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On

the afternoon of
October 13, WKU kicked
off its first official Global
Lecture Series lecture in
the university’s auditorium hall. The Global Lecture Series is an initiative by which the university will invite internationally
recognized
speakers to offer public
lectures about significant topics, serving to Dr. Patrick Mendis during his lecture presentation
broaden students’ globfor
Sino- ernment’s Ash Center
al vision and highlight spects
Relations” for Democratic GovernWKU’s status as a sig- American
explored
China’s
inter- ance and Innovation at
nificant space of public
national
strategy
in
the Harvard University and
intellectual discourse in
Pacific region and be- a commissioner of the
Wenzhou.
US National Commission
The topic of the lecture yond.
The speaker, Dr. Pat- for UNESCO at the State
“One-Belt and OneRoad Strategy or the rick Mendis, is a Rajawa- Department. He also
Trans-Pacific Partner- li senior fellow at the serves as a visiting felship? The Future Pro- Kennedy School of Govcont.’d on p.2

Acting Mayor Xu Liyi Visits Kean USA
In

early October, ViceSecretary of the Wenzhou Party Committee
and Acting Mayor Mr.
Xu Liyi led a delegation
to visit the Kean Univer- Mayor Xu in discussion
sity campus in Union, with Dean George Chang
New Jersey. Both Chi- (l.) and Dean Keith Bostian (r.)

nese and Kean University representatives expressed they would do
their utmost to support
Wenzhou-Kean University and build it into a
world-class educational
cont.’d on p.5
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With Dr. Mendis the university
was able to secure a dynamic
speaker

Members of the audience
asked specific and challenging
questions

cont.’d from p.1, Global Lectures Series

low at Peking University’s
School of International
Studies and a distinguished visiting professor
of international politics at
Zhejiang University in
Hangzhou, China. Professor Mendis is also a distinguished scholar and
senior expert for the US
Confucius Institute at
George Mason University
(GMU). Invited by ViceChancellor for Academic The talk was followed by a lively Q&A session
Affairs, Dr. Holger Henke,
Mendis discussed the trine to the audience.
he gave a lecture at WKU
Sino-US bilateral relation- After analyzing the Oneas the first official Global
ship. Starting with a his- Road Strategy and the
Lecture Series speaker
torical perspective, he Trans-Pacific Partnership
this year.
compared the Chinese (TPP), he led to the comAt 2:00 pm, the audiSilk Road and Zheng He’s parison of the “Chinese
torium hall was packed
western expansion with dream”
and
the
with students, faculty
the Marshall Plan, indi- “American dream.” But,
member and administracating the difference and as he points out, Chinative staff. Some audience
common grounds be- US trade involves a lot of
members even had to
tween them.
complexities. At last, Dr.
stand for the lecture. Mr.
Then, Dr. Mendis Mendis concluded that
Frank Wang, Secretary of
quoted several Western China and USA needed to
WKU Party Committee
scholars’ comments on create a mutual-benefit
and Vice-President of
the Chinese One-Belt and commercial and cultural
WKU, Dr. Zheng Xiaodong
One-Road Strategy and ties.
also attended this lecintroduced the history
After the lecture, Dr.
ture. Dr. Henke chaired
and representatives of Mendis led a lively interthis event.
American’s Manifest Des- action with the audience.
During the lecture, Dr.
tiny and Monroe Doc-

Mark Your Calendar!

Student Research
Day
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Welcoming New Faculty Colleagues, Pt. 3
With the Fall 2015 semester, many new faculty members will assume teaching,
research and service responsibilities at WKU. The University takes great pride in
this further expansion of its faculty and in the following pages we briefly introduce the new professors (in no particular order).

Renate Kirchner
Ms.

Kirchner has extensive international teaching experience in English
and German at universities, secondary schools,
in adult education and
with corporate and private clients. She holds
a Master of Arts in German and Comparative
Literature from Rice University, as well as the
German MA-level degree First State Examination in Teaching English
and German in Secondary
Education (Bonn University). She later gained
the RSA/University of
Cambridge Certificate in
English Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA).
Originally from Germany, Renate Kirchner
lived, studied and worked
in the UK (England) for a
total of twelve years,
mostly in London. She
studied English Language
and Literature at the University of Essex, Colches-

ter, and she was awarded
various English Language
certificates, including the
Certificate of Proficiency
in English (CPE), by the
University of Cambridge.
Apart from teaching at
the Open University, she
also trained and worked
as an Adviser and Welfare Rights Project Worker with the UK non-profit
organization Citizens Advice
Bureau
(CAB),
providing independent,
confidential and impartial
advice and guidance to
the public on a variety of
issues, including employment, debt, housing and
immigration.
For the past six years,
Ms. Kirchner taught at
two Sino-Foreign educational co-operation projects in China: at Jiangsu
University of Technology
(JUST), and at Xi’an Jiaotong–Liverpool University
(XJTLU). At XJTLU, she
taught English for Aca-

demic Purposes (EAP), a
combination of English
Language and Academic
Skills, to Chinese and international students. In
2013, she was awarded
the Annual XJTLU Teaching Prize for Innovative
Teaching Practices. She
also has conducted, published and presented her
own research into Chinese students’ English
vocabulary levels.
Her international experience in the US, the
UK, Germany and China
has taught Renate the
importance of cultural
awareness for successful
cross-cultural communication.
At WenzhouKean University, she is
teaching General Education, and is looking forward to the opportunity
of accompanying a new
generation of Chinese
students on their way to
global citizenship.

Renate Kirchner

“He who asks
is a fool for
five minutes,
but he who
does not ask
remains a fool
forever.”
Chinese proverb

Faculty Update




Michelena, T.M., Farrell, J.L., Eichler, L.W., and Boylen, C.W. 2015. “Distribution and Cycling of
Chemical Constituents in the Pelagic Zone of Lake George, NY: Two Lakes Instead of One.” In:
Northeastern Geoscience, No. 33, pp. 25-33.
Mr. Charles Greenberg’s paper recently presented at the 18th International Symposium on
Electronic Theses and Dissertations received the First Prize for Best Paper.
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Louieco Lewis
Mr.

Louieco Lewis

“Twenty years
from now you
will be more
disappointed by
the things that
you didn’t do
than by the ones
you did do. So
throw off the
bowlines. Sail
away from the
safe harbor.
Catch the trade
winds in your
sails. Explore.
Dream.
Discover.”
Mark Twain
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Lewis’ business
background includes Statistical
Analyst,
Accounting
Supervisor,
Computer Programmer
and self-employed Tax/
Accountant. Mr. Lewis’s
broad educational and
work experience enables
him to assist students in
several course areas (i.e.,
accounting,
statistics,
management
science,
operations management,
and quality control). He
has research interests in
the international ac-

counting differences and
the impact of how an individual’s socioeconomic
status impacts customer
service delivery.
In addition to his academic and professional
experience he has been
involved in a number of
activities: US Marine
Corps combat scout, endurance swimmer and
runner,
parachutist
(skydiver), white-water
rafter, scuba diver, steel
drum player (tenor pan
and cello pan), involved

in the making of steel
drums, and has traveled
to over twenty countries
(including the majority of
the Caribbean).
Mr. Lewis graduated
with a MBA in Operations
Research from Baruch
College, a MS in Accountancy from the University
of Alabama, Bachelor’s in
Accounting from New
York University, and he is
ABD in Quantitative
Methods in Education at
the University of Alabama.

Accounting Class votes on U.S. Presidential Candidates’ tax proposals

In

a recent effort to use
engaging pedagogy to
teach Accounting, Professor Matt Fowler created
an assignment, where
students would learn
about the 2016 Presidential candidates and their
ideas on tax reform.
Their learning objective was to incorporate
their classroom experience and be able to decipher the impact on U.S.
taxpayers based on the
ideas provided by each
candidate. Students read
biographies and watched
current interviews about
each candidate, and were
able to hear suggestions
about capital gains tax,
commencing a flat tax,
eliminating itemized de-

Pr o f e sso r
Fowler’s
class
with the ballot
box and election poster

ductions, national sales
tax, removal of the IRS
and other various ideas
the candidates proposed
if they were elected President.
“I wanted to incorporate a project that allowed students to examine the importance of
taxation in the United
States, the impact on the
middle class American
and provide them an opportunity to vote and

share in the democratic
process.”
Voting took
place on November 3,
2015, the same date as
voting in the U.S. for various other elections. The
results: Hilary Clinton-D
with 52% of the votes.
Runner up, Jeb Bush with
26% of the votes.
Students will continue
the project with an essay
on why they chose a specific candidate in regards
to tax reform.
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institution and a successful example of China-US
education partnership. In
addition, the Education
Bureau of Wenzhou Municipality signed a Framework Agreement on China-US Wenzhou Elementary Education Internationalization.
On October 14, Mr.
Xu attended the China
(Wenzhou)-US cooperative project signing ceremony, with sections encompassing education,
medical care, and business. The two sides decided to work together to
establish an international
K-12 school, eventually
rolling out a China-US
cooperative high-school
curriculum and teacher
training program, as well
as promote the establishment of a New Jersey
sister-school.
Mr. Xu said, “Despite
long distances, Wenzhou
and New Jersey enjoy a
long history of friendly
exchange. The State of
New Jersey is a sister
community with Zhejiang
Province, and Union
County is a sister community with the city of Wenzhou. The two sides have
had frequent exchanges
and
gained
fruitful
achievements.
Especially since the
establishment of WKU,
both parties have had
many productive discussions concerning WKU’s

The signing of the Framework Agreement

operations and development, and are making
substantial progress. This
significant result derived
from educational cooperation and communication
between China and the
United States.”
As
President
Xi
Jinping commented in
the U.S. last month,
“After years of efforts,
this university was finally
up and running last year
and is making good progress today.” This was
the full recognition of the
fruit of cooperation we
have developed. Seizing
this positive momentum,
the Wenzhou municipality is willing to work with
the State of New Jersey,
Union County, and Kean
University to deepen cooperation and build a
bright future together.
Particularly in education,
New Jersey is one of the
states that enjoy the best
public school systems,
while Wenzhou Municipality places a greater

demand for high quality
education resources than
other communities in
Zhejiang Province. Thus,
there exists great potential and a broad range of
areas for cooperation.
On October 15, Mr.
Xu met with Kean President Farahi, conducting
an in-depth discussion on
how to further develop
WKU.
The delegation
also visited the Liberty
Hall, Science and Technology Hall, and the College of Business at Kean
University. Mr. Qian Qiang, Vice President of
WKU, and Dean David
Mohney of Kean University’s School of Architecture and Design reported
to Mr. Xu about recent
work and campus planning. Mr. Qian Qiang also
held a special meeting on
campus security issues.
A WKU staff delegation also interacted with
their Kean counterparts.
cont.’d on p.7

“Others have
seen what is
and asked
why. I have
seen what
could be and
asked why
not.”
Pablo Picasso

The Mayor (ctr.) enjoying a
tour of the campus together
with members of his delegation
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Faculty Fencing Excursion
Fencing with wisdom and

Dr. Prentis, saluting, and
ready to take no prisoners ...

“The most
useful piece
of learning
for the uses
of life is to
unlearn what
is untrue.”
Antisthenes
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courage!
On October
25th, ten WKU faculty
members, together with
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Dr. Holger
Henke, suited up at Wenzhou Fearless Fencing
Club. They were ready to
enjoy the fencing activity.
This activity was called
“WKU Faculty Fencing
Day.” It was organized by Suited up, and ready to go! Faculty and staff as learners ...
Human Resources department.
Previously, fencing coaches, faculty in fencing, the coaches
many other activities, members were concen- were quite satisfied with
such as watching Dragon trating with rapt atten- their performances.
Boat racing were offered tion on the learning proSome faculties said
by the Human Resources cess. When they got fa- that fencing looked very
department as well. miliar with the basic fenc- easy; however, it was
These activities not only ing movement, they got very hard when they realenrich our faculty’s spare chances to suit up the ly experienced it in pertime, but also enhance fencing clothes and to son.
their understanding of practice
what
they
During the break, facChinese culture and tradi- learned in real matches.
ulty members had some
tion.
Although it was the desserts, fruits and bevIn the afternoon, un- first time for most faculty erages, which were proder the careful and pa- members to participate vided by the fencing club.
tient guidance of the
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History Faculty on Fulbright Tour
At the beginning of October, Dr. Stephen Harrison
received a FulbrightHayes Grant to travel to
Guangdong province for a
short speaking tour.
The highlight of the
tour was a presentation
at the U.S. Consulate of
his research on missionaries in China at the founding of the People's Republic of China.
Dr. Harrison’s lecture
focused on missionaries
who tried to continue
their work under the Chi-

nese Communist Party,
despite its disapproval of
religion. These missionaries hoped that their educational and medical services would be valuable
enough to the new regime as it rebuilt China
that they would accept
their religious work.
Ultimately,
their
hopes were dashed as the
CCP suspected that they
were using foreign ideas
to subvert its new government. The lecture was
followed by a lengthy
question and answer ses-

sion.
Dr. Harrison also
spoke at three universities (Shenzhen University,
Sun Yatsen University and
the Guangdong University
of Foreign Affairs), the
New Heaven Bookstore
and the Major Club. His
topics for those talks included “The Image of China in American Culture
through the 20th Century,” “The American System of Higher Education”
and “The Role of the United States in the Making of
the United Nations.”

Dr. Harrison
presentation

during

a

cont.’d from p.5, Mayor Xu Visits Kean USA

Staff from the WKU Student Affairs division discussed dormitory management, student leadership development, student clubs and student
behavior with their Kean
counterparts.
The WKU IT Center
staff discussed with their
counterparts a desire to
optimize the current cam-

pus network and improve
the connective stability of
its virtual private network. The English Learning Center staff planned
for the next English immersion program and visited the Kean Writing
Center, getting to know
its staff setting and operations. Staff from Logistics
and Asset Management

Department studied the
facilities of the Kean Union campus.
Mr. Xu said, “My visit
to Kean University has
been very successful and
fruitful. Working together, we will build an even
better future for WKU. “
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Wenzhou-Kean University is a Chinese-American jointly established high-

er education institution with independent legal person status and limited liabilities. The 300-acre campus is located in Wenzhou, in the
Zhejiang Province of the People's Republic of China. It went into full operation in 2014.
Wenzhou-Kean University

88 Daxue Rd., Ouhai,
Wenzhou
Zhejiang Province
China 325060

Email:
OAANews@wku.edu.cn
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