
ropolitan College of 
New York.  He also 
taught at Iona College 
and Hunter College. 

Dr. Henke, who de-
scribes himself as a 
“trespassing political 
scientist,” holds a Ph.D. 

With the beginning of 

the Spring 2015 semes-
ter Wenzhou-Kean Uni-
versity’s new Associate 
Vice-President for Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. Holger 
Henke, is taking up resi-
dence in Wenzhou to 
assume his office at the 
university on a full-time 
basis.  Filling the void 
that had developed fol-
lowing his predecessor’s 
retirement from Kean 
University, Dr. Henke, 
who will also have the 
local title of Vice Chan-
cellor for Academic 
Affairs, visited the cam-
pus in November and 
December, and together 
with Vice President for 
Learning Support, Dr. 
Sophia Howlett, recently 
conducted an orienta-

tion week for new facul-
ty.  

Joining Kean Univer-
sity in November 2014, 
he previously worked as 
Assistant Provost at 
York College (CUNY) in 
New York City and as  
faculty member at Met-
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semester’s hard work, 
the students each read 
selections, including 
poems, plays, mono-
logues and short stories 
to a room packed with 
nearly 60 WKU stu-
dents.  The anticipation 

WKU’s twelve sopho-

more English majors 
performed a dazzling 
creative writing display, 
“An Evening of Words,” 
on December 17, 2014 
in the Academic Hall.   

A celebration of a 

was palpable as the au-
dience was excited to 
hear the sophomore’s 
mastery of creative 
writing techniques, to 
watch their powerful 
performances and to 

Students Astounded by Peers’ Creativity  

Dr. Holger Henke, Associate Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs at Wenzhou-Kean University 
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in Government from the 
University of the West 
Indies and an MA in Po-
litical Science (with a mi-
nor in Modern German 
Literature and Communi-
cations Sciences) from 
the University of Munich.  
He has published numer-
ous peer-reviewed arti-
cles, book chapters, mag-
azine articles, and – as 
author and (lead) co-
editor – six books on vari-
ous aspects of Interna-
tional Relations.   

Dr. Henke also worked 
as the Assistant Director 
of the Caribbean Re-
search Center at Medgar 
Eves College (CUNY).   An 
expert in Caribbean inter-
national relations and 
political economy, he 
served in 2010/11 as the 
president of the Caribbe-
an Studies Association, 
the largest and most sig-
nificant international pro-
fessional organization 
focusing on the academic 
study of the Caribbean 
region. 

In anticipation of his 
new task in China, the 
new chief academic 
officer expressed his ex-
citement about joining 
the developing campus:  
“Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty  is a new and very sig-
nificant higher education 
project in collaboration 
with its Chinese partners, 
and it bears a symbolic 
significance that points 
beyond its immediate 
task of educating Chi-
nese, American and inter-
national students.  What 

is being practiced on our 
campus every single day 
is a people-to-people ex-
ercise in the still unfold-
ing Sino-American rela-
tionship that will un-
doubtedly come to define 
much of the rest of the 
21st century.  The stu-
dents of today’s Wen-
zhou-Kean University are 
the ones who tomorrow 
will give shape to this 
partnership.” 

And to emphasize the 
magnitude of the task, 
Dr. Henke pointed out 
that “[w]e have big goals 
and aspirations, and we 
pursue standards of 
world-class higher educa-
tion that we will not com-
promise – so we have a 
lot of work before us.”   

 
Plans for the future 

As Dr. Henke ex-
plained to the Academic 
Affairs Newsletter, a 
number of immediate 
tasks are at hand.  Much 
of these are defined by 
Kean University’s current 
Strategic Plan and the 
draft Strategic Plan cur-
rently being put together 
by the board of directors 
for Wenzhou-Kean Uni-
versity.   

The goals put forward 
in these strategic plans 
envision new programs 
such as architecture and 
graphic design and the 
construction of an admis-
sions building, library & 
student excellence cen-
ter, a state-of-the-art 
business school, and a 
school of architecture to 

be designed by and 
named for the American 
architect Michael Graves, 
one of the most recog-
nized architects and de-
signers of the late 20th 
century.  

For the immediate 
future, another im-
portant goal is to more 
fully establish the Office 
of Academic Affairs, the 
services of various aca-
demic support offices, 
the English Learning Cen-
ter, to deepen the English 
language culture on cam-
pus, to create an aca-
demic community en-
gaged in lively intellectual 
discourse and research, 
to place our students in 
vibrant internships, and 
to grow the town-gown 
relationship with Wen-
zhou.   

As well, preparations 
will be made to imple-
ment more comprehen-
sively the central aca-
demic  tenets of Kean 
University and modern 
international and  West-
ern higher education in 
general.  “Critical and 
creative thought, inde-
pendent and life-long 
learning, academic integ-
rity, and the creation of 
new knowledge through 
the rigorous pursuit of 
the scientific method are 
among the hallmarks of 
institutions of higher ed-
ucation in the United 
States, Europe, and 
throughout the academic 
world,” Dr. Henke em-

“What is being 
practiced here 
every single day is a 
people-to-people 
exercise in the still 
unfolding Sino-
American 
relationship that 
will undoubtedly 
come to define 
much of the rest of 
the 21st century.” 
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phasized, “and Wenzhou-
Kean University will fully 
participate and educate 
its students in these 
proven traditions.” 

Among the new initia-
tives the Associate Vice-
President plans to bring 
to the campus are a Glob-
al Lectures Series, featur-
ing well recognized 
speakers from the aca-
demic and business 
world, a Student Re-
search Day, professional 
development opportuni-
ties for staff and faculty, 
a Student Career Fair, as 
well as the current new 
publication, which will 
regularly feature aca-
demic student activities 
and significant faculty 
accomplishments, as well 
as campus-wide academ-
ic events.   

 
High expectations 

The Associate Vice-

President will, however, 
not simply be there to 
make life easier for facul-
ty and students.  “Above 
all,” Dr. Henke explains, 
“I am looking for the kind 
of active intellectual and 
creative engagement of 
our faculty in and beyond 
the classroom that will 
help our students to tran-
sition from being ‘surface 
learners’ (or even 
‘strategic learners’) and 
‘routine experts’ to be-
coming ‘deep learners’ 
and ‘adaptive experts.’  In 
addition, I count on all 
faculty and staff to work 
for the enhancement of 
the good name of Wen-
zhou-Kean University.” 

To students, he offers 
a word of advice inviting 
them to arrive and stay at 
Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty with an open mind, to 
explore new ideas and 
directions, to participate 

in events that engage 
their imagination, to pur-
sue new curiosities, and 
to start seeing them-
selves at the beginning of 
a life-long journey as 
learners and contributors 
of knowledge and crea-
tive ideas - in other 
words, learners who be-
come more concerned 
about how they do after 
the final exam, than how 
they do on the final ex-
am. 

Faculty, staff and stu-
dents, who have been 
looking forward to the 
arrival of a new chief aca-
demic officer on the cam-
pus, will  be asked to fully 
endorse Kean Universi-
ty’s education values and 
expectations, and to 
bring them to life with 
their daily actions - a 
challenge that Dr. Henke 
firmly believes all are ful-
ly capable of meeting. 

“He who asks 
is a fool for 

five minutes, 
but he who 

does not ask 
remains a fool 

forever.” 
 

Chinese proverb 

Page 3 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

cont.’d from p.2, New Leadership 

cont.’d on p.4 

admire the vulnerability 
expressed in much of the 
emotional content. 

Penny Lin, who brave-
ly opened the evening 
with her monologue, 
“Gourmand,” gave an 
energetic performance 
acting as her character 
Gusteau, whose bad 
breath from a diet of 
shark fin, monkey brain, 
bear paw and unborn 
baby, ruins his dreams of 
kissing someone.  There 
is nothing conventional 
about Penny’s writing 
and that’s a good thing! 

Doris Yang performed 
a monologue, “These Stu-
pid Children,” in which a 
disgruntled clown 
doesn’t realize the value 
of his job, saying, “These 
foolish children are al-
ways cheated by my jug-
glery.”  Doris’ outgoing, 
funny personality invigor-
ated this special perfor-
mance. 

Chalico Qi read several 
poems including one en-
titled, “A Loner,” high-
lighted by a stunning 
stanza: “He forgets his 
inspiration from ab-

sinthe/The bullet through 
his palm/All wires bound-
ing him and the earth.” 
Chalico deftly combines 
dark subject matter with 
original language, often 
reminiscent of Anne Sex-
ton. 

Meredith Qiqi Xu pre-
sented a startling prose 
poem which shocked the 
crowd with its final sen-
tences: “My sister, grand-
parents, and parents ap-
peared in the darkness in 
my imagination.  I’m sor-
ry, I said.  They just 

cont.’d from p.1, Students Astounded 

Dr. Henke (ctr.) at an event dur-
ing his 2013 Fulbright Award in 
the United Kingdom 
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The sentimental poem 
closes with: “She whis-
pers, Go to university/I 
notice her wrinkles and 
hair/Streaked with white, 
and I forget/She was ever 
young.” 

Vera Yang’s one-act 
play, “A Cup Is to Blame” 
displayed finely-crafted 
dialogue between two 
policemen and three 
main characters, a heart-
broken man Nicolas, a 
bartender Luna and a 
world traveler, Annie. 
This performance, set in a 
California bar, had Vera’s 
audience of peers up-
roariously laughing at the 
quirky premise of a Nico-
las being drunk and love-
lorn and sneaky Annie 
selling Chinese antique 
cups and leaving … just 
before the police arrive! 

Jasmine Jingsi Lv read 
her excellent story, 
“Daffodil,” in which the 
first-person female narra-
tor says, “Today is my 
18th birthday …  I want a 
kiss for my independ-
ence,” to a blue-eyed, 
random stranger.  The 
narrator continues, “He 
stroked his chin, and then 
took over my flowers.  I 
accept it.  He agreed 
while his nose came clos-
er to me. I wanted to 
close my eyes but his lip 
had touched mine. It’s 
warm, sensitive and emo-
tional, different from 
kissing my hand. He even 
began to lick my lip, 
which made me melt in 

smiled, smiled like those 
piranhas.”  Meredith’s 
poetic voice finds power 
in economy of language. 

Sally Xu’s one-act play, 
“A Serious Problem,” in-
corporated other WKU 
students as actors and 
showed a hilarious mis-
understanding between a 
mother and Andrew, her 
son, who she incorrectly 
assumes is homosexual. 
The farcical confusion 
written by Sally caused 
the audience to laugh so 
loudly, actors had to 
pause before continuing 
reciting their lines. 

Lotus Zhou read an 
expertly-composed free-
verse poem, “The Owl’s 
Persona,” which was in-
spired by WKU’s campus 
security.  The final stanza 
reads: “The other day I 
saw you walk into the 
canteen/Queue like a 
parliament of owls/But 
you conversed like us.” 
Lotus also read other po-
ems and her immense 
vocabulary impressed her 
peers. 

Tracy Li read a heart-
warming poem, 
“Wrinkle,” about a 
daughter realizing she 
needs to have more pa-
tience with her mother. 
One memorable stanza 
reads, “She wore presby-
opic glasses/Holding her 
iPhone, knocking at my 
door lightly/Dear, why 
can’t I see the pictures/
That you posted online, 
she asked cautiously.” 

his temperature.”  But, as 
the WKU crowd soon 
found out, this story did 
not end with a love 
match! 

Rhine Lou performed a 
somber monologue as a 
character named Lolita, 
who admits, “It is my 
fault to trust you on April 
1st, but how can you 
make fun of my true 
heart?”  She also read a 
free-verse poem, “Back 
to Life,” remarkably 
written in reverse chron-
ological order where 
“The snow stopped fall-
ing down and went back 
to the clouds.”  Quite an 
experimental piece by 
Rhine! 

Teresa Jiang read an 
impassioned work of 
short fiction about two 
doctors arguing while 
stuck in a broken eleva-
tor.  One doctor says to 
the other: “C’mon, Da-
vos.  We all want to be a 
good man.  But when 
does life turn out the way 
we think it will?   In that 
case, we’re supposed to 
use morphine.  If we did-
n’t do anything, those 
children would also die 
but we would become 
quacks.  Their parents 
wouldn’t leave us alone!” 
This dialogue-heavy story 
was performed with 
great vigor by Teresa. 

Ezreal Ye, the only 
male student in the crea-
tive writing class, per-
formed several poems 

“Others have 
seen what is 
and asked 
why.  I have 
seen what 
could be and 
asked why 
not.” 

 
Pablo Picasso 

cont.’d from p.3 
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WKU Lecturer of English, 

Bill Trüb, recently re-
leased his debut book of 
poetry, All Men Are 
Afraid.  He embarked on 
a promotional tour in the 
UK in July 2014, launch-
ing the book at England’s 
largest and most prestig-
ious poetry festival, Led-
bury.  Bill held four other 
performances at venues 
such as the famed Poetry 
Society Cafe in London 
and also in Cardiff, Wales, 
where he earned his MA 
in creative writing more 
than ten years ago.   

All Men Are Afraid is a 
volume of free verse, for-
mal and prose poems 
that ambushes percep-
tions of masculinity, iden-
tity, global citizenship 
and dysfunctional rela-
tionships via experi-
mental and traditional 
poetic techniques.  Pro-
vocative, cosmopolitan 
and gender-bending, 
Bill’s book aims to oblite-
rate the stale, staid views 
many people have of po-
etry. 

Esteemed British po-
et, Patience Agbabi, 
praises All Men Are 

Afraid: “Bill Trüb boldly 
goes where poets fear to 
tread: across time-zones 
to surreal mini-worlds 
where sexual and gender 
identity morph; brief en-
counters with lovers, li-
ars, he-men, thieves; 
filmic visceral prose po-
ems with cutting-edge 
one-liners and vinyl 
soundtracks; poems vi-
brating with sound-play, 
word association, dark 
humor.” 

The book’s publisher, 
Jan Fortune of Cinnamon 
Press, says: “All Men Are 
Afraid brings a unique 
voice to poetics.  Through 
chance encounters and 
sideways perspectives, 
Trüb immerses the read-
er in worlds that are as 
uncertain and mutable as 

they are poignant.  So a 
man who remains 
“invisible for a decade,” 
who is both “overweight 
and starving” stuffs a 
time capsule with 
“unfinished business/an 
archive of a man’s abor-
tions” and later watches 
as no one “save his 
mom” understands (from 
the poem “A Man’s Abor-
tions”).” 

Bill thanks the WKU 
community who have, in 
various ways, supported 
his book: Dr. Jennifer 
Marquardt, Dr. Brian 
Thornton, Janet Adams, 
Stacey Duff, Dr. Davide 
Girardelli, Curtis Wu, Na-
than Meyer and Dr. Dan-
iel O’Day.  He also thanks 
Dr. Robert Cirasa, and 
WKU’s International and 
Finance Offices for 
providing academic travel 
allowance to help fund 
Bill’s UK book tour. 

Bill’s book may be pur-
chased from him person-
ally in Wenzhou, on vari-
ous websites such as Am-
azon, or directly through 
his publisher at 
www.cinnamonpress.com/

productitem/allmenareafraid/. 

Professor Bill Trüb 

Bill Trüb in Britain during his book 
tour 

cont.’d on p.10 

He Yitao, a junior finance 

major at Wenzhou-Kean 
University, is organizing a 
team of students to 
translate a collection of 
pànwén, or what could be 

called “judicial opinions,” 
from the Tang Dynasty.   

These legal docu-
ments from over a thou-
sand years ago, written in 
an antique form of Chi-
nese in traditional rather 

than contemporary sim-
plified characters, have 
never been translated 
into English, although the 
legal code they interpret 
and apply is readily avail-

WKU Lecturer Publishes Poetry Collection 

Student Translation Project 



and, perhaps, the most 
popular was his prose 
piece, “The Foulest Curs-
es.”  The poem opens 
with two jaw-dropping 
sentences which immedi-
ately grabbed the audi-
ence’s attention: “Your 
pet will die after your kid 
finally loved it.  The body 
of your pets will decay 

before you find it.”  
Creative writing is 

difficult to master in your 
native tongue.  What 
WKU’s sophomore Eng-
lish majors accomplished 
last semester is simply 
astounding.  After attend-
ing “An Evening of 
Words,” WKU freshman 
student Tony Peihong 

Fang, said, “The night on 
Wednesday was wonder-
ful.  I will never forget it; 
the creative writing class 
is very splendid.  Every-
one tried their best to 
make their presentation 
better, and the class was 
full of happiness!” 

cont.’d from p.4 
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residency program at a 
time. The programs are 
highly selective and in-
clude a broad variety of 
media, cultures, and ag-
es.  

Because writing is 
often an insular act, VSC 
requires that residents 
live and work alone with-
out their families.  But 
they also recognize that 
artists are influenced and 
inspired by one another. 
For this reason, the pro-
gram fosters a communi-
ty of artists of various 
nationalities, back-
grounds, and interests.  
At the end of the month, 
an exhibit is held to cele-
brate individual and col-
laborative achievements. 
Dr. Marquardt is pleased 

Dr. Jennifer Marquardt 

has received a full fellow-
ship in support of her 
novel about the history 
of surveillance.  She will 
be in residency at Ver-
mont Studios Center in 
July 2015. 

Vermont Studios 
Center fosters creativity 
through community and 
collaboration by provid-
ing studio residencies in 
an inclusive, international 
setting.  It is the largest 
fine arts and writing resi-
dency program in the 
U.S., with a significant 
population of interna-
tional artists in residency. 

The center operates 
one- to three-month resi-
dencies, with 52 fine 
artists and writers in the 

to have received a full 
fellowship.  “This is a 
great opportunity to 
build relationships with 
artists from different per-
spectives and I am look-
ing forward to realizing 
the ways that these new 
perspectives influence 
my own work,” she told 
the Academic Affairs 
Newsletter. 

“Don’t limit 

a child to 

your own 

learning, for 

he was born 

in another 

time.” 
 
Rabindranath 

Tagore 

English Professor Receives Fellowship 

Vermont Studios Center 

Dr. Jennifer Marquardt 



Geoffrey Snyder has 

spent the past 30 years 
on Wall Street.   

He was most recently 
Head of Equity Sales and 
Sales Trading for Wells 
Fargo Securities.  His pri-
or position was Head of 
Equity Sales with Bank of 
America.  Geoffrey has  

spent almost 11 years 
with Citigroup in various 
sales management and 
research roles.  

He began his Wall 
Street career working for 
Drexel Burnham Lam-
bert.  He received both 
his BS and MBA from Cor-
nell University and ob-

tained his CPA designa-
tion while working for 
Deloitte Haskins & Sells in 
San Diego, Ca.  Geoffrey 
has taught at both Cor-
nell University and Uni-
versity of San Diego, in-
cluding courses in Ac-
counting and Financial 
Management.   Page 7 
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Lonna Lisa Williams got 

her Master’s degree in 
English from San Diego 
State University in Cali-
fornia.   

She has previously 
taught at Palomar Col-
lege and Riverside Com-
munity College before 
taking time off from 
teaching to raise and 
home-school her chil-
dren.  During that time, 
Lonna was a part-time 
journalist and photogra-
pher for the Mountain 
News of Lake Arrowhead, 
CA.   

Always in love with 
writing, Lonna also 

worked on her six 
books.  Like a Tree Plant-
ed is science fiction, and 
Selah of the Summit is 
fantasy.  Crossing the 
Chemo Room, I Saw You 
in the Moon, and Fire and 
Ice tell her true survival 
stories.  Walk with Me in 
Turkey is a Kindle eBook 
with color photos, links, 
history, culture, and 
amazing scenes of Tur-
key.   

After getting divorced 
and looking for a teach-
ing job in America, Lonna 
went overseas to teach 
English in Russia, Turkey, 
and China.  She obtained 

a TEFL certificate, learned 
some foreign languages, 
and married an Armeni-
an/Turkish man.  Lonna 
and Jack have lived in 
China for a year and a 
half where she taught 
high school English in the 
north and the south.   

She continues to write 
articles and photo essays 
for online magazines like 
Digital Journal and Ya-
hoo.  Lonna is looking 
forward to  teaching in 
the English program at 
Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty. 

Lonna Williams 

With the Spring 2015 semester, several new faculty members will assume teach-

ing, research and service responsibilities at WKU.   The University takes great 
pride in this further expansion of its faculty and in the following pages we briefly 
introduce the new professors (in no particular order).   

Welcoming New Faculty Colleagues 

Lonna Williams 

Geoffrey Snyder 

Geoffrey Snyder 

Ann Henry 

Ann Henry received her 

Ph.D. in English Literature 
from the University of 
Denver, and since then 
has taught in the Czech 

Republic, Bosnia, Japan, 
S. Korea, Turkey, Ecua-
dor, and China. 

She has published 
fiction and non-fiction, 

and one of her screen-
plays was produced. 

Professor Henry is 
currently working on a 
novel. Ann Henry 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007YIY778
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007YIY778
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005BFXXL2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007TXXII2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007TXXII2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007UJ6EH2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007UJ6EH2
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007U7KYJ8
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B007U7KYJ8
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ILG7486
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ILG7486
http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/339938
http://voices.yahoo.com/this-photo-almost-got-me-arrested-turkey-12411125.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/this-photo-almost-got-me-arrested-turkey-12411125.html


Ashley completed her 

undergraduate studies at 
Marshall University in 
Huntington, West Virgin-
ia. 

She has an MFA in 
Writing from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska.  In May 
of this year, she will com-
plete her MA in TESOL 
with The New School in 
New York City.  

For two years, she 
taught English to native 
speakers in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Following this 
assignment, she spent 
three years teaching ESL 
to adult learners from all 
around the world, work-
ing in both private uni-
versity and community 
college settings in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.  

She conducted a brief 
summer camp for Chi-
nese English teachers in 
Wenchuan County in Si-
chuan in 2013.  

Currently, Ashley is 
focused on increasing the 
effectiveness of English 
language learner assess-
ment at the college level.  
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 She has taught Eng-
lish in the US and abroad 
for most of her career. 
Recently she served as an 
English Language Fellow 
in Africa and South East 
Asia, and directed English 

Dr. Harley earned a BA in 

Classics (Latin) from the 
University of Arizona, an 
MA in TESL from Arizona 
State University, and a 
Ph.D. in TESOL & Compo-
sition from Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. 

language programs in 
Central Asia.  

Her teaching speciali-
zations and research in-
terest are in Second Lan-
guage Writing. 

Diane Harley 

Diane Harley 

Frank Wade holds five 

professional accounting 
certifications in audit, 
cost and managerial ac-
counting, information 
system auditing, and gov-
ernment auditing.  He has 
had his CPA license for 
over thirty years and  
maintained a CPA firm. 

He has three academic 
degrees; a (forthcoming) 
doctorate in Business 
Administration, Masters 
in Accounting, and Bach-
elors in Business Admin-
istration. 

Frank has been a man-
ager of Internal Audit 

departments of compa-
nies and external teams 
for more than thirty-five 
years.  He started six pro-
fessional Internal Audit 
departments from incep-
tion.  

One great accomplish-
ment was starting the 
Non-Federal Audit Pro-
gram for the USAID Re-
gional Inspector General 
for Audits in Nairobi, Ken-
ya.  Under this program, 
CPA firms could audit US 
government grants for 
the first time. 

He also developed a 
two billion dollar Assets 

Register  at TAFGA, Royal 
Commission Yanbu Pro-
ject in Saudi Arabia and 
completely rebuilt Finan-
cial Records of the UNGA 
Flour and Maize Mills 
Kenya division in Kampa-
la (Uganda) for  a three 
years due to loss of rec-
ords and back-up. 

Frank has taught in 
South Africa, Afghani-
stan, and China.  He per-
formed ten years of audit 
training for his audit staff.  
Frank will teach in the 
Accounting program at 
WKU. 

Ashley Gatens 

Ashley Gatens 

Frank Henry Wade 

Frank Henry Wade 



Lorette Miller was a Pro-

ject Manager at Avaya, 
Inc. before joining Kean 
University in 2003.  

Previously, she 
worked at Comdisco, de-
veloping telecommunica-
tions strategies for net-
work moves and disaster 
recovery procedures.  
She worked in the tele-
communications field for 
approximately 12 years 
developing an expertise 
in wide area networking 
where she was instru-
mental in separating 
Avaya Inc. from Lucent 
Technologies network.  

Lorette has experience 
teaching at other colleges 
and universities in the 

USA that dates back to 
1999 where she taught 
various courses in com-
puter science and general 
education.  

She holds a teacher’s 
certification in the USA 
and has worked in the 
mental health field with 
children and young adults 
where she provided them 
with the necessary cop-
ing skills needed to en-
hance their lives.  

Lorette holds a B.S. in 
Telecommunications 
Management from DeVry 
Institute of Technology 
and a M.S. in Educational 
Computing from Iona 
College.  She holds a Cis-
co Certification in Router 

Configuration, Multilayer 
Switched, and Scalable 
Networks.  

She was the President 
of the Parent Teacher 
Association of the school 
district where she lives 
and she still sits on the 
PTA board as the Treasur-
er.  She is married, has 2 
daughters and is very 
excited to be joining the 
Wenzhou-Kean Universi-
ty faculty. 
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Ti Peng received a Bache-

lor of Science in Mathe-
matics from Richard 
Stockton College of New 
Jersey, and earned a 
Master of Science 
through Rutgers, the 
State University of New 
Jersey in Mathematical 
Sciences.   

She holds a standard 
teaching certificate in the 
State of New Jersey with 
endorsement in Mathe-
matics (9-12).  This is her 
sixth year in the teaching 
profession, and she has 
taught math courses at 
both the secondary and 
post-secondary levels.   

Math is definitely a 
passion for Ms. Peng, and 
she eagerly looks forward 
to sharing her love of it 
with her students! 

Ti Peng 

Ti Peng 

Lorette Miller 

Lorette Miller 

Joel Yasskin 

The foundation of Pro-

fessor Yasskin’s educa-
tion is in the Humanities: 
he holds a MA in Writing, 
a BA in History, and TESL 
certification, and has an 
interest in foreign lan-

guages, communications, 
law, education, sustaina-
bility, fine arts, and land-
scape design & architec-
ture.  He minored in busi-
ness, owning his own 
business, and working in 
real estate finance as a 

licensed realtor. 
Mr. Yasskin has previ-

ously taught and tutored 
ESL and writing in Port-
land at Portland State 
University.  He also trav-

cont.’d on p.10 
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 Mohammad M. Mousavi (w. Jamal Ouenniche), published his article  “The Im-

pact of MENA Conflicts (The Arab Spring) on Global Financial Markets,” in:  The 
Journal of Developing Areas, Volume 48, Number 4 (Fall 2014), pp. 21-40; 

 Mohammed M. Mousavi (w. Jamal Ouenniche and Bing Xu), published his ar-
ticle “Performance Evaluation of Bankruptcy Prediction models: An Orientation-
Free Super-Efficiency DEA-based Framework,” in: International Review of Finan-
cial Analysis, Vol. 38 (March 2015); Page 10 

Academic Affairs 
Newsletter 

which relevant elites rec-
ognize something as 
“law” (the so-called rule 
of recognition).  This 
might include more than 
just the code.   

Meanwhile, the so-
called “interpretivist” 
school following Ronald 
Dworkin, has emphasized 
that law is best under-
stood as the interpretive 
act of constructing the 
best version of a body of 
rules in terms of coher-
ence and moral plausibil-
ity.    

Yet another jurispru-
dential variant, one to 
which this WKU student 
translation project proves 
invaluable, is that the 
“law” as Hart viewed it 
acts as the raw material 
(e.g., the code and any 
other materials recog-
nized as legitimate inter-

able in English transla-
tions.  This project is po-
tentially very valuable to 
all sorts of research in a 
variety of social sciences, 
but in particular it has 
immediate application to 
a project in supporting a 
narrative jurisprudential 
theory; that is, the philo-
sophical view that law is 
essentially an act of tell-
ing stories. 

The naïve view of law 
is that it can be identified 
with a society’s rules; for 
example, the Tang Dynas-
ty code.  The philosophy 
of law recognizes the in-
adequacy of this view, 
and thus H.L.A. Hart, an 
Oxford University philos-
opher, and the positivists 
offer the view that law is 
best understood as those 
social acts that meet the 
social convention by 

pretive tools) from which 
the law is constructed 
through an interpretive 
application to a given 
narrative; the “best ver-
sion” the law writer is 
giving is the best version 
in terms of narrative co-
herence and narrative 
plausibility.   

The law is found in the 
story that results from 
that narrative act, and it 
is re-written with every 
case.  Narrative jurispru-
dence contends this is a 
feature of every legal sys-
tem, no matter how 
much they may differ; 
and thus comparing legal 
systems as different as 
those of imperial China 
and contemporary Anglo-
American law can be very 
revealing. 

“The most 

useful piece 

of learning 

for the uses 

of life is to 

unlearn what 

is untrue.” 
 

Antisthenes 

cont.’d from p.5, Student Translation Project 

eled around China re-
searching traditional Chi-
nese gardens, arts, and 
culture.  He did similar 
design research in Japan, 
Taiwan, Korea, and 

Southern Europe.   
Joel is currently 

writing a book on this 
topic and intends to inte-
grate concepts of sustain-

ability and ecological de-
sign into it.  He looks for-
ward to contributing to 
the success of the stu-
dents and the University. 

cont.’d from p.9, Joel Yasskin 

Joel Yasskin 



I have been a dedicated 

fan of jazz music since 
high school even though I 
never tried out or played 
in a high school jazz en-
semble.  Instead, I signed 
up for a Social Studies 
class called “American 
History through Jazz,” 
taught by an instructor 
and part-time jazz drum-
mer.  Over the next 40 
years I collected jazz rec-
ords, then CDs, read 
many books about jazz 
musicians, and attended 
live performances in 
many venues.  

Besides my career as a 
librarian, I have also 
taught part-time in a vari-
ety of context and sub-
ject areas.  When I ar-
rived in Wenzhou, one of 
the first things I did was 
to create an outline of 
how I would teach the 
history of American jazz 
music to a Chinese audi-
ence that would know 
little or nothing about the 
African-American com-
munity or the American 
history of slavery.   

I refined my outline 
and sent an email to the 
Wenzhou Municipal Li-
brary.  I received no re-
sponse for two months, 
then another friend men-
tioned the English pro-
gramming the Wenzhou 
Library has on week-
ends.  I found the correct 
contact for the “English 
Corner” and re-sent my 

proposal.  Persistence 
paid off. 

The English Corner 
librarian liked and em-
braced the idea, and we 
agreed on a pilot for June 
14, 2014.  I prepared a 
PowerPoint presentation 
with embedded videos of 
jazz performances.  On 
the day of the pilot, I had 
an enthusiastic audience 
of 35 music fans.   

Based on that suc-
cess.  I conducted parts 2
-6 of my jazz chronology 
in September through 
January, one each 
month.  I also presented 
parts 1-4 at WKU for stu-
dents.   

I hope to present a 
day-long Wenzhou-Kean 
University “jazz festival” 
where I can present parts 
5-7 at WKU and find a 
live band to perform 
some jazz standards. 

A strong undercurrent 
that permeates the jazz 

world of fans and per-
formers is that all innova-
tion builds on predeces-
sors.  Louis Armstrong 
started as a side-man 
with King Oliver.  Charlie 
Parker got noticed with 
Jay McShann.  John Col-
trane first played as a 
sideman with Thelonious 
Monk.  George Benson 
was given a break by Jack 
McDuff. 

I feel a great deal of 
personal satisfaction that 
the Wenzhou community 
has begun to appreciate 
the history of American 
jazz.   Each time I repay a 
debt of gratitude to my 
high school social studies 
teacher.   

WKU has been very 
supportive of this activity, 
and this is but one span 
of the bridges we can 
construct between Chi-
nese and American cul-
ture for greater respect 
and appreciation. Page 11 
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An attentive crowd of citizens 
from Wenzhou followed Mr. 
Greenberg’s presentation 

Bringing American Culture Alive 
by Charles Greenberg, WKU Chief Librarian 

Wenzhou-Kean University chief librarian, Charles Greenberg, 
fostering town-gown relations with Wenzhou 

The Wenzhou  Library 
Coordinator of English 
Corner Programs, Mrs. 
Chen Ye, thanked Mr. 
Greenberg for his initia-
tive 
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