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CHEN BODONG:
WITH OFFERS FROM 6 PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITIES AND 2 IVY
LEAGUE UNIVERSITIES.
Major: English
Prospects after Graduation: the University of Pennsylvania (U.S.A.)
Chen Bodong, who is twenty-two years’ old, is a graduating senior student of the Wenzhou-Kean University English department;
he recently received graduate school offers from the University of Pennsylvania, Columbia University, New York University,
Rutgers University, State University of New York at Buffalo and Kean University. Faced with offers from so many universities, he
finally decided to further his postgraduate study in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) at the University
of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education. According to News Ranking, the University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of
Education is ranked the second in the US., only behind the Harvard University Graduate School of Education.
A REGULAR RECEIVER OF SCHOLARSHIPS, AND AN

Wenzhou-Kean University. Charles also suggests that this type

ACTIVE PARTICIPATOR IN RESEARCH

of student is the kind that elite universities favor regarding their

Chen has maintained a high GPA of 3.96, has participated in

graduate candidates.

interdisciplinary research projects with professors, has served

"Daily classroom learning is a spontaneous act, meanwhile

as the student assistant of the Chinese Curricula Center in the

putting what you learn into practice is an in-depth harvest,"

past two years, and has received the dean scholarship and

Chen said. In the past four years, he cherished every

the Zhejiang provincial scholarship several times. In sum, Chen

opportunity to participate in projects and conduct research

did not stand idling as is reflected from the six received offers

with professors.

from prestigious universities. “I am excited, but not surprised,”
Chen said to our reporters.

AS A PRAGMATIC STUDENT, HE CHOSE UPENN FOR

From the first research project about medical libraries and

SPECIFIC REASONS

public health in his freshman year, to the project “Teacher

"Holistic admission process" is the general idea of the

Written Feedback Strategies and Their Effectiveness on

selection of candidates for graduate schools in the United

Improvement of ELL Writing” conducted over 2 years, to the

States. Students are required to show their strengths and

project “Confucianism, Taoism and Biodiversity” … in less

capacities not only in academic learning and research, but also

than four years, Chen has participated in five different research

in internships and volunteer activities.

projects.

It is the scholastic endeavors and bilateral balance of academic

"Chen is not only an excellent undergraduate, but also an

and extracurricular life that has become the basis for Chen

exceptional student researcher who is truly devoted into the

Bodong to be admitted by those prestigious universities.

research process," said Charles Greenberg, the Librarian of

Among the six universities who issued offers to Chen, the

assistant, he translated a large number of documents for
the school. During holidays, he worked as an intern teacher
in his hometown, Taizhou, teaching English to students. In
addition, he was also a volunteer in the International Fashion
Exhibition (in Wenzhou), and responsible for translating artists’
creative ideas and experiences. “Only through continuous
learning and practicing will I make progress. In order to achieve
professionalism, one needs to be highly focused,” said Chen.
When referring to his achievements, Chen Bodong expressed
his opinions bluntly: " Those who are more learned are my
teachers; Those who are more righteous are my models. I
University of Pennsylvania and Columbia University are members

met some of the best professors in my life at Wenzhou-Kean

of the eight ivy league universities in the United States.

University. Furthermore, the international vision, independence,

Why did he choose to study at the University of Pennsylvania?

and the pioneering spirit are the legacies of this university, which

“The University of Pennsylvania pays much attention to the

inspires me to forge ahead.

practicality of theoretical knowledge, and this is what I value

Chen admitted that his tenacity is just a reflection of the

the most,” said Chen Bodong. He told our reporters that in

phenomenon consisting of diligent staff members, professors

the TESOL program he will study, UPenn will provide a lot

and administrators on campus. Indeed, the members of this

of practice and classroom teaching opportunities, which is

community show me excellent professional ethics," He recalls,

beneficial to his future career plan and development.

" Professor Vinita has a very busy schedule and usually holds
discussions with students at noon without having lunch.

INITIAL MOTIVES NOT CHANGING, STAYING FOCUSED

Professor Davide often works into midnight, without having a

TO ACHIEVE PROFESSIONALISM

break during holidays. Teachers are not recognized by their

"I decided on my career in the field of language education

titles, but respected by their deeds. For example, our Academic

before I came to Wenzhou-Kean University. Since then, I have

Vice President, Dr.Yang Yixin, is dedicated to the development

never changed this inspiration." Chen Bodong has a clear

of WKU, and accordingly, his office lights shine even during the

understanding of his future path.

midnight. Such scenes are too numerous to count. Their lights

"Now I have the opportunity to go study abroad, and this is the

alert me of the long road ahead. Only by being righteous and

moment to see the gap between myself and others, thus I need

modest can I guarantee the continuous progress made towards

to improve myself constantly.” In Chen's opinion, becoming

my academic study and professional career.

a teacher requires the characteristics of life-long learning and
critical self-improvement.
During the four years in college, Chen placed emphasis on
the improvement of oral English communication. As a student

MAO YUANQI: FIND YOUR WAY AND KEEP MOVING
Major：Computer Science
Prospects after Graduation：the University of Chicago (U.S.A.)
Mao Yuanqi still remember what his high school teacher
said, “You will not be stressful any more when you enter
the college.”
When he came to WKU, he was confused at times, but
later he found his goal and followed it to the University
of Chicago. The past four years of WKU has witnessed his
complete change.

After knowing how to manage his fragment time, he
considerably improved his efficiency.
In this way, his GPA skyrockets from 3.3 to more than 3.9
each semester since second semester of sophomore.
Also he was awarded with various scholarships, such as
WKU Academic Scholarship Class III for AY 2016-2017,
WKU Academic Scholarship Class II for AY 2017-2018 and
Research & Innovation Scholarship, and Honorable Mention

FROM ANXIETY TO PROFICIENCY

(top 30%) in the Mathematical Contest in Modeling.

In 2015, Mao Yuanqi was a shy freshman, knowing little
about campus life and having no idea about how to

FROM WKU STUDENT RESEARCH DAY TO

manage his time. The American teaching methodologies

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE

and English immersion of WKU gave him a great challenge.

At school, Mao is a student ambassador actively

At that time reading and writing were both the big problems

participating in the school activities, and certified as

for him due to his limited vocabulary.

excellent tutor from WKU Student Academic Support

However, he soon found the right track. When it comes

Service Center.

to his way of learning, Mao gave his answer, and that is

He actively participated in scientific research and academic

“repeat”, which is to say reviewing what have learned over

exchanges. His research result has not only been displayed

and over again. “I still remember I only got 70 for my first

on the exhibition platform of WKU Student Research Day,

exam of one class, and if I do not get improved, I will get a

but also in the IBSS conference held at Waseda University

C in this course. I decided not to let it go like this way, so

where he conducted the presentation of the research

I tried to ask the teacher, read my textbook over and over

results in English and published on Integrative Business

again and finally I got an A. I was happy about it, because it

and Economics Research(RIBER) with Professor Chen

was a kind of affirmation for my ability." He said.

Rongjuan in the summer vacation of 2018. Referring to this

At the same time, Mao tried to manage his own time.

experience, he said, “It is only when you go out that you

He recorded the troubles caused by mismanaging his

become more aware of your strengths and weaknesses,

time, and used them as a reminder. Also, he followed the

and meeting with professors and doctorates from all over

principle of deadline first, and never overdue his homework.

the world gives me a rare opportunity to practice and learn.

They are really kind and patient and give me a lot of advice

Nasser, a former Professor from College of Science

on my research.”

and Technology, who wrote a letter of recommendation

It is also in this summer that he won Meritorious Scholarship

for him even though he has left WKU; and Professor

from the University of Chicago, which laid the groundwork

Chen Rongjuan from College of Business and Public

for him to get an offer from the University of Chicago.

Management, an enlightened mentor on his way to

In his spare time, he likes sports and he always goes to

analytical learning.

the gym with his classmates, or plays badminton and

Referring to the four-year harvest of the university,

basketball to relax himself.

Mao said, “Many students don't understand why
senior students advise them to study calculus and

FOUR YEARS’ ACHIEVEMENT IN WKU

linear algebra which they think are just formulas and

In April of this year, Mao received four Admission

calculations. But when you learn above the middle level,

Notifications, including the Master of Public Policy

you will find that a lot of knowledge can be used to

Analysis from University of Chicago and $10,000

solve a variety of problems.”

Scholarship, Master of Business Analysis from Purdue

Second, it is the idea of programming that is also

University and $6,000 Scholarship, Master of Business

important. In every programming lesson he has learned,

Analytics from Carnegie Mellon University and A$27,000

one thing that revolves around is to stay thirsty. “You can

Scholarship and Master of Business Analytics from

see the advantages and disadvantages of an algorithm,

Wake Forest University.

which inspires you to innovate, and you'll wonder when

This is an affirmation for his school career. Mao said

you're going to use it and what you're going to do with it

he was especially grateful to Professor Madasser

to make it more efficient. To sum up, what matters more
than technology is your desire for optimization.”
Now, he is preparing for his master degree in the
University of Chicago. “Always be optimistic. When you
make a decision, don't regret it and try your best with
resources in hand.” He said.

ZHANG YICHI: DO EVERYTHING WELL, THEN YOU
GET LUCK BY YOUR SIDE.
Major: Accounting Prospects after Graduation: Duke University (U.S.A.)
Looking at Zhang Yichi's resume of her four-year college life,
you will find that your eyes are full of various scholarships:
2015-2016 the First Class Scholarship of Wenzhou-Kean
University (WKU) Academic Award, 2016 Zhejiang Provincial
Government Scholarship, 2017 Zhejiang Provincial Government
Scholarship, etc.
What’s more, the three high-quality offers she got are also
the best rewards for her four-year performance in WKU. One
is Duke University's Master of Quantitative Management:
Business Analysis program, another is Washington University's
Master of Business Analysis program and then is Wake Forest
University's Master of Business Analysis program, including a
total of $2,500 scholarships.

been able to present her research results in English already,
and communicate freely with the participants from all over
the world without any difficulty. Additionally, because of her
excellent presentation, Zhang's research results even caused
a hot discussion on the spot, and in the end, these results had
also been published in the Review of Integrative Business and
Economics Research (RIBER).
In addition, Zhang participated in the 2015 GatheMing Model
United Nations Conference Delegate when she just entered
WKU and even made outstanding contributions to it. In
September 2018, her research was also included into the
National Innovation and Entrepreneurship Training Program.
SURVIVE IN HANGZHOU AND SUPPORT EDUCATION IN

NEVER SAY NO IN ENGLISH STUDY

THAILAND

Zhang Yichi also encountered obstacles at the beginning of her

Although Zhang has outstanding academic performance, she

WKU life. First of all, she found it a little bit difficult to adapt to

is not a "nerd" at all. In WKU, she not only served as a student

WKU's all-English teaching mode, and her spoken English was

ambassador, but also actively participated in various affairs.

a little behind. However, she did not fear, and instead, she took

She was very popular among her classmates and took part in

a different approach. She chose one of the most serious English

various extracurricular activities.

teachers in her freshman year to force herself to strengthen her

During the first summer vacation, Zhang Yichi went to Thailand

English. To do this, she had to spend 6-8 hours each time to

to support the local education, and her job was to teach local

write the first draft of one essay. It was the spirit of "never say

children English, and help these children broaden their horizons

no" that helped Zhang rapidly improve her English.

of the world. In the first winter vacation, she joined in the survival

In the summer of 2018, Zhang Yichi attended the IBSS

experience activity organized by WKU, during which she was

Academic Conference held in Waseda University in Japan,

required to live in Hangzhou for 5 days with only 15 yuan, and

together with Professor Chen Rongjuan. At that time, she had

the final balance from this activity would be donated to the

When she got the offer from Duke University, her high school
teacher posted a passage in the WeChat Moment - she was so
proud of her student and could not believe this. You know that,
Duke's Business School ranks among the top schools in the
United States.
“Never give up or change your mind once you have made a
decision.” Zhang Yichi summed her learning experience at WKU
up with this sentence. After entering WKU, Zhang set herself
a goal of being international, and to do this, besides the main
goal of studying, she would also set up different small goals
every semester for herself. In the freshman year, there were
YOU MAKE MY DAY charity event. "At that time, I needed to

not so many professional lessons, so she put her focus on

make money for food and living expense. I had to work from 6

extracurricular activities; in the second and third year, she mainly

a.m. to 8 p.m. On the first day, I made a small mistake. Due to

focused on improving her internship and academic background,

my unfamiliarity with the business, I did the wrong accounting

including getting the indicators like the TOEFL and GRE

and half of my salary was taken away. This is a very precious

examinations, and preparing for postgraduate entrance exam.

experience for me.” Zhang Yichi said when recalling her

"I know what I should do every semester. I just follow my

memory.

framework, so things will become organized. If we can finish

There was also a teamwork experience in WKU that made

everything step by step, we can finally do it; if every step is done

Zhang Yichi unforgettable. Once a professor asked Zhang and

well, luck will stand by your side.” Zhang Yichi said.

her classmates to design a marketing plan for a product, and

Zhang Yichi aims at business analysis for her future study. She

her interest of it led her try it without any hesitation. Fortunately,

wants to apply her knowledge on customers’ needs and give

the facts showed that this attempt was worthwhile. Every

them more professional advice in the future.

classmate gave their good ideas in the brainstorm, and none of
them missed the deadline. Finally, among all the groups, their
plan became the only one getting full marks.
REASONABLE PLANNING ALLOWS YOU A QUALITATIVE
LEAP IN THE UNIVERSITY
Looking back at the four years of WKU life, Zhang Yichi bluntly
said that she liked the quiet learning atmosphere in WKU.
"School life is a period during which you can get a qualitative
leap. If you can seize this opportunity, you will gain more than
your peers." Zhang Yichi herself was just a typical example.

CHEN LVMING: OPENING THE DOOR TO THE
LARGEST DESIGN SCHOOL IN AMERICA
Undergraduate Major: Graphic Design
Prospects after Graduation: Parsons School of Design (U.S.A.)

Parsons School of Design is the largest art and design
school across America, and it is among the top four
schools of design in the world, together with Italian
Istituto Marangoni -- the best educational institution
in fashion, England Central Saint Martins College of
Art and Design, and Paris’ ESMOD. However, such a
renowned higher institution only enrolls 50 students
each year in China, and Chen Lvming is just among
those “lucky dogs”.

the Public Relations Department of WKU Student Government.
In addition, he participated in the preparation and promotion
of the First and Second ThinkCre8tively Conference of Michael
Graves College of Wenzhou-Kean University. He also designed
posters for the Student Research Day and worked for the
design team of APEC Research Project Development Program
2016. Meanwhile, he volunteered in the village landscaping in
Zishang Village of Rui’an City.
Wandering around the WKU campus, you could see the 3D
waterfall painting on the road, completed by Chen Lvming and
his classmates, and it has become one of the must-visit places

DRAWING A 3D WATERFALL PAINTING ON THE ROAD -

where everyone wants to take a picture. Mentioning this work,

A MUST-VISIT PLACE IN WKU

Chen said, “It’s our first try of a 3D painting. This large painting

Parsons School of Design, Pratt Institute, California Institute

was completed through group coordination, and it polished my

of the Arts, Cranbrook Academy of Art, North Carolina

ability in organizing and group cooperation.”

State University ... When flipping through offers Chen gets,
you might probably be shocked and wonder what on earth

OPTING FOR PARSONS AMONG VARIOUS OPTIONS

makes this senior boy so appealing to those renowned

Unlike students of other majors, students of art and design need

universities in the area of design.

to submit their work collection when applying for a postgraduate

However, those who are familiar with Chen are not surprised

university. Chen’s work collection is of great creativity in that he

at all. Chen once joined the development team of GIS -

not only designs a public laundry in a strong industrial style but

Campus Navigation app, and served as the director of the

also creatively devises a portable noise-reduction pillow. The

promotional video; he was a member of the design team

originality of these works is a complete reflection of his basic

for WKU commencement ceremony of Class 2015; he also

skills, and, moreover, a bonus for his university application.

served as the designer and executive of the Media Center in

When asked why he chose Parsons School of Design among

so many offers, he said, “Frankly, Parsons’ ideology and

BENEFITING FROM THE EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE AT

academic atmosphere are of the avant-garde, being

KEAN UNIVERSITY

open, inclusive and diverse, and Parsons has always

Chen Lvming has benefited a lot from the diverse culture and

been at the cutting edge of the industry. Therefore,

abundant design programs at WKU. “Many programs of WKU

it’s really appealing to me.” Besides, in his view, after

are assigned to and completed by students. I also served

being admitted into Parsons, he could obtain more

as the student assistant of the Design Department for two

opportunities. As a top-notch higher institution of design,

years. These valuable experiences are helpful in enhancing my

each year, Parsons would supply major fashion groups

ability of design,” Chen summarized. He has not only gained

with talents, all of whom would take key positions in

experiences from the design programs, which put emphasis

these groups. Chen Lvming could not only get many

on the combination of theory and practice, but also made a lot

chances of internship and study, but also receive the

of like-minded friends at home and abroad through a variety of

tutelage of experienced professors from the academic

activities and exchange programs of WKU.

and design circles. Even classmates studying together

Chen also admitted that the exchange experience at

every day and guests visiting the school might be barons

Kean University in his junior year contributed greatly to his

in the field of design, and could be potential contacts in

achievements today. “I’ve got a comprehensive understanding

the future.

by relating what I’ve learned in Kean University to my previous
knowledge acquired in WKU. In this way, my horizon was
expanded as well. Also, many courses at Kean University
complemented those in WKU. In Kean University, I chose
the program of Industrial Design which was not launched in
WKU. My study there was further supported by adequate
facilities like the 3D printer, the laser cutting machine and
computer classrooms. This program was more about industrial
basics related to furniture design, which was demanding on
manipulative skills, and it offered specialized courses and
workshops on manual modeling.”
It is the exchange experience at Kean University that makes up
Chen’s mind to major in Industrial Design for future postgraduate
study. Let’s wish him a brighter future.

CHEN FENGJIAO: THE CHARM OF BLAZING
YOUTH - ONGOING CHALLENGES.
Undergraduate Major: Finance
Prospects after Graduation: Australian National University
Chen Fengjiao, a girl of indomitable spirit, is always
willing to make contributions and try new things.
Before she came to WKU, Chen, who was born and
brought up in Hubei, had never been to Wenzhou, but
now she has become deeply attached to this city where
she chased her dream, made good friends, fell in love
with finance, and moved further towards the world.

impressed Chen most was the community service day.
“We each carried 15 kilos of supplies to the slums in
Bangkok, only to be shocked by what we saw there”,
said Chen, “gutters, sheds, water that smells, and
unwashed people with ants crawling on them.” That
scene is still etched in her memory, which has evoked in
her a desire to give back to society by doing whatever
she can – and so she did.

IN BANGKOK: DISCUSSING ON HUMANITARIAN
ISSUES WITH INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

AT WKU: BRINGING VARIOUS ACTIVITIES ONTO

The 8th University Scholars Leadership Symposium

You may not know Chen well, but you can actually relate

(USLS), sponsored by Humanitarian Affairs Asia which

a lot of your experiences to her as she once served as

is affiliated with the United Nations Global Compact and

the Deputy Secretary of the Communist Youth League

World Association of Non-Governmental Organization, was

Committee (CYL) of WKU.

held at the United Nation Conference Center in Bangkok,

“Credibility Umbrella”, as you may find in the public area,

Thailand from August 2-6, 2017. The theme of the USLS is

is brought by a project Chen launched in her freshman

“BUILDING LIFE, GIVING HOPE”. Over 900 delegates from

year to help those in need of one when it rains. Another

78 countries and regions across the world attended the

event she has been responsible for is the community

event where more than 100 colleges and universities were

service activity, aiming to encourage students to reach

represented, among which was Wenzhou-Kean University,

out and volunteer in rural areas during the summer

the first Chinese-American jointly established higher

holiday. In addition, Chen has organized various events

education institution in Zhejiang Province. Chen, as one of

such as speech contests and tennis matches, both at

the 13 WKU delegates, went to Bangkok and discussed

the municipal level, which you may have participated in

on the arising humanitarian issues with other delegates

if you are a fan of public speaking or sports. Moreover,

from around the world.

the fantastic Wenzhou Lawn Carnival, which has

Apart from group discussions and speeches, what

attracted a lot of young music lovers, could not be

CAMPUS TO BENEFIT STUDENTS

achieved without Chen’s efforts.
With such active participation in social practices, Chen
was awarded the honors of Excellent Youth League
Member of Wenzhou, Outstanding Youth to the
Countryside, and Public Service Scholarship at WKU,
among others.
Meanwhile, the abundant experience in event planning
enabled her to stand out from the fierce competition and
was elected the 7th Executive Chairman of Wenzhou
Students Federation (WSF). It was the first time that
a WKUer had occupied such an important position at
WSF. Despite the busy school schedule, not only did
Chen participate in the work at Wenzhou Youth Talents
College, drafting documents and organizing training

studying finance can be fun!” Chen still remembers

activities, but she assisted in operating the official

the course she has taken with Professor Lin, and it

WeChat account of Wenzhou Students Federation.

was almost a nightmare when she just started to take

Her impressive work was well received by the CYL city

the course struggling to keep up with the demands of

council members.

the coursework. Yet, she didn’t give up. After class,
she would ask the professor to help figure out all the

FINANCE MAJOR: GAINING ENJOYMENT FROM

questions she had. Once absorbed and digested, this

FINANCE

course turned to be a total enjoyment for Chen, who is

Despite her busy schedule, Chen is always striving

now often asked to share with juniors studying tips such

to balance study, internships, and other activities.

as how to perform well in group work or presentation in

Being known as a courageous girl, she has her own

class.

philosophy of life, that is, students on a four-year

WKU is definitely a place where you can acquire a lot

university course are supposed to try various things in

by studying there, according to Chen. It is in this very

the process because only in-person experiences could

school that she has met her mentors and friends, gained

lead one to a preferable path.

knowledge and confidence, and sought out a clearer

Chen was never hesitant when she changed her major

path to the future. “Several of us finance majors have

from accounting to finance in her first year of university.

formed a study group where we would often encourage

“Every time I set out to do something, I would always

each other, study together, and then compare our GPAs

feel frustrated at the very beginning,” said Chen as

at the end of the term.” Chen said, “I really appreciate

she laughed, “but I would never cower, and that’s

what I have experienced and achieved at WKU.”

why I made it at last. Challenging as it may seem,

XU YIGE: LIVE THE LIFE THE WAY YOU LIKE
Major: Finance

At the moment she begins to smile, you will understand why this girl can be elected as the student ambassador
with the best counseling ability and affinity as well as one of the excellent kiwi members - who doesn't like an
independent, confident and passionate girl like her? Four years is not a long time, but it is enough to realize the
transformation a girl ever dreamed of. During the interview, you can see light and joy in Xu Yige's eyes. When
recalling the four years of university life, she said that not a single day had been wasted.
“IMPROVE EFFICIENCY AND CONCENTRATION, AND

It is also important to know how to communicate with the

DON’T REWORK”

teachers, and do not isolate yourself from others. Almost all

2015-2016, third prize of Wenzhou-Kean University (WKU)

the professors remember her, even if she has never been to a

Academic Award and Leadership & Public Service Award;

Spanish language course, she can also make friends with the

2016-2017, 2017-2018, two second prizes of WKU Academic

professor. In Xu Yige’s eyes, “Teachers are not enemies, but

Award; 2016-2018, included into the Dean's List for each

friends. Talk with professors as possible as you can, which

semester. In her resume, Xu Yige is really one of the so-called

not only can help solve your problems, but also deepen their

"other children" with a high GPA of 3.94. When speaking of this,

impression on you and let them see your efforts. Try to say hello

however, she would humbly wave her hand and say, "I am not

the next time you meet a professor on the elevator. You must

a study machine. In my free time, I also love watching movies in

have some unexpected surprises.”

the bedroom and sleeping late, just like everyone else."
Xu Yige, as a student ambassador, has a good way to balance

“EVERY DAY WILL BE A NEW DAY IF YOU MAKE A PLAN

work and study. She sums up three rules. First, you must have a

FOR YOUR UNIVERSITY LIFE”

plan to help yourself overcome procrastination - never rework if

In fact, Xu Yige had already made a Four-Year Plan in her

you can finish your work in one time." I can keep a relatively high

freshman year. As a result, she has almost never wasted a

concentration. I usually like to choose study music from different

single day during the four years: she spent most of free time to

time dimensions on YouTube and urge myself to complete the

do volunteer work, start a business and take part in community

task before the music is over," said Xu Yige.

activities to enrich her extracurricular life; In the second year, she

Second, find the learning methods that suit you and pay

participated in the Summit of Six Chinese-Foreign Cooperative

attention to the details. She is extremely focused in the

Universities and the China Financial Youth Leaders Conference;

classroom, because in her opinion, "the things a teacher

In the third year, Xu went to study in the Kean University as an

mentions most frequently in class are obviously the key points

exchange student and travelled around the US without causing

when reviewing the lessons."

any impact on her study. In her last year of university, Xu took

BE YOUR OWN LIFE-SAVING STRAW
an internship, prepared for the CFA examination (the key to Wall

During the year when she studied at Kean University as an

Street) and applied for the postgraduate program.

exchange student, this independent and confident girl from

Xu Yige is obviously a very smart girl. She knew early what she

Wuhan, China rented a house outside the school, learned how

wanted. "University life is much harder than that in high school.

to cook, and often went on trips with her classmates on the

It is different from the step-by-step life and you need to find your

weekend. Aren't you afraid of the risks and dangers on your

own plans and directions." She changed her major from English

trips? Xu Yige smiled, "It depends on your planning ability.

to finance at the first year and traveled throughout the United

Safety first during traveling. You must learn to be your own life-

States during the junior year. In her opinion, one should be very

saving straw."

clear about the current affairs he/she wants to do. "Reflection is

During the four years in WKU, Xu Yige served as a student

meaningful while regretting is meaningless. Never regret about

ambassador and an admissions assistant and took her

what you have done."

workmates as families. In the eyes of others, Xu Yige has

"Don't muddle through anything, because you will never know

many creative ideas: designing the 2016 WKU desk calendar,

what opportunities it will bring to you." During her study in

organizing survival experience activities in Hangzhou, creating

the Kean University in America, Xu Yige had to run a virtual

the first "grim marriage"-themed haunted house activities,

investment of 800,000 US dollars together with her team

"color run" music festival, Christmas tour in alma mater, holding

members in the investment class, all the operations were real

info sessions and admission consultations in high schools in

ones in the real-time market except that the money on the

12 provinces...This girl can always play the time to unlimited

account was virtual. Many students didn't pay much attention

value, "I'm really tired, but very happy", Xu Yige said bluntly.

to this opportunity, but Xu Yige was quite looking forward to

For her, work is more of a responsibility rather than a task." The

it. After three years of study in finance, it finally came in handy!

ambassador is like my home, so who would ever want to leave

From understanding a company's situation to deciding how

home?" This is the reason why Xu Yige has stayed in the post

to invest in stocks, bonds, funds, etc., each step is extremely

of the ambassador for four years. Among all the ambassadors,

time-consuming, but she is the most serious one. In the end,

she has become good friend with many big fishes like Xia Xue,

her group became one of the first three profitable groups and

and served as the host at the press conference of Xia Xue's

was appreciated by the professor. Unexpectedly, that virtual

APEC trip; similarly, she has also become a role model for many

investment became a very important part of her job interview.

people. Sunny born and never change.

In addition, Xu Yige worked as an intern in Haitong Securities
after coming back for Kean University. Her daily work was not
so heavy during that time. But she took the initiative to challenge
different tasks in the securities industry. "It is you who have to
discover the opportunities. Don't wait for others to ask you," Xu
Yige said straightly.

MENG XIUJIE: BEING DOWN TO EARTH
Major: Computer Science
Prospects after Graduation: Gap Year
“Step by step”is what Meng Xiujie used to say. He finished all the
courses with only seven semesters. In less than three years learning in
computer science, he sought out the direction of his heart and put his
passion on the codes. In the face of constant choices, he can always find
the right path and stay down-to-earth.
A CONSTANT “DEBUG” COLLEGE LIFE.

and serve it. Rather than writing on paper, I'd like to start with

For computer science, constant debugging makes the

an idea in my life.” After he made up his mind, he participated

program perfect, and helps find the right solution to a

in projects such as the Cube Robot, VR Mooncakes, and

problem. His college life can be regarded as constantly

Stock Recommendation System. In his constant “debugs”, he

“debugging”.

found the right path and took every step with his feet on the

As a freshman, Meng chose the accounting major.

ground.

He took part in the Running Store, a campus
entrepreneurship program, and was responsible for

THE MAIN GOAL IS TO ACQUIRE NEW KNOWLEDGE

personnel management. Later, he attended the Yangtze

Last semester, Meng took his leave for personal reasons.

River Delta Entrepreneurship Forum with junior and

When he resumed his study, he was faced with a three-

senior students, This experience helped him improve

semester gap in professional studies due to the transition and

all-round abilities and made him realize that accounting

leave. In the most difficult junior semester, he did not panic, but

major was not his strength. So he began his “debug”.

selected seven courses. “Get up more than 6 a.m., memorize

In his second semester of freshman year, he selected

words, make daily plans, organize previews...” In addition to

ECO and CPS courses at the same time. Computer

lunch and dinner break, he stayed at the General Education

courses seemed boring for others, while he really

Hall from the beginning of the first class until the end.

enjoyed. After comparison and consideration, he finally

Under such heavy pressure, he still managed to maintain

decided to transfer to computer science and complete

high GPA, never missed the scholarship, because he had a

his first "debug".

set of his own theories. “For computer science, knowledge

After transferring to computer science major, Meng was

system and structure update quickly, so I feel more excited

still "debugging" in scientific research and application-

for learning new technology and realizing it by myself than

oriented projects. “Science will eventually return to life

getting good grades.” Dismissing the utilitarianism, he will take

the application of new knowledge as the motivation

PREPARE FOR A BETTER SELF

and goal of learning so that his knowledge in computer

“Success needs to be accomplished step by step.”

science went far beyond the course requirements in

Considering the three-semester gap in the computer

depth and breadth.

science major, Meng decided to seize the moment,

In his spare time, he goes to play basketball and gym

consolidate and deepen their understanding of major

so as to be prepared for study with a better state.

knowledge, and choose to have a gap year.

“Sometimes it's nice to have an inscription for a long

Even with achievements, projects and competitions

time and end up being accepted.” Meng is most

to prove himself, he said modestly, “I still have a lot

interested in algorithms, he likes to solve algorithm

of knowledge to consolidate. I want to gain more

questions, and participates in the Leetcode weekly

experience and improve myself this year.”

competition with his roommates. For him, the joy from

At present, his goals are Nanyang Polytechnic University

code being accepted is greater than any other easy-

and Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.

to-get pleasure. This year, he won the first prize in the

After graduation, he will look for an internship as a

“Lan Qiao Cup” Programming Competition in Zhejiang

software engineer to gain experience and start preparing

Province, and will attend the national final held in May.

for this year's application.
“Everyone has their own timeline, and as long as you
stay on the right track, there will be good results.” We
believe Meng who sticks to his own path will have a
promising career in the future.

DONG ZIXIN: FROM A GREEN-HAND TO A FUTURE
INTERPRETER
Major: English

Prospects after Graduation: University of Newcastle (U.K.)

The four college years has witnessed Dong Zixin’s growth from a novice at English to a future interpreter; she has received
the offer of admission from the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne and will major in Chinese and English Translation and
Interpreting (the program is highly recognized as the top 3 of the world). Dong has walked with firm and steady steps
towards her dream: obtaining certificates of Shanghai Interpretation Accreditation Test (Advanced Level) and China
Accreditation Test for Translators and Interpreters (Level 3), conducting simultaneous interpretation practice in the United
Nations International Maritime Organization, and winning awards in the National Interpreting competitions for three
consecutive years. Her dream endows every second with significance and her self-discipline paves the way through the
mists of future.
Perhaps, just as the genius inventor, Nikola Tesla, once said, “When natural inclination develops into a passionate desire,
one advances towards his goal in seven-league boots.”
THINK BIG AND DREAM BIG
Traveling thousand miles from Henan Province to Wenzhou City,

she while recalling this unexpected encounter with interpreting.

though being prepared, Dong found herself insufficient in English

Dong’s story continued as she evaluated the output translation

learning at the first days of WKU; compared to other students’

quality for translated.com, a website designed for automatic

relaxed performance in class, Dong struggled with speaking

machine translation, provided translation and interpreting

and listening problems. Since then, she filled daily routine

services for Wenzhou Museum and China-Italy Design Talent

with study so as to “survive” in this university - long hours in

Exchange Fair, and assisted university departments to compile

library memorizing vocabulary and lunch time listening to BBC

and translate school-related documents.

international news …

For Dong Zixin, persistence is embedded in her personality.

Dong’s enthusiasm for interpreting originated from an interpreting

Dong’s Microblog recorded her every growing step, where

competition held in the second semester of the first college

she utilized a wide range of applications to enhance skills of

year. Though being anxious and fearful, Dong registered for the

interpreting, sight translation, vocabulary and intensive reading.

campus selection of the Fifth National Interpretation Competition.

She kept to her carefully planned schedule to practice those

With the help of the English Language Center, she not only

skills at school, and filled her holidays with TOEFL and IELTS

achieved excellent results, but also yearned for a career as an

study, aiming to foster a life-long habit of learning.

interpreter. “We should try and explore new things because only

The most memorable experience for Dong was preparing for

through trials and failures can we discover the true interest,” said

the application of postgraduate study with her roommate in

DREAM IT POSSIBLE
April 18th, 2019 was perhaps a day that Dong would never
forget. Having entangled with the admission office of Newcastle
for over seven months, she finally received the University’s
unconditional offer, making a step further towards her dream of
being a senior interpreter.
Dong was deeply grateful for the favorable learning environment
provided by WKU. When sharing her experience in applying
universities, she mentioned that, “I benefited enormously from
the American-style interactive environment and active classroom
participation, which forced me to step out of my comfort zone
her junior year. “To get up on time at 5:30am, we deliberately

and enhanced my English communication skills. All these

put the alarm-clock somewhere out of reach. Every morning

allowed me to perform more confidently and naturally in the

at the same time, the two clocks rang like the scary death

interviews”.

bell.” When the whole building was lighted up and darkness

Besides, Dong mentioned that a comprehensive knowledge was

began to disperse, the morning drowsiness turned into her new

one of the basic qualities of a good interpreter. Thanks to WUK’s

fresh impetus. As a lark-type person, she enjoyed every quiet,

flexible and various courses available to students, including

undisturbed morning, but also into physical exercises, finding

biology, international relations, history, philosophy, psychology,

ways to balance life and release pressure.

Dong could have more access to different fields of knowledge.

Rigid self-discipline granted Dong a practice opportunity in the

In others’ eyes, she has obtained many admirable achievements,

United Nations International Maritime Organization in London

but to her, the journey as an interpreter is just about to start.

this January, bringing her so close to the field of simultaneous

She has been striving for more achievements in the National

interpretation. Facing the intensive daily tasks assigned, her

Interpretation Contest and CATTI Examination. She has been

mood swung like a roller coaster. A second ago, she might

hoping to push the limits and march forward in the near future.

immerse herself in the excitement for a good translation, but

“The road seems endless. The journey seems far away. Anyway,

was perplexed by some confusing sentences. Despite the

we’re on the way.” For Dong, at this moment, the future is

strict instructors and difficult assignments, Dong has obtained

foreseeable.

valuable practical experience beyond the book within a few
days, and further solidified her determination in the pursuit of
this career. On the way back home from the United Nations,
she pictured a bright vision and future, “Through efforts and
endeavors, I wish myself to be a professional interpreter for
international conferences or meetings.”

ZHU YUTING: LEARNING IS A LIFELONG
Major: Finance
PROPOSITION

Prospects after Graduation: City University of Hong Kong

Because of a grade A given by a foreign teacher in her freshman year, she began to develop a strong interest in English
speeches. From the speech contests of the school to the Chinese Youth Leader Competition of the "APEC Voice of the
Future", Zhu Yuting uses her own story to tell us that the youth can have unlimited possibilities.
THE LUCKY ONE OUT OF A THOUSAND COMPETITORS

attention to their critical thinking skills and logic abilities. In the

In 2017, Zhu Yuting, who was still in the second semester in

end, Zhu Yuting won the Outstanding Award in this final. This

her freshman year, fearlessly registered for the Chinese Youth

APEC experience allows her not only to make many new friends,

Leader Competition of the "APEC Voice of the Future". This is

but also to increase her knowledge and broaden her horizons.

an important competition connecting Chinese youth with APEC

But when it comes to the deepest feelings, Zhu Yuting bluntly

and leaders of political and business circles in the Asia-Pacific

said that when she stood on the stage of the APEC final and

region. Every year, students from all major universities in China

looked at so many judges sitting before her, she found that she

will compete with each other in the competition. Unfortunately,

did not feel nervous. "At that moment, I found the one who

Zhu Yuting failed in the selection of the East China region.

was too shy to speak to strangers had gone. In the classroom

However, she did not give up. In 2018, she submitted the

and daily activities of WKU, I could hold myself in this kind of

application again after a year of study and accumulation. This

occasions."

time, she entered the final, becoming the "lucky one" out of
one thousand competitors. She also participated in the GIC

A STORY ABOUT AN "A" GRADE

Innovator Conference and joined the Future Academy.

During her university, Zhu Yuting won the first place in the

"The other 19 students selected were from top Chinese schools.

Wenzhou-Kean English Speech Contest, the third prize of WKU

We needed to compete in English speeches and Chinese

Selection Competition of the 19th "FLTRP Cup" National English

debates. Each topic was closely related to the current hotspots.

Debating Competition, the third prize and the Best Voice award

For example, the Chinese debate topic was “Should the One

of the 20th WKU Selection Competition of the 19th "FLTRP

Belt and One Road initiatives be started from the One Belt or

Cup" National English Debating Competition...

One Road”. And the English speech topic was about which

It's hard to imagine that Zhu Yuting did not participate in any

model was more suitable for development from the periphery

English speech or debate competition during high school. "For

to inside." Zhu Yuting recalled that both the debate and speech

all of these achievements, I must thank my ESL professor Nikita

competitions required participants to be familiar with current

during my first and second years in college, because he gave

hotspots, examined their spoken English skills, and paid much

me the courage and opportunity to show myself and to grow

myself," said Zhu Yuting. At the ESL class then, Professor Nikita
often asked students to read English materials and then write
their reaction in English, and finally to share it with others in the
form of a speech. When Zhu Yuting took the stage for the first
time to give a speech, she made careful preparation and did not
read her manuscript. After she came down, she saw that the
teacher wrote an "A" on her homework. It is exactly this A which
has always inspired her to go ahead.
Today, English is not just an interest of Zhu Yuting, but already
an indispensable part of her daily life. She is used to reading
original English papers and books.
In 2016, Zhu Yuting, as a Xiaoshan native, became the
interpreter of Kuahuqiao Site Museum during the G20 Summit,

LEARNING IS A LIFELONG PROPOSITION

introducing her hometown culture to tourists and foreign guests

Now, looking back at her college years, Zhu Yuting believes

who came to Hangzhou. In the same year, she went to Sri

that her biggest gain is critical thinking. She also hopes that her

Lanka for support education and won the title of “International

schoolmates can explore and think about it in the university.

Volunteer”.

"Critical thinking is an all-round thinking mode and ability. It
is not about the number of answers to a question, but the
process of learning the answers and the logic of thinking. I
always believe that raising problems is more important than
solving them. In WKU, teachers are not the answerers of
questions, but the enlighteners of students. Sometimes they
know that some questions have no answers, but they still let the
students try. And this trains our ability to think critically and think
independently. Not every question needs an answer." Zhu Yuting
said.
For the future, Zhu Yuting also has more thoughts than others.
She wants to try the "996" working mode after graduation. And
she knows that learning will be a proposition throughout her life.
The girl smiled and said: "Whether you choose to be busy or
easy, learning is the way that makes you have more choices in
the future."

ZHENG KEJIA: SINCE WE AIM THE LONG-TERM
GOALS, WE SHOULD FOLLOW THEM NO MATTER
WHAT.
Major: Finance
Prospects after Graduation: the University of Rochester (U.S.A.)
As her senior year is coming to an end, Zheng has
received offers from the Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Minnesota, and the University of Rochester.
However, when you talk to her, you will feel that what
lays behind her luck is her efforts and diligence.

she gradually mastered how to run an enterprise from
scratch.
Perhaps, it was this sense of accomplishment that really
helped her find what she wanted. Zheng said she liked
those start-up things with more space and potential. It
is perhaps a risky choice for others, but a joyful one for

GROWING UP WITH STARTUP

her.

Although Zheng got the inter nship in Shenwan
Hongyuan Securities Company, her inner voice tells her

CHANCES AND CHALLENGES COEXIST

that perhaps what she wants is not an eye-catching

In her junior year, Zheng and other two teammates

internship with a big name, but an experience growing

planned to take part in the Mathematical Contest in

up with a startup. So her most memorable internship

Modeling. Although time was limited and she knew little

was in WeWork, an American company.

about modeling, stubborn as she was, she could not

As a newly established American company in Shanghai,

pass up this opportunity.

she said, WeWork needed to apply for legal entity and

The road to success has never been easy. When the

invoice and reimbursed various expenses. At that time,

team wanted to decide the topic of modeling, she and

even the tax manager had not officially taken office, but

her teammates found that the existing virus spreading

she was assigned to these tasks. For a finance major,

models cannot well summarize the topic, and original

everything started from scratch.

ideas were overturned over and over again. Until the

She learned the process and knowledge required to

end of the day, Language Division Model (LDM) was

register a business. At first, when tax agent hand the

created.

business over to her, she even cannot fully understand

After four days’ intense preparation, her team finally won

some professional terms such as value-added tax. For

the first prize. She can still remember the uneasiness

she knows nothing about business of the company,

when registered. “I didn’t attend this contest for award,

she always worried she would fail to communicate

but I just want to learn something new from it.” At that

between tax agent and company because of the lack of

time, she and her teammates did not expect to win

professional knowledge. However, during this process,

the prize, not to mention the first prize, but their efforts

actually paid off.

SUCCESS IS A PLANNED MARATHON

For choosing a university to further education, Zheng

She has won scholarships for three consecutive

is also decisive enough. Although the Johns Hopkins

years, and one-year Zhejiang Province Government

University was known as a top 20 schools in the world,

scholarship. Also, she is a dance lover. In the National

she chose University of Rochester which ranks behind.

Cheerleading League Open Youth Group C, she won the

She said, “I prefer a smaller and more specialized

first place in the set exercises of hip-hop. In the WKU

college like Simon Business School of University of

graduation ceremony, we can see her performance.

Rochester, and its 36-month STEM program.”

For Zheng, she firmly stuck to her plan every day in

It seems that she made a risky choice every time she

campus and did everything at right time, so it is not

made decision, but it’s actually an opportunity for the girl

accidental for her to get CFA Level I and pass TOEFL

to follow her heart, and embrace her future.

and GMAT. Since her freshman year, she has already
had a blueprint for her four-year college life.
When she chose the finance major, Zheng decided to
take the CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) certificate, the
most stringent and high-gold-content qualification in the
global investment industry. Although she did not have a
systematic study, she was actively concerned about the
knowledge of CFA, which laid a solid foundation for CFA
in her junior year.
This girl looks quiet but achieves her own goals with
tenacity for her exam and career. She always strives to
realize her goals which serve as the stepping stone for
her success in the future. If your career planning is wellplanned and well-implemented, you will not fear your
future, no matter how hard it is.

YUAN WENXIA: CONFIDENCE IS THE BEST
GIFT FROM UNIVERSITY
Major: Global Business
Prospects after Graduation: the Washington University (U.S.A.)

With a pair of black-rimmed glasses and high ponytail, Yuan Wenxia shares many similarities with
most girls of her age. It's hard for you to imagine that this little girl has such a strong mind.
During these four years in college, Yuan Wenxia went step by step to her goal, from the strict
requirements of her study to her display in Student Research Day, from picking up rubbish under the
scorching sun of Bali to reaching out to strange foreigners in Shanghai. She created her own world
with her determination and diligence.
STRIVE FOR PERFECTION

enough time to review it again and revise it to assure

“I will compare with and strive to be parallel with my

its perfection. For the major courses, Yuan prepares

excellent classmates; if I have the ability, I will try to

classes early so as to ensure a better understanding of

surpass them too; but I prefer to compare with myself,

new knowledge.

because those who you can compare are endless.”

It is this attitude that help Yuan finally get a score of

Since the moment she entered WKU, she has set a

720 in GMAT, which paves the way for her application.

bottom line which many people think tough enough.

WKU was my first choice when I filled out my College

The grades of any courses should not be lower than A-.

Entrance application form. From the very beginning, I

In this regard, she said, “If I set a bottom line for myself

decided to further my education after graduation and I

before I start learning, I'll push myself to go ahead and

am very happy to adhere to this goal.” She said.

try to get closer to perfection and do the best I can.”
Due to these high standards and strict requirements,
Yuan’s academic performance has been ahead of most
students, and won the Dean’s Scholarship for three
times.
Moreover, she likes to make plans and finish the task
ahead of time. She sets up a deadline for herself to finish
her homework ahead of time so that she can set aside

P0ETRY AND DISTANCE OUTSIDE COLLEGE

CONFIDENCE: THE BEST GIFT FROM UNIVERSITY

In the second semester of her freshman year, Yuan took

In fact, Yuan is not outgoing when she first came to

part in the QYIV International Volunteer Program and

WKU. She didn’t speak in the class very often, avoid eye

went to Bali. In this beautiful tourist resort, she was not

contacts with professors, and always gave up for things

a tourist, but a volunteer to help clean up the garbage

she’s not sure.

on the beach. Every morning around 8 a.m., she needed

The biggest change for her in these four years, she

to put on sunscreen to get to the beach and picked up

said, is to become confident, dare to try new things,

the rubbish that was thrown away by the tourists the

and face challenges. During these four years, she

day before. Referring to her first-day work, Yuan can still

took part in business plan collaboration, presented her

clearly remember, “It never occurred to me that tourists

achievements on Student Research Day, created a

would produce so much rubbish.”

student organization and plan activities independently,

Although this job was onefold, she learned a lot from this

and served as a WIN volunteer.

ten days job. She said, the motive is to enrich her life

Now she is no longer a shy girl, and she reaches out

and gain more international vision. But what she got is

to those foreigners who need help. One day, she met

far more than that, “Only by transposition can we know

Jack, an American who had just arrived in China, at a

how much influence we have exerted.”

restaurant in Shanghai. He couldn't order his dishes for

In her junior year, Yuan and her five partners took part

language barrier. She helped Jack with fluent English,

in the Bridge Plus Business Simulation Competition.

and the two added WeChat to each other. During the

“What I learned from the textbook is knowledge, while

conversation, Yuan learned that he was a teacher who

the competition is the place where knowledge is used.”

taught English on Wall Street, and after learning that

Within four hours, the team members needed to work

Yuan had applied for an American college, he not only

in collaboration with each other to conduct product

helped her to revise the documents, but also made a lot

orientation and evaluation, investment, a comprehensive

of valuable suggestions, which is of great help for her

simulation of the operation of a company.

application.

She completed a research paper on female entrepreneurs

Yuan was eventually admitted to the University of

in China, which examined the impact of social support

Washington (St. Louis), the oldest university in the

and self-awareness on the performance of female

history of the United States. She also planned early for

entrepreneurs in Chengdu, aged from 30 to 50. “From

the upcoming campus life. She hopes that in the future

this study, I feel that female entrepreneurs in China have

she can participate in more school activities, learn more

suffered a lot of resistance in the process of starting a

knowledge, know more people, and see a more vivid

business, from family as well as society, all of which have

world.

inspired me to explore in the future,” She said.

STAFF
Editor- in- Chief
Wang Geqiong

Editor
Fan Chen

English Editor
English Language Center (ELC)
Student Academic Support Service
Center (SASSC)
Chen Bodong

Copy Editor
Xu Kai
Zhou Shanshan

Design Director
Cai Beini

Designer
Yu Suyang

温州肯恩大学

温肯招办在线

中国浙江省温州市瓯海区大学路 88 号，邮编：325060
admission@wku.edu.cn
www.wku.edu.cn

电话：0577-5587 0111 5587 0222
传真：0577-5587 0099
QQ 招生咨询群：231407342

