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On

June 2, WenzhouKean University held its
second
Commencement, once again at the
Grand Theater in downtown Wenzhou. Staff,
faculty, and many visitors from Kean University were present to celebrate the graduating
students’
significant
achievement.
Ms. Pan Lijun, Valedictorian for the Class of 2017, during her
While over 200 stu- speech.
dents and their family
members were able to out of their certificates eral of the IMF) told
be present in the venue, and official conferral of students: “You were
over 170,000 (!) addi- their degrees, speakers born and are growing in
tional spectators chose had a lot of practical a dynamic, interconto view the live- advice and encourage- nected new century.
streamed
celebration ment for the students.
You are destined to face
online.
In his speech, the different
challenges
In a string of speech- keynote speaker, Dr. Lin than your parents, but
es before the handing Jianhai (Secretary Gen- you are also equipped
cont.’d on p.2

WKU receives Major Corporate Donation
On

June 19, WKU and
the
Shanghai-based
DaFa Land Group Co.,
Ltd., held a donation
signing ceremony on
campus. Starting from
this year, DaFa will donate 100 million RMB to

Wenzhou-Kean University’s Education Foundation successively. The
donation is the largest
ever in WKU’s history,
but also in the history of
Kean University.
In 2006, President Xi,

who was Party Secretary of Zhejiang Province at that time remarked when attending
the signing ceremony
on establishing Wenzhou-Kean University,
cont.’d on p.3
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Dr. Farahi (r.) presenting U.S. Consul General Smith with a memento of his last official act in China.
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with better and sharper
tools. A fulfilling, distinctive life is an achievement,
not something that will fall
into your lap because you
are a nice person. Don’t
wait for inspiration or passion to find you. Go out,
find it yourself, and grab it
firmly with both hands.”
The Vice Chair of the
Kean University Board of
Trustees, Dr. Lamont Repollet, reminded students
of what some of these
tools are comprised of:
“As you go forward in your
education and your career,
do not be afraid to be creative, to think outside the
box, to try things a different way. Your imagination
will not let you down.”
Kean University President, Dr. Dawood Farahi,
added: “Don’t underestimate what you have
achieved. Don’t underestimate the mountains you
can climb. Don’t underestimate how far you can

change the world.”
In her response on behalf of the Class of 2017,
Valedictorian Pan Lijun – a
computer science major
who had changed her major from English to that
discipline, and who will
continue her studies at
the University of Toronto
this Fall – recounted some
of the big lessons learned
in four years at WKU:
“The first thing and the
most important that WKU
taught me was to worry

only about the things that
I can control. The second
thing this school gave me
is the problem solving
skills. The third thing that
this school has taught me
is ‘having confidence’.”
All who had an opportunity to meet any students of
this graduating class can
attest
their
selfconfidence and firm vision
of self and their future.
The bilateral dimension
to the WKU experience
became evident in the
speech by Mr. Hanscom
Smith, the outgoing U.S.
Consul General in Shanghai, who reminded the
graduates to “cherish the
unique perspective you
gained here”:
“[M]ost
importantly, remember
the power of what can
happen when people
from opposite sides of the
globe take the time to
listen to one another,
working hard together to
make our world just a
little better than the way
they found it.”

Several student performances entertained the audience
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“What Wenzhou people
need most is not money
– it’s education.”
As an entrepreneur
and the main donator of
the donation, Chairman
of DaFa Group Mr. Ge
Hekai was deeply impressed by President Xi’s
remark. “President Xi’s
words actually struck a
responsive chord in the
hearts of all Wen- L. to r.: Mr. Ge Yiyang, Ge Hekai, Executive Vice Chancellor Philzhounese,” Mr. Ge said. lip Connelly, and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Holger
He also noted that he is Henke
just doing his small part
ticularly
emphasized urban
development.
to help WKU, and the
“every penny will be used Chairman Ge Hekai is a
donation not only reprein the right place”, so as philanthropist. He has
sented his but also Dafa
to repay the support committed himself to
Group’s high expectafrom DaFa Group and the charity for a long time,
tions for WKU. He ensociety. “WKU and DaFa promoting cooperation
couraged students to
will maintain a friendly between DaFa Land with
think big and aim high, be
partnership. As a univer- a variety of philanthropic
confident and positive,
sity, we produce profes- foundations.
and make great contribusionals and enterprises
The 100 million RMB
tions to the society and
need professionals. To donation is used with
our country. “It’s my
us, the reward is to pre- priority for the construcpleasure that WKU repare students for the fu- tion of the “Wenzhouceives my team’s donature, enabling them not Kean University Architection. My dream is to suponly to contribute to the ture and Design Building”
port education developenterprises they work and the building will be
ment, and that has just
for, but also to the socie- named “Ge Hekai Buildcome true,” Ge said.
ty. This is our determina- ing.”
WKU Chairman of
tion and conviction,” Mr.
The donation ceremoBoard of Directors Mr.
Wang remarked.
ny was chaired by WKU
Wang Beijiao expressed
WKU Executive Vice Vice Chancellor Dr. Zheng
his sincere appreciation
Chancellor Mr. Philip Xiaodong. The CEO of
for the generosity of
Connelly
introduced Dafa Land Group, Mr. Ge
DaFa
Land
Group.
WKU’s
graduates Yiyang, WKU leadership
“Today will be recorded
achievements and their and officials from Weninto the history of WKU.
future destinations to the zhou Municipal Finance
Your generosity has
representatives
from Department also attendgreatly inspired us and
DaFa Land Group.
ed this event.
boosted our confidence.
Shanghai DaFa Land
WKU’s
development
Group is an enterprise
needs support from peowith first-grade qualificaple of all walks of life,”
tion of comprehensive
Mr. Wang said. He par-

WKU Chairman of Board of Directors, Mr. Wang Beijiao (r.), presenting an award certificate to
DaFa Land Group Chairman Ge
Hekai during the ceremony
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Biology Professor conducts Research with
Students on Antibiotic Resistance
In

Students Min Zheng (l.) and
Zhang Ruijia

Dr. Aloysius Wong
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his lab at WenzhouKean University, Dr. Aloysius Wong, Assistant
Professor of Biology, recently concluded and
published a study on negative side-effects of probiotic bacteria that are
widely used in a variety
of “health foods.” Benefiting from an institutional Students partnering
with Faculty (SpF) research grant, Dr. Wong
and two of his students,
Min Zheng and Ruijia
Zhang, embarked on a
project to explore some
of the undesirable sideeffects that may occur.
Probiotic bacteria are
known to harbor mobile
genes that confer resistance to a wide variety
of antibiotics. Their high
amounts in dietary supplements can establish a
reservoir of antibiotic
resistant genes in the
human gut. These resistant genes can be
transferred to pathogens
that share the same intestinal habitat, thus resulting in serious clinical
ramifications.
While antibiotic resistance of probiotic bacteria from food, human
and animal sources have
been well-documented,
the resistant profiles of
probiotics from dietary

supplements have only
been recently studied.
Dr. Wong recognized
the challenge, studied
the issue in the lab, and
published the results in
Frontiers in Microbiology,
with Zhang and Zheng –
both majoring in Accounting, but students
with great passion and
interest for Biology – as
lead authors (see http://
journal.frontiersin.org/
article/10.3389/
fmicb.2017.00908/full).

A schematic presentation of
the student team’s research
focus

Their work focused on
these products that are
consumed with increasing regularity due to their
health claims. These include claims that they
improve intestinal health

and immune response as
well as prevent acute and
antibiotic-associated diarrhea and cancer. But, a
comprehensive risk assessment on the spread
of resistant genes to human health is lacking.
The research team highlights recent reports of
antibiotic resistance of
probiotic bacteria isolated from dietary supplements, and proposes
complementary strategies that can shed light
on the risks of consuming
such products for a globally widespread antibiotic
resistance. Thus, together with a broader screening of antibiotic resistance in probiotic supplements is the use of
computational
simulations, live imaging and
functional genomics to
gain knowledge on the
evolutionary
behavior,
adaptations and dynamics of probiotics studied
in conditions that best
represent the human gut
including in the presence
of antibiotics. The underlying goal their research
is to enable the health
benefits of probiotics to
be exploited in a responsible manner and with
minimal risk to human
health.
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Vice Minister Tian lauds WKU as Pioneer
During

a recent visit to
Beijing,
Dr.
Dawood
Farahi, President of Kean
University (KU), and Mr.
Wang Beijiao, Chairman
of Wenzhou-Kean University（WKU）Board
of
Directors met with the
Vice Minister of the Ministry of Education (MOE),
Mr. TIAN Xuejin.
Mr. Fang Jun, Deputy
Director-General of Department of International
Cooperation and Exchanges, Mr. Chen Dali, Director
of Division of American
and Oceanian Affairs, and
Mr. Yan Bingcheng, Director of Division of Crossborder Education were
present. The meeting was
also attended by Mr. John
Kean, Trustee of the KU
Board of Trustees and
member of the WKU
Board of Directors, Mr.
Philip Connelly, Executive

Vice Minister Tian (center) giving his remarks during the meeting

Vice Chancellor of WKU,
Mr. Andrew Brannen,
Vice President of KU, Ms.
Felice Vazquez, Special
Counsel & Vice President
of KU, and Mr. Alan Xu,
Special Assistant to President KU.
Dr. Farahi first shared
his view on global education. He believed in this
era of deepening globalization and rapid techno-

logical progress, the way
people access information
has significantly changed,
and that requires us to
push education development forward, enhance
cooperation between China and the U.S. in higher
education, and to build
the bridge of China-U.S.
cultural exchange, so as
to enable more information channels.
Dr. Farahi said that he
hopes the MOE could
continue to support WKU
in communicating with
provincial and municipal
governments, providing
more opportunities for
key research projects and
funds, offering scholarship for international students and offering more
guidance for WKU’s development.
Mr. TIAN welcomed
Dr. Farahi and his delegaDr. Farahi (r.), President of Kean University, and Mr. Wang Beijiao,
tion on behalf of MOE.
Chairman of the WKU Board of Directors, during their meeting
with Vice Minister of Education, Tian Xuejin

cont.’d on p.6

“WenzhouKean University is a pioneer in ChinaUS education
cooperation.”
— TIAN Xuejin
Vice Minister of Education
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SPSS Workshop by Business Faculty
At the end of the last academic year, Dr. Somkiat Mansumitrchai (in the center of the
picture) conducted a one-day
SPSS workshop to a group of
25 business students. The objective was to train the students how to use SPSS program for their future tasks such
as research, marketing analysis, and business analysis.

cont’d. from p.5, WKU Pioneer
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He noted that China and
U.S., as the largest developing country and the
largest developed country respectively, need to
further cooperate in education, which will exert
an important role in promoting bilateral relations
and world development.
“Wenzhou-Kean University is a pioneer in China-US education cooperation,” he said. Mr. TIAN
reviewed the whole process of the university’s
agreement signing and
development in retrospect, and said that the
Party Central Committee
and leadership of all administrative levels are
highly supportive and
cared about the development of the University.
In 2015, President XI
Jinping mentioned Wenzhou-Kean University in
particular during the Chi-

na-U.S. Governors Forum.
Now, WenzhouKean University has begun to harvest its
achievements with a 99%
employment rate among
the first graduate cohort.
This year, many of the
second graduate cohort
choose to further their
study in top universities
all around the world.
Speaking of the university’s achievements, Mr.
TIAN spoke highly of the
education quality of
Wenzhou-Kean University. Mr. TIAN said ChinaU.S. education cooperation enables excellent
education resources sharing to cultivate talents
with global visions. It is
reciprocal to both sides.
Mr. TIAN also extended his expectations on
Wenzhou-Kean University’s future development.
He hopes that Wenzhou-

Kean University continues to play the important
role of bridging the two
countries’ communication in areas of education, talent cultivation
and youth connection; to
integrate excellent education resources of new,
highly-demanded
and
weak disciplines; to serve
social and economic development on a practical
basis and grow into an
“experimental field” to
explore successful models for Sino-foreign education cooperation; to
strengthen quality management and improve
education quality assurance system.
Mr. TIAN also conveyed the sincere wishes
of Dr. Farahi’s “old
friend” — the former
Vice Minister of China’s
Ministry of Education,
Mr. ZHANG Xinsheng.
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Computer Science student wins
Microsoft Award
Towards

the end of the
last academic year, the
Wenzhou-Kean University (WKU) WeeTAP group
from the Computer Science major won the first
prize in 2017 Microsoft
ImagineCup Competition
in Shanghai. The prize is
accompanied by an 8,000
RMB reward.
A total of 27 teams
entered the final, and our
team was one of the top
three after two rounds of
competition during the
China Final. The team
has been mentored by
Dr. Pinata Winoto, Assistant Professor of Computer Sciences, and consists of a WKU senior student, Christine Piao Chen
and two students from
Northwestern University
and Cornell University
respectively.
Christine
represented the team to
demonstrate their project in the final. The student team developed a
highly customizable spatial memory training application (MeTAP) for
senior citizens (especially
those with mild cognitive
impairment and dementia).
Through cloudbased behavioral modeling, it can enable personalized spaced repetition
memory learning. The
application received very

Dr. Winoto (l.) and Christine Piao Chen presenting their prize

positive feedback from
the Microsoft experts
who encouraged the
team to pursue researchoriented ACM competition as well. Christine
will join the University of
Pennsylvania to pursue
higher degree in the coming Fall.
This year, WKU sent
four teams to participate
in the ImagineCup (three
were supervised by Dr.
Winoto; one was supervised by Dr. Tiffany Tang).
Last year, we also participated in the Microsoft
ImagineCup 2016, and
one team supervised by
Dr. Winoto received the
Third Prize.
We, especially, the
WeeTAP team, greatly
acknowledge Sven Xiaoyang Qiu and Calvin Hang

Xie's help and support
during the two-day final
when the two other
WeeTAPers could not go
to Shanghai during the
final-exam weeks at their
respective universities.
The Microsoft Imagine
Cup is the world’s premier student technology
competition. Since the
first ImagineCup in 2003,
1.65 million students
from more than 190
countries and regions
participated in the competition. Until 2015,
more than 100,000 Chinese students participated in the ImagineCup
which has been dubbed
as the “Programming
Cup” in China and has
had a huge influence on
Chinese IT and Internet
industries.

“He who
asks is a fool
for five
minutes, but
he who does
not ask
remains a
fool
forever.”
Chinese proverb
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Students in Acting Class Perform their Work
On

Prof. Kent Wills
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June 29, students of
acting class 1100 took
their final performances
to the university’s main
auditorium. The show
was well attended by fellow students, several faculty, administration, and
staff members.
The first acting class
ever in Wenzhou-Kean
University’s history began
in December of 2015 and
was taught by Professor
Kent Wills, a former actor
and current professor in
the English department.
There has been an enthusiastic response from students ever since the
course was offered.

The class teaches various methods of acting
including method acting,
classical acting and improvisational skills. The
course also includes body
awareness exercises, relaxation techniques and
body language activities.
The course intends not
only to give students an
appreciation of acting,
but offers skills students
can use throughout their
lifetime and in a variety
of careers where presentation skills play an im-

Prof. Wills (front row, 2nd from right) and students in his performance class

portant role.
During the performances students from
two separate classes performed both original
plays as well as movie
scenes, Chinese plays
translated to English and
parodies of classic folk
tales.
The
performances
were well attended and
gave students a chance
to perform in front of a

live audience. Professor
Wills keeps adding new
ideas to the course and
looks forward to future
classes and performances
by the students.

Students during their performance
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Welcoming the Class of 2021
On

August 13, almost
570 students gathered at
in the No. 1 Dining Hall of
the Training Building at
WKU to be welcomed by
the leadership of WKU.
Students
received
breakfast and warm
words of welcome, encouragement, and good
advice from academic
and administrative lead-

ers, all gathered there to
welcome them.
The day was designed
to be transformative,
combining ice-breaking
activities, get to know
each other games, and
information for the intensive summer program.
The day culminated in a
Chinese-American BBQ,
with music and entertain-

ment, on the lawn behind
the General Education
Hall.
As can be seen in the
pictures below, the students were clearly excited, pleased about the
good food, and able to
end their very first – always somewhat stressful
– day at college on a high
note.
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Looking at the U.S. Education System via a
Comparative Lens
During

Dr. Jia Wang

the summer semester, the final presentation for the academic
year in WKU’s Global Lectures Series was given by
Dr. Jia Wang. Dr. Wang is
a Senior Research Scientist and Project Director
at UCLA’s National Center
for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing.
In her work, she focuses on applied educational
measurement including
designing and managing
research studies to evaluate the effectiveness of

multi-site
intervention
programs; investigating
how school, teacher, and
student factors affect
student
achievement;
and developing, validating, and evaluating
assessment systems.
In her presentation,
Dr. Wang focused on
differences between the
U.S. and Chinese system
of higher education.
After describing the basic
K-12 education model,
she discussed some current education reforms,
such as school choice,
teacher training, and col-

lege and career-ready
standards.
In addition, Dr. Wang
presented
information
about postsecondary education, addressing topics such as admission,
school rankings, popularity of majors, the role of
intrapersonal and interpersonal competencies,
tuition, and the student
loans crisis that many
graduates face.
The
lecture
was
attended by staff and
students, as well as several faculty members.

Faculty Update
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Lerner, Peter, “The Fellowship of LIBOR: Use of the Wigner-Ville Function
for Analysis of LIBOR Bank Fraud,” presentation at Maritime University in
Shanghai (June 6, 2017).
Zheng, M.*; Zhang, R.*; Tian, X.; Zhou, X.; Pan, X.; & Wong, A., (2017).
“Assessing the risk of probiotic dietary supplements in the context of antibiotic resistance,” in: Frontiers in Microbiology, 8: 908 (* designates WKU students) - (see also article on p. 4).
Wheeler, J.; Wong, A.; Marondedze, C.; Arnoud, G.; Kwezi, L.; Freihat, L.;
Jignesh, V.; Misjudeen, R.; Irving, H.; and Gehring, C., (2017), “The brassinosteroid receptor BRI1 can generate cGMP enabling cGMP-dependent downstream signaling,” in: Plant J. doi: 10.1111/tpj.13589
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Impressions from Recruitment Season

In the months of June and July numerous staff members from
Admissions and several other offices, as well as several members
of the administration were actively recruiting and advertising for
Wenzhou-Kean University.
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Wenzhou-Kean University is a Chinese-American jointly established higher education institution with independent legal person status and limited liabilities. The 500-acre campus is located in Wenzhou, in the
Zhejiang Province of the People's Republic of China. It went into full operation in 2014.
Wenzhou-KWenzhou-Kean

88 Daxue Rd., Ouhai,
Wenzhou
Zhejiang Province
China 325060
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