re-
sponses – not defensive 
answers – ones which 
emphasized the positive 

qualities of their experi-
ences and learning here 
at WKU. 

Finally students were 
encouraged to form a 
WeChat group 
(wkujobinterviews) so 
that they could share 
their experience of inter-
viewing.  By pooling such 
experience and inviting 
comments and sugges-
tions from other users it 
will be possible to ensure 
that everyone goes into 
interviews feeling confi-
dent and well prepared.  

Questions are already 
being asked on WeChat, 
including “what are your 
strengths and weakness-
es?” and some students 
have already begun to 
answer these questions.  
Whilst there will always 
be occasional surprises at 
an interview, the WeChat 
group can ensure that 
such experiences become 
rarer  and that every stu-
dent will be able to suc-
cessfully address 90%, or 
more, of anything that an 
interviewer can throw at 
them! 

Professor Roach and 
Mr. Harris plan to offer 
more workshops;  CV con-
struction and cover letter 
writing will be offered in 
future sessions.  

Job Interview Skills Workshop 

The workshop was well-
attended 
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