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New Academic Affairs Leadership Arrives
With

the beginning of
the Spring 2015 semester Wenzhou-Kean University’s new Associate
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Holger
Henke, is taking up residence in Wenzhou to
assume his office at the
university on a full-time
basis. Filling the void
that had developed following his predecessor’s
retirement from Kean
University, Dr. Henke,
who will also have the
local title of Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs, visited the campus in November and
December, and together
with Vice President for
Learning Support, Dr.
Sophia Howlett, recently
conducted an orienta-

Dr. Holger Henke, Associate Vice-President for Academic
Affairs at Wenzhou-Kean University

tion week for new faculty.
Joining Kean University in November 2014,
he previously worked as
Assistant Provost at
York College (CUNY) in
New York City and as
faculty member at Met-

ropolitan College of
New York.
He also
taught at Iona College
and Hunter College.
Dr. Henke, who describes himself as a
“trespassing
political
scientist,” holds a Ph.D.
cont.’d on p.2

Students Astounded by Peers’ Creativity
WKU’s

twelve sophomore English majors
performed a dazzling
creative writing display,
“An Evening of Words,”
on December 17, 2014
in the Academic Hall.
A celebration of a

semester’s hard work,
the students each read
selections,
including
poems, plays, monologues and short stories
to a room packed with
nearly 60 WKU students. The anticipation

was palpable as the audience was excited to
hear the sophomore’s
mastery of creative
writing techniques, to
watch their powerful
performances and to
cont.’d on p.3
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“What is being
practiced here
every single day is a
people-to-people
exercise in the still
unfolding SinoAmerican
relationship that
will undoubtedly
come to define
much of the rest of
the 21st century.”
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in Government from the
University of the West
Indies and an MA in Political Science (with a minor in Modern German
Literature and Communications Sciences) from
the University of Munich.
He has published numerous peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, magazine articles, and – as
author and (lead) coeditor – six books on various aspects of International Relations.
Dr. Henke also worked
as the Assistant Director
of the Caribbean Research Center at Medgar
Eves College (CUNY). An
expert in Caribbean international relations and
political economy, he
served in 2010/11 as the
president of the Caribbean Studies Association,
the largest and most significant international professional
organization
focusing on the academic
study of the Caribbean
region.
In anticipation of his
new task in China, the
new chief academic
officer expressed his excitement about joining
the developing campus:
“Wenzhou-Kean University is a new and very significant higher education
project in collaboration
with its Chinese partners,
and it bears a symbolic
significance that points
beyond its immediate
task of educating Chinese, American and international students. What

is being practiced on our
campus every single day
is a people-to-people exercise in the still unfolding Sino-American relationship that will undoubtedly come to define
much of the rest of the
21st century. The students of today’s Wenzhou-Kean University are
the ones who tomorrow
will give shape to this
partnership.”
And to emphasize the
magnitude of the task,
Dr. Henke pointed out
that “[w]e have big goals
and aspirations, and we
pursue standards of
world-class higher education that we will not compromise – so we have a
lot of work before us.”
Plans for the future
As Dr. Henke explained to the Academic
Affairs Newsletter, a
number of immediate
tasks are at hand. Much
of these are defined by
Kean University’s current
Strategic Plan and the
draft Strategic Plan currently being put together
by the board of directors
for Wenzhou-Kean University.
The goals put forward
in these strategic plans
envision new programs
such as architecture and
graphic design and the
construction of an admissions building, library &
student excellence center, a state-of-the-art
business school, and a
school of architecture to

be designed by and
named for the American
architect Michael Graves,
one of the most recognized architects and designers of the late 20th
century.
For the immediate
future,
another
important goal is to more
fully establish the Office
of Academic Affairs, the
services of various academic support offices,
the English Learning Center, to deepen the English
language culture on campus, to create an academic community engaged in lively intellectual
discourse and research,
to place our students in
vibrant internships, and
to grow the town-gown
relationship with Wenzhou.
As well, preparations
will be made to implement more comprehensively the central academic tenets of Kean
University and modern
international and Western higher education in
general.
“Critical and
creative thought, independent and life-long
learning, academic integrity, and the creation of
new knowledge through
the rigorous pursuit of
the scientific method are
among the hallmarks of
institutions of higher education in the United
States,
Europe,
and
throughout the academic
world,” Dr. Henke emcont.’d on p.3
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admire the vulnerability
expressed in much of the
emotional content.
Penny Lin, who bravely opened the evening
with her monologue,
“Gourmand,” gave an
energetic performance
acting as her character
Gusteau, whose bad
breath from a diet of
shark fin, monkey brain,
bear paw and unborn
baby, ruins his dreams of
kissing someone. There
is nothing conventional
about Penny’s writing
and that’s a good thing!

Doris Yang performed
a monologue, “These Stupid Children,” in which a
disgruntled
clown
doesn’t realize the value
of his job, saying, “These
foolish children are always cheated by my jugglery.” Doris’ outgoing,
funny personality invigorated this special performance.
Chalico Qi read several
poems including one entitled, “A Loner,” highlighted by a stunning
stanza: “He forgets his
inspiration from ab-

sinthe/The bullet through
his palm/All wires bounding him and the earth.”
Chalico deftly combines
dark subject matter with
original language, often
reminiscent of Anne Sexton.
Meredith Qiqi Xu presented a startling prose
poem which shocked the
crowd with its final sentences: “My sister, grandparents, and parents appeared in the darkness in
my imagination. I’m sorry, I said.
They just
cont.’d on p.4

cont.’d from p.2, New Leadership

phasized, “and WenzhouKean University will fully
participate and educate
its students in these
proven traditions.”
Among the new initiatives the Associate VicePresident plans to bring
to the campus are a Global Lectures Series, featuring
well
recognized
speakers from the academic
and
business
world, a Student Research Day, professional
development opportunities for staff and faculty,
a Student Career Fair, as
well as the current new
publication, which will
regularly feature academic student activities
and significant faculty
accomplishments, as well
as campus-wide academic events.

High expectations
The Associate Vice-

President will, however,
not simply be there to
make life easier for faculty and students. “Above
all,” Dr. Henke explains,
“I am looking for the kind
of active intellectual and
creative engagement of
our faculty in and beyond
the classroom that will
help our students to transition from being ‘surface
learners’
(or
even
‘strategic learners’) and
‘routine experts’ to becoming ‘deep learners’
and ‘adaptive experts.’ In
addition, I count on all
faculty and staff to work
for the enhancement of
the good name of Wenzhou-Kean University.”
To students, he offers
a word of advice inviting
them to arrive and stay at
Wenzhou-Kean University with an open mind, to
explore new ideas and
directions, to participate

in events that engage
their imagination, to pursue new curiosities, and
to start seeing themselves at the beginning of
a life-long journey as
learners and contributors
of knowledge and creative ideas - in other
words, learners who become more concerned
about how they do after
the final exam, than how
they do on the final exam.
Faculty, staff and students, who have been
looking forward to the
arrival of a new chief academic officer on the campus, will be asked to fully
endorse Kean University’s education values and
expectations, and to
bring them to life with
their daily actions - a
challenge that Dr. Henke
firmly believes all are fully capable of meeting.

“He who asks
is a fool for
five minutes,
but he who
does not ask
remains a fool
forever.”
Chinese proverb

Dr. Henke (ctr.) at an event during his 2013 Fulbright Award in
the United Kingdom
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“Others have
seen what is
and asked
why. I have
seen what
could be and
asked why
not.”
Pablo Picasso
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smiled, smiled like those
piranhas.”
Meredith’s
poetic voice finds power
in economy of language.
Sally Xu’s one-act play,
“A Serious Problem,” incorporated other WKU
students as actors and
showed a hilarious misunderstanding between a
mother and Andrew, her
son, who she incorrectly
assumes is homosexual.
The farcical confusion
written by Sally caused
the audience to laugh so
loudly, actors had to
pause before continuing
reciting their lines.
Lotus Zhou read an
expertly-composed freeverse poem, “The Owl’s
Persona,” which was inspired by WKU’s campus
security. The final stanza
reads: “The other day I
saw you walk into the
canteen/Queue like a
parliament of owls/But
you conversed like us.”
Lotus also read other poems and her immense
vocabulary impressed her
peers.
Tracy Li read a heartwarming
poem,
“Wrinkle,”
about
a
daughter realizing she
needs to have more patience with her mother.
One memorable stanza
reads, “She wore presbyopic glasses/Holding her
iPhone, knocking at my
door lightly/Dear, why
can’t I see the pictures/
That you posted online,
she asked cautiously.”

The sentimental poem
closes with: “She whispers, Go to university/I
notice her wrinkles and
hair/Streaked with white,
and I forget/She was ever
young.”
Vera Yang’s one-act
play, “A Cup Is to Blame”
displayed finely-crafted
dialogue between two
policemen and three
main characters, a heartbroken man Nicolas, a
bartender Luna and a
world traveler, Annie.
This performance, set in a
California bar, had Vera’s
audience of peers uproariously laughing at the
quirky premise of a Nicolas being drunk and lovelorn and sneaky Annie
selling Chinese antique
cups and leaving … just
before the police arrive!
Jasmine Jingsi Lv read
her
excellent
story,
“Daffodil,” in which the
first-person female narrator says, “Today is my
18th birthday … I want a
kiss for my independence,” to a blue-eyed,
random stranger. The
narrator continues, “He
stroked his chin, and then
took over my flowers. I
accept it.
He agreed
while his nose came closer to me. I wanted to
close my eyes but his lip
had touched mine. It’s
warm, sensitive and emotional, different from
kissing my hand. He even
began to lick my lip,
which made me melt in

his temperature.” But, as
the WKU crowd soon
found out, this story did
not end with a love
match!
Rhine Lou performed a
somber monologue as a
character named Lolita,
who admits, “It is my
fault to trust you on April
1st, but how can you
make fun of my true
heart?” She also read a
free-verse poem, “Back
to Life,” remarkably
written in reverse chronological order where
“The snow stopped falling down and went back
to the clouds.” Quite an
experimental piece by
Rhine!
Teresa Jiang read an
impassioned work of
short fiction about two
doctors arguing while
stuck in a broken elevator. One doctor says to
the other: “C’mon, Davos. We all want to be a
good man. But when
does life turn out the way
we think it will? In that
case, we’re supposed to
use morphine. If we didn’t do anything, those
children would also die
but we would become
quacks.
Their parents
wouldn’t leave us alone!”
This dialogue-heavy story
was performed with
great vigor by Teresa.
Ezreal Ye, the only
male student in the creative writing class, performed several poems
cont.’d on p.6
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WKU Lecturer Publishes Poetry Collection
WKU Lecturer of English,
Bill Trüb, recently released his debut book of
poetry, All Men Are
Afraid. He embarked on
a promotional tour in the
UK in July 2014, launching the book at England’s
largest and most prestigious poetry festival, Ledbury. Bill held four other
performances at venues
such as the famed Poetry
Society Cafe in London
and also in Cardiff, Wales,
where he earned his MA
in creative writing more
than ten years ago.
All Men Are Afraid is a
volume of free verse, formal and prose poems
that ambushes perceptions of masculinity, identity, global citizenship
and dysfunctional relationships via experimental and traditional
poetic techniques. Provocative, cosmopolitan
and
gender-bending,
Bill’s book aims to obliterate the stale, staid views
many people have of poetry.
Esteemed British poet, Patience Agbabi,
praises All Men Are

Professor Bill Trüb

Afraid: “Bill Trüb boldly
goes where poets fear to
tread: across time-zones
to surreal mini-worlds
where sexual and gender
identity morph; brief encounters with lovers, liars, he-men, thieves;
filmic visceral prose poems with cutting-edge
one-liners
and vinyl
soundtracks; poems vibrating with sound-play,
word association, dark
humor.”
The book’s publisher,
Jan Fortune of Cinnamon
Press, says: “All Men Are
Afraid brings a unique
voice to poetics. Through
chance encounters and
sideways perspectives,
Trüb immerses the reader in worlds that are as
uncertain and mutable as

they are poignant. So a
man
who
remains
“invisible for a decade,”
who is both “overweight
and starving” stuffs a
time
capsule
with
“unfinished business/an
archive of a man’s abortions” and later watches
as no one “save his
mom” understands (from
the poem “A Man’s Abortions”).”
Bill thanks the WKU
community who have, in
various ways, supported
his book: Dr. Jennifer
Marquardt, Dr. Brian
Thornton, Janet Adams,
Stacey Duff, Dr. Davide
Girardelli, Curtis Wu, Nathan Meyer and Dr. Daniel O’Day. He also thanks
Dr. Robert Cirasa, and
WKU’s International and
Finance
Offices
for
providing academic travel
allowance to help fund
Bill’s UK book tour.
Bill’s book may be purchased from him personally in Wenzhou, on various websites such as Amazon, or directly through
his
publisher
at

Bill Trüb in Britain during his book
tour

www.cinnamonpress.com/
productitem/allmenareafraid/.

Student Translation Project
He Yitao, a junior finance
major at Wenzhou-Kean
University, is organizing a
team of students to
translate a collection of
pànwén, or what could be

called “judicial opinions,”
from the Tang Dynasty.
These legal documents from over a thousand years ago, written in
an antique form of Chinese in traditional rather

than contemporary simplified characters, have
never been translated
into English, although the
legal code they interpret
and apply is readily availcont.’d on p.10
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English Professor Receives Fellowship
Dr.

Vermont Studios Center

“Don’t limit
a child to
your own
learning, for
he was born
in another
time.”
Rabindranath
Tagore
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Jennifer Marquardt
has received a full fellowship in support of her
novel about the history
of surveillance. She will
be in residency at Vermont Studios Center in
July 2015.
Vermont
Studios
Center fosters creativity
through community and
collaboration by providing studio residencies in
an inclusive, international
setting. It is the largest
fine arts and writing residency program in the
U.S., with a significant
population of international artists in residency.
The center operates
one- to three-month residencies, with 52 fine
artists and writers in the

residency program at a
time. The programs are
highly selective and include a broad variety of
media, cultures, and ages.
Because writing is
often an insular act, VSC
requires that residents
live and work alone without their families. But
they also recognize that
artists are influenced and
inspired by one another.
For this reason, the program fosters a community of artists of various
nationalities,
backgrounds, and interests.
At the end of the month,
an exhibit is held to celebrate individual and collaborative achievements.
Dr. Marquardt is pleased

Dr. Jennifer Marquardt

to have received a full
fellowship. “This is a
great opportunity to
build relationships with
artists from different perspectives and I am looking forward to realizing
the ways that these new
perspectives
influence
my own work,” she told
the Academic Affairs
Newsletter.

cont.’d from p.4

and, perhaps, the most
popular was his prose
piece, “The Foulest Curses.” The poem opens
with two jaw-dropping
sentences which immediately grabbed the audience’s attention: “Your
pet will die after your kid
finally loved it. The body
of your pets will decay

before you find it.”
Creative writing is
difficult to master in your
native tongue.
What
WKU’s sophomore English majors accomplished
last semester is simply
astounding. After attending “An Evening of
Words,” WKU freshman
student Tony Peihong

Fang, said, “The night on
Wednesday was wonderful. I will never forget it;
the creative writing class
is very splendid. Everyone tried their best to
make their presentation
better, and the class was
full of happiness!”
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Welcoming New Faculty Colleagues
With the Spring 2015 semester, several new faculty members will assume teaching, research and service responsibilities at WKU. The University takes great
pride in this further expansion of its faculty and in the following pages we briefly
introduce the new professors (in no particular order).

Lonna Williams
Lonna

Lisa Williams got
her Master’s degree in
English from San Diego
State University in California.
She has previously
taught at Palomar College and Riverside Community College before
taking time off from
teaching to raise and
home-school her children. During that time,
Lonna was a part-time
journalist and photographer for the Mountain
News of Lake Arrowhead,
CA.
Always in love with
writing,
Lonna
also

worked on her six
books. Like a Tree Planted is science fiction, and
Selah of the Summit is
fantasy.
Crossing the
Chemo Room, I Saw You
in the Moon, and Fire and
Ice tell her true survival
stories. Walk with Me in
Turkey is a Kindle eBook
with color photos, links,
history, culture, and
amazing scenes of Turkey.
After getting divorced
and looking for a teaching job in America, Lonna
went overseas to teach
English in Russia, Turkey,
and China. She obtained

a TEFL certificate, learned
some foreign languages,
and married an Armenian/Turkish man. Lonna
and Jack have lived in
China for a year and a
half where she taught
high school English in the
north and the south.
She continues to write
articles and photo essays
for online magazines like
Digital Journal and Yahoo. Lonna is looking
forward to teaching in
the English program at
Wenzhou-Kean University.

Republic, Bosnia, Japan,
S. Korea, Turkey, Ecuador, and China.
She has published
fiction and non-fiction,

and one of her screenplays was produced.
Professor Henry is
currently working on a
novel.

spent almost 11 years
with Citigroup in various
sales management and
research roles.
He began his Wall
Street career working for
Drexel Burnham Lambert. He received both
his BS and MBA from Cornell University and ob-

tained his CPA designation while working for
Deloitte Haskins & Sells in
San Diego, Ca. Geoffrey
has taught at both Cornell University and University of San Diego, including courses in Accounting and Financial
Management.

Lonna Williams

Ann Henry
Ann

Henry received her
Ph.D. in English Literature
from the University of
Denver, and since then
has taught in the Czech

Ann Henry

Geoffrey Snyder
Geoffrey

Snyder has
spent the past 30 years
on Wall Street.
He was most recently
Head of Equity Sales and
Sales Trading for Wells
Fargo Securities. His prior position was Head of
Equity Sales with Bank of
America. Geoffrey has

Geoffrey Snyder
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Diane Harley
Dr. Harley earned a BA in
Classics (Latin) from the
University of Arizona, an
MA in TESL from Arizona
State University, and a
Ph.D. in TESOL & Composition from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

She has taught English in the US and abroad
for most of her career.
Recently she served as an
English Language Fellow
in Africa and South East
Asia, and directed English

language programs in
Central Asia.
Her teaching specializations and research interest are in Second Language Writing.

For two years, she
taught English to native
speakers in Louisville,
Kentucky. Following this
assignment, she spent
three years teaching ESL
to adult learners from all
around the world, working in both private university and community
college settings in Louisville, Kentucky.

She conducted a brief
summer camp for Chinese English teachers in
Wenchuan County in Sichuan in 2013.
Currently, Ashley is
focused on increasing the
effectiveness of English
language learner assessment at the college level.

departments of companies and external teams
for more than thirty-five
years. He started six professional Internal Audit
departments from inception.
One great accomplishment was starting the
Non-Federal Audit Program for the USAID Regional Inspector General
for Audits in Nairobi, Kenya. Under this program,
CPA firms could audit US
government grants for
the first time.
He also developed a
two billion dollar Assets

Register at TAFGA, Royal
Commission Yanbu Project in Saudi Arabia and
completely rebuilt Financial Records of the UNGA
Flour and Maize Mills
Kenya division in Kampala (Uganda) for a three
years due to loss of records and back-up.
Frank has taught in
South Africa, Afghanistan, and China. He performed ten years of audit
training for his audit staff.
Frank will teach in the
Accounting program at
WKU.

Diane Harley

Ashley Gatens
Ashley

Ashley Gatens

completed her
undergraduate studies at
Marshall University in
Huntington, West Virginia.
She has an MFA in
Writing from the University of Nebraska. In May
of this year, she will complete her MA in TESOL
with The New School in
New York City.

Frank Henry Wade
Frank

Frank Henry Wade
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Wade holds five
professional accounting
certifications in audit,
cost and managerial accounting,
information
system auditing, and government auditing. He has
had his CPA license for
over thirty years and
maintained a CPA firm.
He has three academic
degrees; a (forthcoming)
doctorate in Business
Administration, Masters
in Accounting, and Bachelors in Business Administration.
Frank has been a manager of Internal Audit
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Ti Peng
Ti Peng received a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Richard
Stockton College of New
Jersey, and earned a
Master
of
Science
through Rutgers, the
State University of New
Jersey in Mathematical
Sciences.

She holds a standard
teaching certificate in the
State of New Jersey with
endorsement in Mathematics (9-12). This is her
sixth year in the teaching
profession, and she has
taught math courses at
both the secondary and
post-secondary levels.

Math is definitely a
passion for Ms. Peng, and
she eagerly looks forward
to sharing her love of it
with her students!

USA that dates back to
1999 where she taught
various courses in computer science and general
education.
She holds a teacher’s
certification in the USA
and has worked in the
mental health field with
children and young adults
where she provided them
with the necessary coping skills needed to enhance their lives.
Lorette holds a B.S. in
Telecommunications
Management from DeVry
Institute of Technology
and a M.S. in Educational
Computing from Iona
College. She holds a Cisco Certification in Router

Configuration, Multilayer
Switched, and Scalable
Networks.
She was the President
of the Parent Teacher
Association of the school
district where she lives
and she still sits on the
PTA board as the Treasurer. She is married, has 2
daughters and is very
excited to be joining the
Wenzhou-Kean University faculty.

guages, communications,
law, education, sustainability, fine arts, and landscape design & architecture. He minored in business, owning his own
business, and working in
real estate finance as a

licensed realtor.
Mr. Yasskin has previously taught and tutored
ESL and writing in Portland at Portland State
University. He also trav-

Ti Peng

Lorette Miller
Lorette Miller was a Project Manager at Avaya,
Inc. before joining Kean
University in 2003.
Previously,
she
worked at Comdisco, developing telecommunications strategies for network moves and disaster
recovery
procedures.
She worked in the telecommunications field for
approximately 12 years
developing an expertise
in wide area networking
where she was instrumental in separating
Avaya Inc. from Lucent
Technologies network.
Lorette has experience
teaching at other colleges
and universities in the

Lorette Miller

Joel Yasskin
The

foundation of Professor Yasskin’s education is in the Humanities:
he holds a MA in Writing,
a BA in History, and TESL
certification, and has an
interest in foreign lan-

cont.’d on p.10

Page 9

Academic Affairs
Newsletter
cont.’d from p.5, Student Translation Project

“The most
useful piece
of learning
for the uses
of life is to
unlearn what
is untrue.”
Antisthenes

able in English translations. This project is potentially very valuable to
all sorts of research in a
variety of social sciences,
but in particular it has
immediate application to
a project in supporting a
narrative jurisprudential
theory; that is, the philosophical view that law is
essentially an act of telling stories.
The naïve view of law
is that it can be identified
with a society’s rules; for
example, the Tang Dynasty code. The philosophy
of law recognizes the inadequacy of this view,
and thus H.L.A. Hart, an
Oxford University philosopher, and the positivists
offer the view that law is
best understood as those
social acts that meet the
social convention by

which relevant elites recognize something as
“law” (the so-called rule
of recognition).
This
might include more than
just the code.
Meanwhile, the socalled
“interpretivist”
school following Ronald
Dworkin, has emphasized
that law is best understood as the interpretive
act of constructing the
best version of a body of
rules in terms of coherence and moral plausibility.
Yet another jurisprudential variant, one to
which this WKU student
translation project proves
invaluable, is that the
“law” as Hart viewed it
acts as the raw material
(e.g., the code and any
other materials recognized as legitimate inter-

pretive tools) from which
the law is constructed
through an interpretive
application to a given
narrative; the “best version” the law writer is
giving is the best version
in terms of narrative coherence and narrative
plausibility.
The law is found in the
story that results from
that narrative act, and it
is re-written with every
case. Narrative jurisprudence contends this is a
feature of every legal system, no matter how
much they may differ;
and thus comparing legal
systems as different as
those of imperial China
and contemporary AngloAmerican law can be very
revealing.

Southern Europe.
Joel
is
currently
writing a book on this
topic and intends to integrate concepts of sustain-

ability and ecological design into it. He looks forward to contributing to
the success of the students and the University.

cont.’d from p.9, Joel Yasskin

Joel Yasskin

eled around China researching traditional Chinese gardens, arts, and
culture. He did similar
design research in Japan,
Taiwan,
Korea,
and

Faculty Update
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Mohammad M. Mousavi (w. Jamal Ouenniche), published his article “The Impact of MENA Conflicts (The Arab Spring) on Global Financial Markets,” in: The
Journal of Developing Areas, Volume 48, Number 4 (Fall 2014), pp. 21-40;
Mohammed M. Mousavi (w. Jamal Ouenniche and Bing Xu), published his article “Performance Evaluation of Bankruptcy Prediction models: An OrientationFree Super-Efficiency DEA-based Framework,” in: International Review of Financial Analysis, Vol. 38 (March 2015);

Bringing American Culture Alive

Volume 1, Issue 1

by Charles Greenberg, WKU Chief Librarian

I

have been a dedicated
fan of jazz music since
high school even though I
never tried out or played
in a high school jazz ensemble. Instead, I signed
up for a Social Studies
class called “American
History through Jazz,”
taught by an instructor
and part-time jazz drummer. Over the next 40
years I collected jazz records, then CDs, read
many books about jazz
musicians, and attended
live performances in
many venues.
Besides my career as a
librarian, I have also
taught part-time in a variety of context and subject areas. When I arrived in Wenzhou, one of
the first things I did was
to create an outline of
how I would teach the
history of American jazz
music to a Chinese audience that would know
little or nothing about the
African-American community or the American
history of slavery.
I refined my outline
and sent an email to the
Wenzhou Municipal Library. I received no response for two months,
then another friend mentioned the English programming the Wenzhou
Library has on weekends. I found the correct
contact for the “English
Corner” and re-sent my

Wenzhou-Kean University chief librarian, Charles Greenberg,
fostering town-gown relations with Wenzhou

proposal.
Persistence
paid off.
The English Corner
librarian liked and embraced the idea, and we
agreed on a pilot for June
14, 2014. I prepared a
PowerPoint presentation
with embedded videos of
jazz performances. On
the day of the pilot, I had
an enthusiastic audience
of 35 music fans.
Based on that success. I conducted parts 2
-6 of my jazz chronology
in September through
January,
one
each
month. I also presented
parts 1-4 at WKU for students.
I hope to present a
day-long Wenzhou-Kean
University “jazz festival”
where I can present parts
5-7 at WKU and find a
live band to perform
some jazz standards.
A strong undercurrent
that permeates the jazz

world of fans and performers is that all innovation builds on predecessors. Louis Armstrong
started as a side-man
with King Oliver. Charlie
Parker got noticed with
Jay McShann. John Coltrane first played as a
sideman with Thelonious
Monk. George Benson
was given a break by Jack
McDuff.
I feel a great deal of
personal satisfaction that
the Wenzhou community
has begun to appreciate
the history of American
jazz. Each time I repay a
debt of gratitude to my
high school social studies
teacher.
WKU has been very
supportive of this activity,
and this is but one span
of the bridges we can
construct between Chinese and American culture for greater respect
and appreciation.

An attentive crowd of citizens
from Wenzhou followed Mr.
Greenberg’s presentation

The Wenzhou
Library
Coordinator of English
Corner Programs, Mrs.
Chen Ye, thanked Mr.
Greenberg for his initiative
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