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Fall 2016 semester
will be remembered for
the official inauguration
of several new key instructional spaces — a
state of the art chemistry lab, a nor less sophisticated biology lab,
and an English Language
Laboratory.
The chemical lab
was opened on the first
floor of the D-wing
(GEH) with an area of
180 square meters and
representing a total investment of ¥3.6 million. The lab includes
high performance liquid
chromatography,
gas
chromatography, infrared spectroscopy, UVVis spectrophotometer
and etc. It is designed
to meet the needs of
teaching courses, re-

Guests from Wenzhou University and WKU faculty and staff
opening the new chemistry lab

search projects, perform general chemistry
and organic chemistry
experiments.
The new biological
organism
laboratory
covers an area of 68
square meters and is
located in GEH D302.
Approximately ¥790,000

Yuan were invested in
this laboratory.
This
multi-purpose lab is designed for preparing
plant tissue samples and
experimental animals
for lab courses and research projects.
Following the official
cont.’d on p.2

Impact Investment Forum at WKU
November

5 witnessed
the holding of 2016 Impact Investment Forum
(IFF) at Wenzhou-Kean
University (WKU) where
entrepreneurs and investment
managers
from various fields gath-

ered to discuss issues
such as angel investment and emerging
trends in female entrepreneurship and sustainable development.
The Yuanchuang Fund,
the first impact invest-

ment fund, was also
initiated at the Forum.
The Forum was jointly organized by the Decision-Making and Consultancy Committee of
Wenzhou City, Policy
cont.’d on p.3
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Vice Chancellor Henke (l.), and Associate Dean Purnell (r.), together
with students and staff exploring the new English Language Lab.

Director of the English Language
Center, Dr. Slautterback (l.)
offering remarks at the opening
ceremony

Faculty, students, and staff enjoying the opening ceremony

Page 2

launch of the new facilities, Dr. Toby Michelena,
lecturer in Biology at WKU,
remarked: “The new Biology and Chemistry labs are
well designed, high-quality
facilities that significantly
enhance our teaching and
research abilities. These
new labs will enable faculty to provide students
with new classroom and
research opportunities.”
Dr. Dat-Kwong Lock,
Lecturer in Chemistry exuded an equally palpable
sense of ownership and
pride when he noted: “It
was an exciting moment
to witness the opening of
the brand new state of the
art Chemistry lab, especially knowing that many
students will benefit greatly from it.”
The English Language
Lab had been in construction for some time, and
following installation of
hardware faced problems
with the software that was

installed on the computers.
Faculty, students and
staff came together to
inspect the new facility
and enjoy the refreshments that were offered
following the ribboncutting ceremony. Luci-

ana Lew, Lecturer in English, observed that all in
attendance at the ceremony had “a warm swelling sense of satisfaction
and pride that WKU has
officially opened the longanticipated language laboratory, which will now
be a mainstay of support
to bolster student language learning.”
Faculty and administrators from Wenzhou University, who had served in
an advisory capacity, were
equally impressed, as the
new facilities and processes at WKU clearly pursue
the highest standards.
Dean George Chang from
the Union campus was
also present for the opening.

Prof. Stacey Duff (l.) and students eagerly exploring the software
packages installed in the new language lab
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Study Office of CPC Wenzhou Committee, WKU
and the ONEHRT Group.
Renowned
scholars
from home and abroad
were invited, including
Dr. Mohan Munasinghe,
an expert on international ecological industry
standards and former
Vice-Chair of the UN Intergovernmental Panel
on
Climate
Change,
which shared the 2007
Nobel Peace Prize with Al
Gore; Dr. Praful Shah,
Executive Director of
Rockies Venture and cofounder of Principium
Investments Company;
Mrs. Alexandra LaForge,
Director of Strategic Programs at Investors’ Circle,
an impact investment
platform; Mr. Liu Manhong, professor at the
Research Center on Fictitious Economy & Data
Science of Chinese Academy of Science and an
authoritative scholar on
China’s venture investment and angel investment;
Professor Luo
Zhongwei,
DirectorGeneral of the Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises Research Center of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), and
Professor Chen Lizhu
from Peking University.
The guests were also
invited to deliver keynote
speeches at the Forum.
Dr. Cao Jiang, Associate
Dean of the WKU Business School, also attend-

ed the round-table salon.
Impact
investment
refers to the investments
made into companies,
organizations, and funds
with the intention to generate a measurable, beneficial social or environmental impact alongside
a financial return. Impact
investment focuses on
fields such as environment, medical care, education, public undertakings and underprivileged
groups. The Forum also
attached special attention to the phenomenon
and trend of female entrepreneurship.
The aim of the Forum
was to jointly establish a
trans-regional and crosssector platform for dialogue by uniting the international impact investment community and
experts and institutes
focusing on female entrepreneurship through various forms of activities.
Keynote speeches delivered by distinguished
guests included topics
such as “The Connotation
and Development Tendency of Impact investment,” “Impact investment and its Potential in
China,” and “Why Investing in Female Entrepreneurs.”
Mr. Phillip Connelly,
Executive Vice Chancellor
at WKU gave the welcoming remarks. According to Mr. Connelly, the
Forum was the one that

could bring all important
values. He hoped that
the Forum could allow
participants to learn the
most knowledge or have
the greatest gains in the
shortest possible time.
Dr. Holger Henke, Vice
Chancellor for Academic
Affairs at WKU, introduced the university to
the attendees.
Mr. Ying Qiheng, President of ONEHRT Group,
said it was a great honor
to be with all distinguished
guests
and
friends in Wenzhou, a
place full of the enthusiasm for entrepreneurship. As Wenzhou people
are all over the world,
their
entrepreneurial
spirit and dedication to
work have also been
brought to the rest of the
world. The Forum was of
great significance as it
allowed more foreign
friends to get to know
Wenzhou.
In the end, the Yuanchuang Fund, the first
impact investment fund,
was officially launched by
Mr. Liu Manhong, Mr.
Phillip Connelly, the
Chairman of the Wenzhou Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences, Pan Zhongqiang,
the Director of the Decision-making and Consultancy Office of Wenzhou
CPC Committee, Ni Kaomeng, and Mr. Ying Qiheng together.

L. to r.: Mrs. Alexandra LaForge,
Dr. Cao Jiang, and Dr. Praful Shah

L. to r.: Executive Vice
Chancellor Connelly welcoming Dr. Munasinghe

The seminar sessions were well
attended by staff, students, and
many guests from Wenzhou
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Welcoming New Faculty Colleagues
With

the Fall 2016 semester, many new faculty members assumed

teaching, research and service responsibilities at WKU. The University
takes great pride in this further expansion of its faculty and in the following pages we briefly introduce the new professors (in no particular
order).

Brian Quarles
Brian

Prof. Brian Quarles

Quarles earned a
Doctor of Jurisprudence
and MBA from The University of Tennessee.
Brian’s professional career includes teaching
law and business courses
at graduate and undergraduate
programs
throughout the United
States and Latin America.
Most recently, Brian
was a Program Director
and Professor of Business

Law in Arizona, where he
was the 2016 recipient of
the John & Suanne
Roueche
Award
for
Teaching Excellence.
Brian has owned a
consulting firm in Latin
America, practiced law in
several states throughout
the United States, and
served as an International Coordinator representing the interests of
foreign governments pur-

suant to Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaties for
the U.S. Department of
Justice.
He has published peer
reviewed articles in business journals in the area
of intellectual property
rights and his legal work
has resulted in several
published U.S. federal
district and appellate
court decisions.

New Mexico.
Prior to academia, she
worked several years in
the corporate sector in

human resources, training and development.

audience is unlike any
other. She has the uncanny ability to empower
and encourage people to
create the life they want
by using her life as an
example.
Dr. Stuart is the author of The Audacity of
Self: Dare to Put You
First. This book guides
the readers through her
experiences from broken-

ness and pain to a life of
possibilities.
She is the host of a
weekly Internet radio
show, Bare It All. She is
the Founder and CEO of
Sistas Speak, LLC, a motivational coaching business. She is also a blogger and some of her
blogs can be found in
Huffington Post.

Rosemary Chai
Dr. Rosemary Chai obtained her Ph.D. in Intercultural Communication
from the University of
Dr. Rosemary Chai

Raquel Stuart
Dr. Raquel A. Stuart has a

Dr. Raquel Stuart
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Ph.D. in Human Services
with a specialization in
Counseling. She has subject matter expertise in
high engagement presentations and workshops
dealing with sexuality,
body image, relationships, and self-esteem.
Her energetic speaking
style and unique ability to
engage and motivate her
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Danny Lo
Danny Lo is

an Associate
Professor teaching in advanced accounting courses. Danny has a rich experience in the commercial world by applying his
academic and professional knowledge and skills to
corporate and business
settings prior to being a
faculty member. His research interests include
corporate sustainability,
corporate
governance,
forensic accounting and
organization
cultures.

Papers have been widely
published in Journal of
Forensic & Investigative
Accounting, Human Relations, Journal of Vocational Behavior and other international
accounting
and finance journals.
Dr. Lo is a CPA with a
Ph.D. in Business Management from University of
South Australia, an MBA
from UCLA, a Master in
Accountancy from Chinese University of Hong
Kong, an LLM in Arbitration from University of

Hong Kong as well as an
LLB in Law from Peking
University. He also participated in different executive programs, such as at
Oxford University, Harvard University and Stanford University.
Prior to coming to
WKU, Danny was a program director of MSc Professional Accounting and
Associate Professor of
Accounting at Xian Jiaotong-Liverpool University
in Suzhou.

graduate students, Fulbright scholars, agribusiness managers, banking
executives, and repatriated Korean schoolchildren.
She has also assisted
international high school
students in the Silicon
Valley with achievement
tests and AP English and
Literature exam preparation.
She has presented at
several academic conferences on topics such as
working effectively with
East Asian students, using
vocal shadowing techniques to teach pronunciation, and assisting elementary school students
with repatriation back

into their native countries.
Her current research
interests include improving digital literacy for ESL
students, teaching ESL
through drama and/or
reader’s theater workshops, and implementing
X word grammar editing
into “bridge” composition
courses.
She is currently developing her most recent
ARKTESOL presentation
and workshop, “Finding X:
A Logistical Approach to
English Grammar,” into a
full length journal article
and series of teaching
videos.

Dr. Danny Lo

Rebecca Eagleson
Rebecca

Eagleson has
been a passionate advocate for international students throughout her extensive and varied teaching career; she received
her MA in English from
San Jose State University
in 2005, and her TESOL
certification
through
UCSC – Silicon Valley in
2012.
In keeping with her
maxim that variety is the
spice of life, Prof. Eagleson has taught English
writing, grammar, and
oral
presentation
to
groups as diverse as
American university students, international STEM

Prof. Rebecca Eagleson
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Erin Schwartz
Dr.

Dr. Erin Schwartz

Erin Schwartz was
born in Arizona, USA, and
has lived in several states
including Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, Indiana,
and Ohio. In addition to
travelling, she enjoys
playing and listening to
music, painting and drawing, board and card
games, and running.
She’s completed three
marathons and numerous smaller distance
runs.
Erin graduated
with a BFA in studio arts

from the University of
Saint Francis and has exhibited her artwork in
several small, regional
Midwestern exhibitions.
She pursued her Master’s degree at Kent State
University in Art History
with a specialization in
European
modernism.
After spending a few
years as an adjunct professor in northeast Ohio,
Erin began her doctoral
studies at Ohio University. During her time at OU

she travelled to South
Africa, Ghana, Togo,
Egypt, and several other
places in support of her
dissertation research.
She finished her doctoral degree in 2014 with
a specialization in Global
African
Contemporary
Arts and Literature. Erin
moved to Wenzhou, China in August 2016 to
begin as Assistant Professor in the Graphic Design
department at WenzhouKean University.

see the amazing possibilities in writing.
Joel
really
loves
words. Many years ago,
he had great interest in
poetry
and
creative
writing, but he currently
keeps all such writing
hidden in his desk.
His primary academic
interest is in Corpus Linguistics and how language usage is self-

governing. In the time
that work, church, and
family allows, he is working on a corpus research
project on the language
of law-enforcement and
political power.
He is married and has
three young daughters,
all four of whom were
kind enough to accompany him to Wenzhou.

Bowling Green State University, and Ball State
University. He received
his Ph.D. from Bowling
Green State University
and his Juris Doctorate
from Indiana University.
He studies the history
of writing and rhetoric
with special attention to

Roman antiquity and the
Middle Ages. He has had
articles published in RSQ,
Advances in the History
of Rhetoric, and Rhetoric
Review.
He enjoys discovering
unusual places in Wenzhou by walking.

Joel Hendrick
Joel

Prof. Joel Hendrick

Hendrick is a new
faculty member in the
English Department. He
has an MA in Applied Linguistics from the University of Alabama (UA).
In addition to teaching
5+ years in S. Korea, he
has taught high school
English in Florida, and
Composition and ESL at
UA. In teaching, he most
enjoys helping students

Shawn Ramsey
Shawn Ramsey has been

Dr. Shawn Ramsey
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teaching English courses
for ten years ranging
from first year writing to
graduate seminars in the
history of rhetoric. He
previously taught at Livingstone College, University of North Carolina,
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“He who
asks is a
fool for five
minutes,
but he who
does not
ask
remains a
fool
forever.”
Chinese proverb
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Grant awarded to Wen-Rui Tang River
Revitalization Assessment Project
Wenzhou-Kean

Dr. Toby Michelena

“This project
will provide
WKU students
the opportunity to learn how
to conduct
large scale environmental
research”

University (WKU) has been
awarded a 150,000 RMB
grant to study pollution
in the Wen-Rui Tang river
system.
The Wen-Rui Tang is a
historically and culturally
important river system
that has over the past
few decades become significantly polluted with
residential and industrial
effluent.
The Wenzhou Municipal Government has undertaken efforts to begin
to revitalize this important water system.
The WKU project is designed to begin to devel-

op tools and provide information that will aid
the Wenzhou Municipal
Government in making
remediation
decisions
and in assessing the success of the Wen-Rui Tang
revitalization.
Led by Dr. Toby Michelena, the project team
of Tian Xuechen, Zhou
Xuan and Pan Xutong,
will spend the next year
developing models of the
food chain of the WenRui Tang. These models
will be the basis for future investigations on
how pollutants such as
pesticides and heavy
metals affect both the

ecosystem and the residents of Wenzhou who
use the Wen-Rui Tang for
food and transportation.
A key aspect of this
project is to provide WKU
students the opportunity
to learn how to conduct
large scale environmental
research. From learning
basic technics to ultimately developing the
skills necessary to design
and conduct independent
research, this project is
intended to provide a
framework for students
to expand their abilities
and interest in environmental research.

During his recent visit, Executive Vice Chancellor Connelly and Library Director
Greenberg (picture l.), and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Henke (picture
r.), were welcoming California State Assemblymember Ed Chau
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WKU Faculty Receives 2016 “Wenzhou
Excellent Teacher” Award
by Peizhi Lin

The

Wenzhou Municipal
Government
recently
announced that Mr.
Stacey Duff, professor of
literature and art history
at Wenzhou-Kean University, is the recipient of
the 2016 “Wenzhou Excellent Teacher” Award.
After earning his MFA
from prestigious Brown
University in 1997, Mr.
Duff moved to Beijing in
2003 and held posts as
magazine editor, journalist and translator.
In
2014, Mr. Duff joined
Wenzhou-Kean University, where his extensive
experience as a poet and
art critic, together with
his lively and innovative
teaching style, have
made his world literature
and art history courses
popular among students.
Outside the classroom, Mr. Duff has
worked on numerous
panels and committees to
serve students and colleagues of WKU and to
build lasting friendships
with the people of Wenzhou. One of the main
contributing factors that
led to Professor Duff receiving the “Wenzhou
Excellent Teacher” award
is the “We Care” project,
a recent series of art
events designed to raise

autism awareness in the
local community.
In this project, Professor Duff organized a series of art events with the
help of students from the
Society for Visual Arts
and the Drama Club. The
events included an exhibition of art works by
local autistic children,
information kiosks and
classes from trained professionals to educate the
public on autism.
Professor Duff also
wrote and directed an 8minute long film, “The
Empress of Tomorrow”,
which fused elements of
Western theater and Chinese dance. Presented
as an on-site video installation (see picture on the
margin), the film proved
especially popular with
audiences from the local
community.
“While doing my level
best to develop our students’ abilities as scholars,” Professor Duff said,
“I also want to create
situations in which they
get to showcase their
talents, develop a meaningful dialogue with their
fellow citizens and learn
about critical social issues. If we can only work
together as a team, I am
convinced that we will

not only make some
beautiful memories but
we’ll also make an impact
that extends well beyond
the classroom.”
“Teachers such as Professor Duff are the kind
of role models that we
want to put in front of
our students to have
them realize that the acquisition of language and
various important professional soft skills are a holistic experience,” said Dr.
Holger Henke, WKU Vice
Chancellor for Academic
Affairs. “We are a community
of
learners,
where students can teach
faculty, just as much as
we are hoping that students will try to learn
from our faculty. Once
we all realize and accept
that this is the ultimate
goal – that every moment
we spend in each other’s
presence is a potential
opportunity to learn
something new, that we
are both learners and
teachers to each other –
we will fulfill not only our
mission as an institution
of higher learning pursuing creativity and innovation, but we will become
a truly transformative
institution.”

Prof. Stacey Duff

View onto the “Empress”
installation

A still photograph from the
“Empress” film
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WKU Researchers Win Award from Zhejiang
Provincial Natural Science Foundation
The

Dr. Yu Meng
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interdisciplinary research team of WenzhouKean University led by Dr.
Yu Meng from biological
sciences
and
Dr.
Changjiang Zhang from
computer sciences has
been awarded 80,000
RMB from Zhejiang Provincial Natural Science
Foundation
(ZJNSF)
(Project
number:
LY16H080008).
The awarded project,
starting from January
2016 till December 2018
focuses on developing
the novel drug delivery
system for neurological
disorders as one of the
greatest threats to public
health.
The protective role of
blood-brain barrier presents a major challenge
to effective treatment of
neurological disorders. It
has been reported by Dr.
Yu Meng when she was
working at Rutgers University in the US that a
novel synthetic peptide
(K16ApoE) can significantly increase the delivery of protein therapeutics into the brain in a
neurological
disorder
LINCL.
In collaboration with

Covalent attachment of novel peptide carrier (K16ApoE) to protein therapeutics (TPP1)

Dr. Songfu Jiang from No.
1 Hospital affiliated with
Wenzhou Medical University to examine the
potential of the novel
peptide as the universal
drug delivery system for
various neurological disorders, the current research is aiming to evaluate the efficacy of this
delivery system in carrying drugs to treat central
nervous system leukemia.
Meanwhile, the development of a computer
simulation model to optimize the delivery system

will offer enormous research opportunities for
undergraduate students
from the computer science major.
The awarded research
represents critical but
straightforward
first
steps to examine the clinical potential of the novel
delivery system. The success in the study will be a
major
breakthrough,
changing the way we
think about therapy for
neurological disorders.
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Japanese Club blossoming
Somewhat

over
six
months ago WKU formed
the Japanese Language
and Culture Study Club.
Despite
the
difficult
schedules of students and
faculty, the club struggled
on in its efforts to selfeducate ourselves Japanese in enjoyable ways.
In addition to this, the
club survived our first
challenging
transition.
Thus, WKU’s first ever
graduation last year was
not entirely a happy occasion for the Japanese
Club; we lost some outstanding and key members, and while we wish
them well, we naturally
miss them, too.
More than ever we
had to depend on
“Kagura,” Club President,
who will be known to faculty as “Ella” and to stu-

Members and guests of the
Japanese Club meeting at a
local restaurant

dents outside the club as
Zhao Zixuan. Luckily, Kagura is eager and dependable, and stepping up well
in the role as a sophomore. We tell her おめで
とう
(congratulations)
and we hope you will too,
whenever you see her.
To increase the appeal
of the club, and to respond to students’ very

busy weekday schedules,
our activities now involve
weekends. Once every six
weeks or so we meet off
campus to enjoy Japanese
food and conversation.
Whenever possible, we
have been inclusive, involving in our last outing,
19 November, Professors
Miceli and Echiverri.
Luckily we also have an
authentic Japanese Chef,
“Sanchi” working to produce delicious and authentic Japanese cuisine
and adding to our circle of
“Japanese speaking partners.”
We are beginning to
look at prospects for an
abroad trip next year, perhaps to enjoy はなみ
(cherry blossom festival).

Delicious Japanese food to
encourage even the most
reluctant Japanese language learner

Faculty Update
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